M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Senator(s) Albritton To: Judiciary, Division B
Appropri ations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2901

AN ACT TO CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPl SATELLI TE CRI ME LAB STUDY
COM TTEE; TO SPECI FY THE MEMBERSHI P THEREOF;, TO SET FORTH THE
PURPOSE OF THE STUDY COW TTEE; TO PROVI DE FOR THE ELECTI ON OF A
CHAI RPERSON AND OTHER OFFI CERS; TO PROVI DE FOR MEETI NGS OF THE
COM TTEE; TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY TO PROVI DE
ADM NI STRATI VE SUPPORT TO THE COWM TTEE; TO SET FORTH ADDI TI ONAL
DUTI ES AND PONERS OF THE COW TTEE;, TO REQUI RE STATE AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AGENCI ES TO ASSI ST THE COW TTEE; TO AUTHORI ZE THE
COMM TTEE TO ENLI ST THE SERVI CE OF OTHER AGENCI ES, ASSQOCI ATl ONS
10 AND ORGANI ZATI ONS TO ASSI ST THE COW TTEE; TO AUTHORI ZE THE
11 COW TTEE TO EMPLOY SUPPORT PERSONNEL; TO AUTHORI ZE PER DI EM
12 PAYMENT AND TRAVEL EXPENSES; TO AUTHORI ZE EXPENDI TURE OF
13 APPROPRI ATED FUNDS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

14 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
15 SECTION 1. (1) The Mssissippi Satellite Crime Lab Study
16 Commttee is hereby created. It shall consist of fifteen (15)

17 wvoting and two (2) nonvoting nmenbers who are to be sel ected as
18 foll ows:

19 (a) The chair of the Departnment of the Admi nistration
20 of Justice at the University of Southern M ssissippi, or his

21 designee, shall be a nenber.

22 (b) The chair of the Departnment of the Admi nistration
23 of Justice at the University of M ssissippi, or his designee,

24 shall be a nenber.

25 (c) One (1) circuit judge shall be elected by the

26 Conference of Circuit Judges and one (1) county court judge shall
27 be elected by the Conference of County Court Judges.

28 (d) One (1) sheriff shall be elected by the Sheriffs'
29 Associ ation.

30 (e) One (1) police chief shall be elected by the

31 Police Chiefs' Association.
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(f) The Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Conmttee,
Division B, and the Chairman of the House of Representatives
Judiciary "B" Commttee, or their designees, shall serve as
| egi sl ative |iaisons and nonvoting nenbers.

(g) The Lieutenant Governor shall appoint two (2)
menbers, neither of whomis an attorney nor a nmenber of the
Legi sl ature.

(h) The Speaker of the House shall appoint two (2)
menbers, neither of whomis an attorney nor a nmenber of the
Legi sl ature.

(1) The Presidents of The M ssissippi Bar and the
Magnol i a Bar Associ ation shall each appoint one (1) nenber, each
of whom shall be licensed to practice lawin the State of
M ssi ssi ppi .

(j) Two (2) prosecutors shall be elected by the
Prosecutors' Association, at |east one (1) of whomis a District
Attorney or enployed by a District Attorney.

(k) The Governor shall appoint one (1) Public Defender,
who may work at either the trial or appellate |evel.

Menbers shall be appointed for a two-year term  Appoi ntnents
and vacancies on the study commttee shall be filled by the
respective sel ecting and appointing authorities.

(2) The purpose of the study commttee shall be to nmake
recommendations to the Legislature, the Departnment of Public
Safety, and the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher
Learning as to the needs of the Mssissippi Crinme Lab, including
obtaining statistical information with reference to cases in the
various courts in M ssissippi; conducting research relating to
i nprovenent of the delivery of services to the judicial system and
the | aw enforcenent agencies in the State of M ssissippi; and
maki ng a conprehensive study of the state Crine Lab for the
pur pose of the inprovenent thereof. In addition, the study

commttee is charged with the exam nation of the operational
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needs, including budget, staffing, and the best placenent

adm nistratively, of the current Crine Lab, as well as the
possibility of inaugurating satellite |abs under the auspices of
the Crimnal Justice Prograns of the University of Southern

M ssissippi in Hattiesburg and the University of Mssissippi in
Oxford to assist the Crinme Lab in the southern and northern thirds
of the state by utilization of faculty and graduate student skills
to reduce the backlog of cases, and may make such policy
recommendations as will pronote the adm nistration of justice.

