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Senator(s) Tollison To: Fees, Salaries and
Adm ni stration

SENATE BI LL NO. 2917

AN ACT TO BRI NG FORWARD SECTI ONS 3-3-7 AND 21-17-5,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, FOR PURPOSES OF AMENDMENT TO CLARI FY
HCOLI DAY PAY FOR PUBLI C EMPLOYEES WHO WORK 24- HOUR OR LONCGER
SHI FTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 3-3-7, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

3-3-7. (1) Except as otherw se provided in subsection (2)
of this section, the following are declared to be |egal holidays,
viz: the first day of January (New Year's Day); the third Mnday
of January (Robert E. Lee's birthday and Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.'s birthday); the third Monday of February (Washington's
bi rt hday); the last Mnday of April (Confederate Menorial Day);
the | ast Monday of May (National Menorial Day and Jefferson Davis'
birthday); the fourth day of July (Independence Day); the first
Monday of Septenber (Labor Day); the el eventh day of Novenber
(Arm stice or Veterans' Day); the day fixed by proclamation by the
Governor of M ssissippi as a day of Thanksgiving, which shall be
fixed to correspond to the date proclained by the President of the
United States (Thanksgiving Day); and the twenty-fifth day of
Decenber (Christmas Day). In the event any holiday hereinbefore
decl ared |l egal shall fall on Sunday, then the next follow ng day
shall be a | egal holiday.

(2) In lieu of any one (1) legal holiday provided for in
subsection (1) of this section, with the exception of the third
Monday in January (Robert E. Lee's and Martin Luther King, Jr.'s

bi rt hday), the governing authorities of any nunicipality or county
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may decl are, by order spread upon its mnutes, Mardi Gras Day or
any one (1) other day during the year, to be a | egal holiday.

(3) August 16 is declared to be Elvis Aaron Presley Day in
recognition and appreciation of Elvis Aaron Presley's many
contributions, international recognition and the rich | egacy |eft
to us by Elvis Aaron Presley. This day shall be a day of
recognition and observation and shall not be recognized as a | egal
hol i day.

(4) My 8 is declared to be Hernando De Soto Day in
recognition, observation and conmmenoration of Hernando De Sot o,
who led the first and nost inposing expedition ever nmade by
Europeans into the wilds of North America and the State of
M ssissippi, and in further recognition of the Spanish explorer's
187-day journey fromthe Tonbi gbee River basin on our state's
eastern boundary, westward to the place of discovery of the
M ssissippi River on May 8, 1541. This day shall be a day of
commenor ation, recognition and observati on of Hernando De Soto and
Eur opean expl oration and shall not be recognized as a |egal
hol i day.

(5) Insofar as possible, Armistice Day shall be observed by
appropriate exercises in all the public schools in the State of
M ssi ssippi at the eleventh hour in the norning of the el eventh
day of the el eventh nonth of the year.

SECTION 2. Section 21-17-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

21-17-5. (1) The governing authorities of every
municipality of this state shall have the care, managenent and
control of the nmunicipal affairs and its property and fi nances.

In addition to those powers granted by specific provisions of
general l|law, the governing authorities of nunicipalities shal
have the power to adopt any orders, resolutions or ordinances with
respect to such nunicipal affairs, property and finances which are

not inconsistent wwth the M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, the
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M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, or any other statute or |law of the State
of M ssissippi, and shall |ikew se have the power to alter, nodify
and repeal such orders, resolutions or ordinances. Except as
ot herwi se provided in subsection (2) of this section, the powers
granted to governing authorities of nmunicipalities in this section
are conplete wthout the existence of or reference to any specific
authority granted in any other statute or |law of the State of
M ssissippi. Unless otherw se provided by |aw, before entering
upon the duties of their respective offices, the aldernen or
council men of every municipality of this state shall give bond,
with sufficient surety, to be payable, conditioned and approved as
provided by law, in a penalty equal to five percent (5% of the
sumof all the nunicipal taxes shown by the assessnent rolls and
the levies to have been collectible in the nunicipality for the
year imredi ately preceding the comencenent of the termof office
of said alderman or council man; however, such bond shall not
exceed the anmount of One Hundred Thousand Dol |l ars ($100, 000. 00).
Any taxpayer of the nmunicipality may sue on such bond for the use
of the municipality, and such taxpayer shall be liable for al
costs in case his suit shall fail. No nenber of the city counci
or board of aldernen shall be surety for any other such nenber.

(2) Unless such actions are specifically authorized by
anot her statute or law of the State of M ssissippi, this section
shal |l not authorize the governing authorities of a municipality to
(a) levy taxes of any kind or increase the |evy of any authorized
tax, (b) issue bonds of any kind, (c) change the requirenents,
practices or procedures for nunicipal elections or establish any
new el ective office, (d) change the procedure for annexation of
additional territory into the nmunicipal boundaries, (e) change the
structure or formof the nunicipal governnent, (f) permt the
sal e, manufacture, distribution, possession or transportation of
al cohol i c beverages, (g) grant any donation, or (h) w thout prior

| egi sl ative approval, regulate, directly or indirectly, the anount
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of rent charged for leasing private residential property in which
the municipality does not have a property interest.

(3) Nothing in this or any other section shall be construed
So as to prevent any nunicipal governing authority from paying any
muni ci pal enpl oyee not to exceed double his ordinary rate of pay
or awardi ng any nuni ci pal enployee not to exceed double his
ordinary rate of conpensatory tine for work perfornmed in his
capacity as a nunicipal enployee on |egal holidays.

(4) The governing authorities of any nmunicipality, in their
di scretion, may expend funds to provide for training and education
of newy elected or appointed nmunicipal officials before the
begi nning of the termof office or enploynent of such officials.
Any expenses incurred for such purposes may be all owed only upon
prior approval of the governing authorities. Any paynents or
rei nbursenents nmade under the provisions of this subsection may be
paid only after presentation to and approval by the governing
authorities of the nmunicipality.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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