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SENATE BILL NO 2915
(As Passed the Senate)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-101-3, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE THAT THE CURRENT PRESI DENT OF THE UNI VERSI TY STUDENT
BODY PRESI DENT' S COUNCI L SHALL HAVE A RESERVED SEAT AT MEETI NGS OF
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF H GHER LEARNI NG AND
SHALL ADVI SE THE BOARD ON AN ANNUAL BASIS; TO AMEND SECTI ON
25-41-5, M SSISSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE A QUORUM OF THE
MEMBERS OF A PUBLI C BODY TO ASSEMBLE AT DI FFERENT PHYSI CAL
LOCATI ONS AND MEET THROUGH TELECONFERENCE OR VI DEO MEANS; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-101-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-101-3. (1) The Governor, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate, shall appoint the nenbers of the Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning, one (1) nenber
from each congressional district of the state as existing as of
March 31, 1944, one (1) nenber from each Suprene Court district
and two (2) nenbers fromthe state at large, with the terns of
each to begin on May 8, 1944. One-third (1/3) of the nenbership
of said board so appointed shall be appointed for a period of four
(4) years, one-third (1/3) for a period of eight (8) years and
one-third (1/3) for a period of twelve (12) years. On the
expiration of any of said terns of office the Governor shal
appoi nt successors, by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate, for ternms of twelve (12) years in each case.

The current president, or his/her designhee, of the Student

Body President's Council of M ssissippi (SBPCM shall have a

reserved seat at each neeting of the Board of Trustees of State

Institutions of Hi gher Learning. No |less than once a year, the
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board shall seek the advise and counsel of the student body

president's organi zation.

(2) In case of a vacancy on said board by death or
resignation of a nmenber or fromany ot her cause than the
expiration of such nenber's termof office, the board shall elect
hi s successor who shall hold office until the end of the next
session of the Legislature. During such termof the session of
the Legislature the Governor shall appoint the successor nenber of
the board fromthe district fromwhich his predecessor was
appointed to hold office until the end of the period or termfor
whi ch said original trustee was appointed, to the end that
one-third (1/3) of such trustees' terns shall expire each four (4)
years.

(3) The Executive Director of the State Board for Comrunity
and Juni or Col |l eges, or his designee, and one (1) nenber of the
State Board for Community and Junior Colleges to be designated by
the chairman of said board, shall attend all regular neetings of
the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning.
Said community/junior college representatives shall have no
jurisdiction or vote on any matter within the jurisdiction of the
board. The Executive Director of the State Board for Comrunity
and Juni or Coll eges and any designee who is a state enpl oyee shall
receive no per diemfor attending neetings of the board, but shal
be entitled to actual and necessary expense rei nbursenent and
m | eage for attending neetings at |ocations other than Jackson,

M ssissippi. The designee of the State Board for Comrunity and
Juni or Col |l eges shall receive per diem conpensation as authorized
by Section 25-3-69, M ssissippi Code of 1972, for attending said
neetings, and shall be entitled to reinbursenent for actual
expense rei nbursenent and m | eage, which shall be paid from funds
appropriated to the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of

Hi gher Learning.
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SECTION 2. Section 25-41-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

amended as fol |l ows:

25-41-5. (1) Al official neetings of any public body,
unl ess otherw se provided in this chapter or in the Constitutions
of the United States of Anerica or the State of M ssissippi, are
declared to be public neetings and shall be open to the public at
all tinmes unless declared an executive session as provided in
Section 25-41-7.

(2) A public body may conduct any neeting, other than an
executive session called pursuant to Section 25-41-7, wherein
public business is discussed or transacted, through tel econference
or video neans. * * * A quorum of the public body nmay be

physi cal ly assenbl ed at different |ocations for the purpose of

conducting a neeting * * * through tel econference or video neans
provided their participation is available to the general public.

(3) (a) Noti ce of any neetings held pursuant to subsection
(2) of this section shall be provided at least thirty (30) days in
advance of the date scheduled for the neeting. The notice shal
i nclude the date, tinme, place and purpose for the neeting and
shall identify the locations for the neeting. All |ocations for
the neeting shall be made accessible to the public. Al persons
attending the neeting at any of the neeting |locations shall be
afforded the sanme opportunity to address the public body as
persons attending the primary or central |ocation. Any
interruption in the tel econference or video broadcast of the
meeting shall result in the suspension of action at the neeting
until repairs are nmade and public access restored.

(b) Thirty-day notice shall not be required for

t el econference or video neetings continued to address an energency
as provided in subsection (5) of this section or to conclude the
agenda of a tel econference or video neeting of the public body for

whi ch the proper notice has been given, when the date, tine, place
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and purpose of the continued neeting are set during the neeting
prior to adjournnent.

(4) An agenda and nmaterials that will be distributed to
nmenbers of the public body and that have been made avail able to
the staff of the public body in sufficient time for duplication
and forwarding to all |ocations where public access wll be
provi ded shall be nade available to the public at the tinme of the
nmeeting. Mnutes of all neetings held by tel econference or video
nmeans shall be recorded as required by Section 25-41-11. Votes
taken during any neeting conducted through tel econference or video
nmeans shall be recorded by nanme in roll-call fashion and incl uded
inthe mnutes. 1In addition, the public body shall nake an audio
recording of the neeting, if a teleconference nediumis used, or
an audi o/ visual recording, if the neeting is held by video neans.
The recording shall be preserved by the public body for a period
of three (3) years follow ng the date of the neeting and shall be
avai lable to the public.

(5 A public body nay neet by tel econference or video neans
as often as needed if an energency exists and the public body is
unable to neet in regular session. Public bodies conducting
energency neetings through tel econference or video neans shal
conply with the provisions of subsection (4) of this section
requiring mnutes, recordation and preservation of the audio or
audi o/ vi sual recording of the neeting. The nature of the
energency shall be stated in the m nutes.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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