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Senat or (s) Ross To: Judiciary, Division B

SENATE BI LL NO. 2933

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 93-21-107, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO REMOVE LOCAL FUNDI NG REQUI REMENTS AND RESTRI CTI ONS FOR CERTAI'N
DOVESTI C VI OLENCE SHELTERS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 93-21-107, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

93-21-107. (1) To qualify for funds under the provisions of
Sections 93-21-101 through 93-21-113, a donestic violence shelter
shall nmeet all the follow ng requirenents:

(a) Be incorporated in the state or recognized by the
Secretary of State as a private or public nonprofit corporation.
Such corporation shall have a board of directors and/ or an
advi sory commttee who represents the racial, ethnic and soci al
econom c diversity of the area to be served, including, if
possi ble, at |east one (1) person who is or has been a victim of
donestic vi ol ence.

(b) Have designed and devel oped a programto provide
the foll ow ng basic services to victins of donestic violence and
their children:

(i) Shelter on a twenty-four (24) hour a day,
seven (7) days a week basis.

(i) A twenty-four (24) hour, seven (7) days a
week sw tchboard for crisis calls.

(iii) Tenporary housing and food facilities.

(iv) Goup support and peer counseling.

(v) Referrals to existing services in the

comunity and followup on the outcone of the referrals.
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(vi) A nmethod of referral for nedical care, |ega
assi stance and group support and counseling of victins of donestic
vi ol ence.

(vii) Information regarding reeducation, marriage
and fam |y counseling, job counseling, and training prograns,
housing referrals, and other avail abl e social services.

(viii) A referral program of counseling for the
victimand the offender.

(2) Donestic violence shelters shall establish procedures
for adm ssion of victins of donestic violence who nay seek
adm ssion to these shelters on a voluntary basis.

(3) A donestic violence shelter shall not qualify for funds
if it discrimnates in its adm ssions or provision of services on
the basis of race, religion, color, age, marital status, nationa
origin or ancestry.

* * %

(4) A donestic violence shelter receiving state funding
under the provisions of Sections 93-21-101 through 93-21-113 shal
not be prohibited fromaccepting gifts, trusts, bequests, grants,
endownents, federal funds, other special source funds or transfers
of property of any kind for the support of that shelter program

(5) No donestic violence shelter may receive nore than Fifty
Thousand Dol | ars ($50, 000.00) annually from state fundi ng under
the provisions of Sections 93-21-101 through 93-21-113.

(6) A donestic violence shelter shall require persons
enpl oyed by or volunteering services to the shelter to maintain
the confidentiality of any information that would identify
i ndi viduals served by the shelter.

(7) A donestic violence shelter shall provide educational
progranms relating to battered spouses and donestic viol ence

desi gned for both the community at |arge and/ or specialized groups

such as hospital personnel and | aw enforcenent officials.
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(8) No child shall be placed in any donmestic viol ence
shelter that receives state funding under these provisions of
Sections 93-21-101 through 93-21-113, and no donestic viol ence
shelter that receives state funding under these provisions may
admt or accept any child, unless the child is acconpanied by his
parent or guardi an and such parent or guardian will remain with
the child in the shelter until the child | eaves or is rel eased
fromthe shelter. However, this subsection shall not prevent any
rape crisis center fromproviding care, counseling and rel ated
services to any child who is a victimof rape, attenpted rape,
sexual battery or attenpted sexual battery and who is not
acconpani ed by his parent or guardi an.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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