M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

Senator(s) Tollison To: Judiciary, Division B

SENATE BI LL NO. 2957

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-1-55, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
DELETE THE REPEALERS ON VARI QUS OTHER SECTI ONS OF LAW | NCLUDI NG
SECTI ON 43-21-261, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, VWH CH PROVI DES FOR
CONFI DENTI ALI TY OF THE RECORDS OF THE YOUTH COURT; SECTI ON
43-21-353, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, VWH CH | MPOSES A DUTY TO
REPORT A REASONABLE SUSPI CI ON OF CHI LD ABUSE OR NEGLECT; SECTI ON
43-21-355, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, VWH CH PROVIDES | MMUNI TY TO
ANYONE VWHO REPORTS IN GOOD FAI TH SUSPECTED CHI LD ABUSE OR NEGLECT;
SECTI ON 43-21-603, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, VWH CH CREATES THE
DI SPCSI TI ON HEARI NG PROCEDURES FOR YOUTH COURT; SECTI ON 93-21- 23,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, WHI CH PROVI DES GOCD FAI TH | MMUNITY TO
ANYONE REPORTI NG DOVESTI C ABUSE; AND SECTI ON 93-3-7, M SS| SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, WHICH IS THE CRIM NAL STATUTE CREATI NG AS OFFENSES
THE CRI MES OF SI MPLE AND AGGRAVATED ASSAULT AND DOVESTI C ABUSE;
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 43-1-55, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-1-55. (1) The Ofice of Family and Children's Services
shal | devise formal social worker standards for enpl oynent and
service delivery designed to nmeasure the quality of services
delivered to clients, as well as the tineliness of services. Each
soci al worker shall be assessed annually by a supervisor who is
know edgeabl e in the standards pronul gated. The standards shal
be applicable to all social workers working under the office.

(2) The Ofice of Family and Children's Services shal
devise formal standards for child protection specialists of the
Department of Human Services who are not |icensed social workers.
Those standards shall require that:

(a) In order to be enployed as a child protection
specialist, a person nust have a bachelor's degree in either
psychol ogy, soci ol ogy, nursing, crimnal justice or a rel ated

field, or a graduate degree in either |aw, psychol ogy, sociol ogy,
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nursing, crimnal justice or a related field. The determ nation
of what is a related field shall be nade by certification of the
St ate Personnel Board; and

(b) Before a person may provide services as a child
protection specialist, the person shall conplete four (4) weeks of
intensive training provided by the training unit of the Ofice of
Famly and Children's Services, and shall take and receive a
passi ng score on the certification test adm nistered by the
training unit upon conpletion of the four-week training. Upon
recei ving a passing score on the certification test, the person
shall be certified as a child protection specialist by the
Departnent of Human Services. Any person who does not receive a
passing score on the certification test shall not be enployed or
mai ntai n enpl oynent as a child protection specialist for the
departnent. Further, a person, qualified as a child protection
speci alist through the procedures set forth above, shall not
conduct forensic interviews of children until the speciali st
receives additional specialized training in child forensic
i nterview protocols and techni ques by a course or curricul um
approved by the Departnent of Human Services to be not |ess than
forty (40) hours.

(3) For the purpose of providing services in child abuse or
negl ect cases, youth court proceedings, vul nerable adults cases,
and such ot her cases as designated by the Executive D rector of
Human Services, the caseworker or service provider may be a child
protection specialist whose work is overseen by a |licensed soci al
wor ker .

(4) The Departnent of Hunman Services and the Ofice of
Famly and Children's Services shall seek to enploy and use
| i censed social workers to provide the services of the office, and
may enpl oy and use child protection specialists to provide those

services only in counties in which there is not a sufficient
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nunber of |icensed social workers to adequately provide those
services in the county.

(5) This section and Sections * * * 43-27-109 and
43-47-7 * * * shall stand repealed on July 1, 2006.

SECTION 2. It is the intent of the Legislature that Sections
43-21- 261, 43-21-353, 43-21-355, 43-21-603, 93-21-23 and 97-3-7,
M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, will not be repeal ed by operation of
Section 43-1-55, and that the anmendnments contained in this bil
will be integrated into any other anendnents to Section 43-1-55,
W thout regard to the effective date of the other act or acts.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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