(3) (a) The Governor shall set and give notice of the tine,
date and place of the initial neeting, at which tinme the study
committee shall elect a chairperson fromits nmenbers who shal
preside at the neetings of the commttee. The chair shall not
vote unl ess necessary to break a tie vote of the commttee. 1In
addition, the conmttee shall elect a vice chair who shall preside
over neetings in the absence of the chair. The commttee shal
el ect any other officers which it considers necessary to carry out
t he purpose of the comnmttee. The conmttee may form any
committees fromits nenbership in order to assist the conmttee in
acconplishing its purposes as provided in this chapter.

(b) The commttee shall neet quarterly and at such
other tines as neetings may be called by the chair. A mgjority of
the nenbers shall constitute a quorum at any neeting. Any final
action taken by the study comnmttee shall require the affirmative
vote of a mpjority of the nonlegislative nenbers.

(4) The Departnent of Public Safety shall provide such
support of the Mssissippi Satellite Crine Lab Study Comnmttee as
i's necessary to acconplish the purposes of this act, including,
but not limted to, research and clerical assistance.

(5 (a) In addition to the other duties specified, the
commttee shall file a report with the Legislature not later than
Novenber 15, 2006. The docunment shall report on the operational

and adm nistrative state of the crine |ab, with enphasis on the
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state of the case backlog. The report shall al so nake specific
recommendations for inprovenent in the adm nistration and
operation of the crine |ab.
(b) The commttee is authorized and enpowered for the

acconplishnment of its purposes to undertake any studies, reviews,
i nquiries, hearings, exam nations, surveys or analyses as it nay
deem pertinent, relevant and justified. The conmttee shal
propose and prepare in detailed formfor the consideration of the
Legi sl ature such anendnents to existing |law, such statutes, and
such constitutional anendnents as in the judgnent of the commttee
will inprove the operation of the crine |lab and pronote the
adm ni stration of justice.

(6) The commttee is authorized to call upon any and al
exi sting courts, agencies, departnents, divisions, officers,
enpl oyees, boards, bureaus, comm ssions and institutions of the
State of M ssissippi, or any political subdivision thereof, to
furni sh such information, data and assistance as wll enable it to
carry out its powers and duties hereunder and all such agenci es,
departnents, divisions, officers, enployees, boards, bureaus,
comm ssions and institutions of the State of Mssissippi and its
political subdivisions are hereby directed to cooperate with the
commttee and render such information, data, aid and assi stance as
may be requested by the committee.

(7) The commttee shall have the power to enlist the
services of any agency, either public or private, or any
i ndi vi dual or educational institution, bar association, research
organi zation, foundation or educational or civic organization for
assi stance in acconplishing the purposes of this act, conducting
research studies, gathering information or printing and publishing
its reports. The conmttee is authorized to make and sign any
agreenents or contracts to do or performany actions that may be
necessary, desirable or proper to carry out the purposes and

obj ectives of this chapter.
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(8 The commttee may enpl oy any agents, clerks,
researchers, counsel, consultants and ot her personnel necessary
for the performance of the duties of the study commttee and fix
their respective rates of conpensation, all subject to the
approval of the State Personnel Board and within the anounts nade
avai l abl e by appropriation therefor or received from ot her
sour ces.

(9) Menbers of the conmttee shall receive a per diem as
provided in Section 25-3-69 for actual attendance upon neetings of
the study commttee, together with rei nbursenent for traveling and
subsi stence expenses incurred as provided in Section 25-3-41,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, except that nenbers of the study
commttee who are nenbers of the Legislature shall not receive per
diem for attendance while the Legislature is in session and no
nmenber whose regul ar conpensation is payable by the state or any
political subdivision of the state shall receive per diemfor

at t endance upon neetings of the study commttee.

(10) The conmmttee is authorized and enpowered to receive
and expend any funds appropriated to it by the Legislature and any
funds received by it fromany other source in carrying out the
obj ectives and purposes of this chapter.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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