M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

Senator(s) Little, Al britton, Browning, To: Rules

Butl er, Carm chael, Chaney, Davis, Dawkins,
Frazier, Jackson (11th), King, Kirby, Lee
(35th), Mettetal, Mchel, Posey, Thonas
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 503

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG THE
FACULTY AND ADM NI STRATI ON OF THE UNI VERSI TY OF M SSI SSI PP
MEDI CAL CENTER ON THE OCCASI ON OF | TS 50TH ANNI VERSARY

VWHEREAS, the University of M ssissippi Medical Center in
Jackson, M ssissippi, which opened on July 1, 1955, is the health
sci ence canpus of the University of M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, an address by Dr. Fred Allison, one of the original
1955 University of M ssissippi Medical Center faculty, highlighted
the institution' s 50th Anniversary Convocation on Thursday,

COct ober 20, 2005. The University of M ssissippi Mdical Center
opened in 1955, but its beginnings date to 1903 when a two-year
medi cal school was established on the parent canpus in Oxford,

M ssissippi. In that era, certificate graduates went out of state
to conplete their Doctor of Medicine degrees; and

VWHEREAS, in 1950, the M ssissippi Legislature, by a one-vote
margin, enacted a law to create a four-year nedical school. On
July 1, 1955, the state's new University Medical Center, or UMC as
it is coomonly called, opened in Jackson, initially as a four-year
medi cal school with nedical and graduate students, interns and
residents. As it had in Oxford, the School of Medicine offered
bot h nedi cal and graduate degree prograns. The canpus included a
teaching hospital and a library; and

VWHEREAS, the Oxford canpus' nursing departnment noved to the
Medi cal Center in 1956 and it was granted school status in 1958.
The School of Health Rel ated Professions (SHRP) was added in 1971
and began offering baccal aureate curricula in 1973. The School of

Dentistry was authorized in 1973, and its first students were
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admtted in 1975. The graduate programwas el evated to school
status in 2001 and designated the School of Graduate Studies in
the Heal th Sci ences; and

VWHEREAS, the Medical Center functions as a separately funded,
sem -aut ononous unit responsible to the Chancellor of the
Uni versity of M ssissippi and, through him to the constitutional
Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher Learning, which
governs all eight state institutions of higher learning in
M ssissippi. Dr. Dan Jones, the Medical Center's Chief Executive
Oficer, is the Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs; and

VWHEREAS, the original T-shaped building of 1955 is barely
di scernible in the canpus of 2005, with five schools and four
hospitals | ocated on 164 acres. The Medical Center enploys nore
than 7,500 enpl oyees and its current budget is $767 MIlion; and

VWHEREAS, the Medical Center's principal and continui ng
purpose is to acconplish the interrelated goals of health
pr of essi onal education for M ssissippi; to teach in a superior
manner the art and science of health care to students of
exceptional prom se and talent; to provide high quality treatnent
for all patients using the disciplines and specialties of nodern
health care; to lead the way to discoveries which will raise the
health |l evel of all M ssissippians and, indeed, all mankind; to
foster dedication to life-long learning; to respond to community
needs through continui ng educati on and outreach prograns that
extend beyond the canpus; and to recruit and retain the caliber of
faculty necessary to neet these goals; and

WHEREAS, UMC graduates at all levels are expected to possess
and to denonstrate the skills and know edge necessary to practice
their disciplines as conpetent health professionals; and

VWHEREAS, | andmark achi evenents at UMC i nclude the foll ow ng:
world's first lung transplant perforned by Dr. Janmes D. Hardy,
1963; world's first heart transplant in man perfornmed by Dr. Janes

D. Hardy, 1964; scientists there are first to identify differences
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in blood pressure anong racial groups, 1960s; Dr. Arthur C. Quyton
receives his first National Institute of Health program project
grant to study "cardiovascul ar dynam cs and their control," 1968,
(the project has been continuously funded for 38 years); dental
researcher discovers breast cancer markers in saliva, 1997;
Nati onal Heart, Lung and Blood Institute names UMC, with Tougal oo
Col | ege and Jackson State University, site of the Jackson Heart
Study, the world's |argest study of heart disease risk factors in
Afri can- Aneri cans ever undertaken, 1997 to present; neuroanatom st
di scovers the brain cells of suicide victins differ fromthe brain
cells of those who died from other causes, 1999; team of
scientists discover chronic snokers have biol ogi cal changes in the
brain simlar to those caused by anti depressants, 2001; and
Enterra Therapy device inplanted in 13-year-old nale gastroparesis
patient, the youngest ever to receive the stomach pacenaker, al ong
wWith sister, the first siblings ever to receive the device, 2004;
and

VWHEREAS, the expeditious gromh of UMC into a major academ c
heal th sciences center reflects the deep commtnent of the State
of M ssissippi, the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of
Hi gher Learning and the adm nistration and faculty of the
University of M ssissippi Medical Center to the continuing
fulfillment of its purpose; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we mark 50 years of
service to the State of Mssissippi by this Iandmark institution:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and congratul ate the faculty and
adm nistration of the University of M ssissippi Medical Center on
the occasion of its 50th Anniversary cel ebration, and extend the
best wi shes of the Legislature for the future growh and service

of this professional research institution.
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Dr. Dan Jones, Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs at the
University of M ssissippi Medical Center, to University of
M ssi ssi ppi Chancel | or Robert Khayat and to the Board of Trustees
of State Institutions of Hi gher Learning, and be nade available to

the Capitol Press Corps.
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