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Senat or (s) CGordon To: Finance

SENATE BILL NO 2885
(As Passed the Senate)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 31-31-3, 31-31-5, 31-31-7, 31-31-9
AND 31-31-11, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT THE
DEPARTMENT OF FI NANCE AND ADM NI STRATI ON SHALL ADM NI STER THE
M SSI SSI PPl TELECOVMUNI CATI ON CONFERENCE AND TRAI NI NG CENTER; TO
ABOLI SH THE M SSI SSI PPl TELECOVMUNI CATI ON CONFERENCE AND TRAI NI NG
COMM SSI ON AND TRANSFER | TS POVERS, DUTI ES, RECORDS, PROPERTY,
FUNDS AND OTHER ASSETS AND PERSONNEL TO THE DEPARTMENT OF FI NANCE
AND ADM NI STRATI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 31-31-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

31-31-3. As used in this chapter

(a) "Departnent” neans the Departnent of Finance and

Adm ni strati on.

(b) "Facility" neans the M ssissippi Tel econmuni cation
Conference and Training Center located in the City of Jackson,
M ssi ssi ppi .
(c) "Fund" nmeans the M ssissippi Tel econmuni cati on
Conf erence and Training Center Fund.
(d) "Hotel™ or "notel™ means and includes a place of
| odging that at any one tinme will accommodate transient guests on
a daily or weekly basis and that is known to the trade as such.
Such ternms shall not include a place of |odging with ten (10) or
| ess rental units.
SECTION 2. Section 31-31-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
31-31-5. (1) There is hereby created a conm ssion to be
known as the "M ssissippi Tel ecommuni cati on Conference and
Trai ni ng Center Conmmi ssion” which shall consist of eleven (11)

nmenbers as foll ows:
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(a) The Executive Director of the Departnent of
Econom ¢ and Communi ty Devel opnent;

(b) The Mayor of the City of Jackson;

(c) The President of Jackson State University;

(d) The Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs of the
Uni versity of M ssissippi Medical Center;

(e) The Executive Director of the Metro Jackson
Convention and Visitors Bureau;

(f) The Executive Director of the Institute for
Technol ogy Devel opnent;

(g) Three (3) nenbers of the private sector appointed
by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate, to
serve a termconcurrent wth that of the Governor; and

(h) Two (2) nmenbers of the private sector appointed by
t he Li eutenant Governor, with the advise and consent of the
Senate, to serve a termconcurrent wwth that of the Lieutenant
Gover nor .

(2) The nenbers of the comm ssion shall serve w thout
conpensati on except that nenbers shall be paid their actual and
necessary expenses in connection with the perfornmance of their
duties as nenbers of the comm ssion including mleage, as
aut horized in Section 25-3-41 and each nenber who is not a state
enpl oyee or a public official shall be paid a per diem as
authorized in Section 25-3-69. Expenses, mleage and per diem
al | omance shall be paid out of the M ssissippi Tel econmuni cation
Conf erence and Training Center Fund.

(3) The comm ssion shall elect fromits nenbership a
chai rman, who shall preside over neetings, and a vice chairnman,
who shall preside in the absence of the chairman. Four (4)
menbers of the comm ssion shall constitute a quorumfor the

transaction of any and all business of the comm ssion.
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(4) The comm ssion shall appoint a director who shall be
responsi ble for conducting the day to day business of the
comm ssi on.

(5) Lease of the facility as provided for in Section

31-31-7, the M ssissippi Tel ecommuni cati on Conference and Trai ning

Center Comm ssion shall be abolished and all:

(a) Records, property, funds and other assets and

personnel of the conm ssion shall be transferred to the

departnent; and

(b) Any personal service, nmanagenent or other contracts

of like nature entered into by the comm ssion shall be cancell ed.

SECTION 3. Section 31-31-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

31-31-7. The departnment shall have the follow ng powers with

regard to the M ssissippi Tel ecomruni cati on Conference and

Trai ning Center:

* * %

(a) To establish, construct, enlarge, inprove,
mai ntai n, equip, operate and regulate the facility and ot her
property incidental thereto, including any additional property or

facilities considered by the departnent to pronote the business,

usage or economc viability of the facility;

(b) To grant to others the privilege to operate for
profit concessions, |eases and franchises, including but not
limted to, the furnishing of food and banquet services,
managenent servi ces, and other services necessary to the operation
of the facility and such concessions, |eases and franchi ses shal
be exclusive or |limted,;

(c) To lease the facility to any public or private

entity,;

(d) To determine fees, rates and charges for the use of

the facility;
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94 (e) To apply for and accept gifts, or grants of noney

95 or gifts, grants or |loans of other property or other financial

96 assistance fromany source to carry out the purposes of this

97 chapter;

98 (f) To borrow funds needed to carry out the purposes of
99 this chapter; * * * however, * * * such debt may be secured only
100 by the revenues generated by the facility, funds generated by the
101 tax levied pursuant to Section 31-31-11 and the proceeds of any

102 bonds issued pursuant to this chapter;

103 (g) To appoint, enploy or engage such officers,
104 enpl oyees, architects, engineers, attorneys, accountants,
105 financial advisors, investnment bankers and ot her advisors,

106 consultants, and agents as nay be necessary or appropriate to

107 carry out the purposes of this chapter;

108 (h) To nmake, assune and enter into all contracts,
109 | eases and arrangenents necessary or incidental to the exercise

110 for its powers, including, but not limted to, contracts for

111 managenent, operation or marketing of all or any part of the
112 facility;
113 (i) To adopt, anend and repeal rules and regul ati ons

114 for the use, maintenance and operation of the facility and

115 governing the conduct of persons and organi zations using the

116 facility and to enforce such rules and regul ations; and

117 (j) To do all things necessary or convenient to the
118 purposes of this chapter.

119 SECTION 4. Section 31-31-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
120 anended as fol |l ows:

121 31-31-9. Al nonies and revenues collected * * * fromfees,

122 rates and charges for the use of the facility shall be paid by the

123 departnent to the State Treasurer, to be deposited to the credit
124 of a special fund to be known as the "M ssissipp
125 Tel ecommuni cation Conference and Training Center Fund." Money in

126 the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall not |apse into the

S. B. No. 2885 *SS26/R601PS*
06/ SS26/ R601PS
PAGE 4



127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159

General Fund and interest earned on any anmounts deposited into the
fund shall be credited to the special fund. Except as otherw se
provided in Section 31-31-11, all expenses incident to the
operation and upkeep of the facility shall be paid out of the
fund.

SECTION 5. Section 31-31-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

31-31-11. (1) For the purpose of providing funds for the
paynment of a certain portion of the debt service on any bonds
i ssued pursuant to this chapter and for the purpose of providing
funds for the maintenance of the facility and renovati ons,
i nprovenents and additions to the facility, there is hereby
| evi ed, assessed and shall be collected fromevery person engagi ng
in or doing business in the Cty of Jackson, M ssissippi, as
specified herein, a tax which may be cited as an "occupancy tax,"
whi ch shall be in addition to all other taxes now i nposed. Such
tax shall be upon each hotel and notel |ocated within the Cty of
Jackson in the amount of Seventy-five Cents (75¢) per day for each
occupi ed room

(2) Persons |liable for the tax inposed herein shall add the
anmopunt of tax to the price of roons, and in addition thereto shal
collect, insofar as practicable, the anobunt of the tax due by him
fromthe person receiving the services or goods at the tinme of
paynment therefor.

(3) Such tax shall be collected by and paid to the State Tax
Comm ssion on a formprescribed by the State Tax Comm ssion, in
the sanme manner that state sales taxes are collected and paid; and
the full enforcenment provisions and all other provisions of
Chapter 65, Title 27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, shall apply as
necessary to the inplenentation and adm nistration of this
chapter.

(4) The proceeds of such tax shall be deposited by the State

Tax Comm ssion into the reserve fund created pursuant to
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subsection (5) of this section on or before the fifteenth day of
the nonth following the nonth in which collected by the State Tax
Conmi ssi on.

(5) There is hereby created in the State Treasury a speci al
fund to be called the "M ssissippi Tel econmuni cati on Conference
and Training Facility Reserve Fund." Money in the fund at the end
of a fiscal year shall not |apse into the General Fund and
i nterest earned on any anmount deposited into the fund shall be
credited to the special fund. Money in the fund shall be used to
pay a portion of the debt service of the bonds issued pursuant to
this chapter as specified in subsection (6) of this section and to
provi de funds for the maintenance and operation of the facility,
including, but not limted to, the director and all other
personnel for operational purposes. * * *

(6) The anobunt of the debt service that shall be paid
annually fromthe reserve fund shall be the anount of the debt
service on bonds attributable to forty percent (40% of the cost
of constructing the facility and the anount of the debt service on
bonds attributable to all land acquisition costs. Anpunts
remaining in the fund in any fiscal year after the paynents
required by this subsection for debt service, nay be used * * * to
provi de funds for the maintenance of the facility and renovati ons,
i nprovenents and additions to the facility.

(7) Before the taxes authorized by this chapter shall be
i nposed, the nunicipal governing authorities of the Cty of
Jackson shall adopt a resolution declaring its intention to |evy
the tax, setting forth the anount of such tax and establishing the
date on which this tax initially shall be levied and coll ected.
This date shall be not less than the first day of the second nonth
fromthe date of adoption of the resolution.

The resolution shall be published in a |ocal newspaper at
| east twice during the period fromthe adoption of the resolution

to the effective date of the taxation prescribed in this section,

S. B. No. 2885 *SS26/R601PS*
06/ SS26/ R601PS
PAGE 6



193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201

with the | ast publication being made no | ater than ten (10) days
prior to the effective date of such taxation.

(8) The tax inposed pursuant to this section shall remain in
force and effect until the Gty of Jackson shall by resolution
rescind the tax; * * * however, * * * the tax inposed pursuant to
this section shall not be rescinded if any bonds issued pursuant
to this chapter renain outstanding.

SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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