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Senat or (s) Cuevas To: Judiciary, Division A

SENATE BI LL NO. 2859

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 75-57-47, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE CERTAIN LI M TATIONS OF LI ABILITY TO PERSONS OTHER THAN
CONSUMERS WHO WORK W TH LI QUEFI ED PETROLEUM GAS; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 75-57-47, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

75-57-47. (1) Fromand after the effective date of this
chapter, any installer or other person who shall install, connect,
alter, extend, change or repair any |iquefied conpressed gas or
conpressed natural gas system container or appliance whatsoever,
or who shall install, connect, change, extend, alter or repair any
pi ping or fitting connected with or attached to any liquefied
conpressed gas or conpressed natural gas container, system or
appliance shall, within fifteen (15) days after the conpletion
thereof, give notice to the State Liquefied Conpressed Gas Board,
in witing, on forns to be provided by the State Liquefied
Conpressed Gas Board, that such installation, connection,
alteration, extension, change or repair has been nade, which
notice shall give full details with reference thereto, and shal
give the name of the person at whose order sane was nade, and the
nane of the installer, as provided in this chapter, under whose
supervision the installation, alteration, etc., was made and the
address of the prem ses upon which same was nmade. Any person who
shall install, connect, alter, extend, change or repair any
| i quefied conpressed gas or conpressed natural gas system
cont ai ner or appliance, or any piping or fitting connected or

attached thereto, without giving notice to the State Liquefied
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Conpressed Gas Board as provided herein shall be subject to the
sanctions set out in this chapter.

(2) Upon receiving notice of any installation of a |liquefied
conpressed gas systemor natural gas fueling systemother than a
| i quefi ed petrol eum gas carburetion system it shall be at the
di scretion of the Conm ssioner of Insurance to cause sane to be
i nspected, and if he or she approves sane after such inspection,
he or she shall |eave upon such prem ses a witten certificate of
approval. Upon receiving notice of any connection, alteration,
extensi on, change or repair to any systemrequired to be inspected
at the time of installation under the provisions of this
subsection, the Comm ssioner of Insurance nmay cause the systemto
be inspected if he or she believes that sufficient change or
repair has been nade so as to alter the systemfromits original
installation.

|f, after such inspection, the inspector finds that the
installation or repair has not been properly made, he or she shal
report such fact to the distributor or installer nmaking the
installation and request that corrections be made within
seventy-two (72) hours after the tinme of such inspection, if the
defects are such that can be corrected w thout the necessity of
condemming the entire system Any distributor or installer who
fails or refuses to nake the corrections after requested so to do
by the inspector, after a hearing before the State Liquefied
Conpressed Gas Board, nay have his authority or certificate of
conpl i ance suspended or revoked.

Installers, as defined in this chapter, are hereby authorized
to issue tenporary certificates of approval for use before
i nspection by the Conm ssioner of Insurance, but no certificate
i ssued by an installer shall be valid for a period | onger than one
hundred twenty (120) days from date of conpletion or alteration,
repair or installation covered by said certificate. The

provi sions of this paragraph shall not relieve the dealer, or
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ot her person, fromthe liability of having such installation
i nspected by the Comm ssioner of Insurance, as provided in this
chapter.

All certificates of approval and permts issued by |iquefied
gas inspectors under the ternms of this section shall be executed
in duplicate, and the copy thereof shall be filed and preserved in
the office of the State Liquefied Conpressed Gas Board for not
| ess than three (3) years fromthe date thereof.

(3) Al liquefied petroleum gas carburetion systens and
natural gas carburetion systens shall be installed by an
installer, or autonobile manufacturer, or be inspected by a
representative of the State Liquefied Conpressed Gas Board or
Comm ssi oner of Insurance when not installed by such qualified
installer or manufacturer.

Al liquefied petroleumor natural gas carburetion systens
installed on vehicles, including school buses, used in public
transportation shall be inspected by a field inspector. The State
Li quefi ed Conpressed Gas Board may cause to be inspected any
installations of liquefied petroleumgas or natural gas
carburetion systens on any other type vehicles as they deem
necessary. All such installations shall conmply with the rules and
regul ati ons promul gated by the State Liquefied Conpressed Gas
Boar d.

No person may, for a fee, install liquefied petroleum or
nat ural gas carburetion systens unless such person holds a |license
as an installer issued by the State Liquefied Conpressed Gas
Boar d.

Any person who operates a vehicle on which a Iiquefied
petrol eum or natural gas carburetion system has been installed by
a person other than an installer shall apply to the State
Li quefi ed Conpressed Gas Board for inspection of such installation
within fifteen (15) days of such installation. No distributor of

| i quefied petrol eumor natural gas, or any other person, shal
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95 fill or cause to be filled any such system whi ch has not been
96 inspected as required by this chapter.
97 Any person who violates any of the provisions of this

98 subsection shall be subject to the penalties provided in this

99 chapter.
100 (4) No distributor of liquefied conpressed gas, or other
101 person, shall fill, cause to be filled, or permt to be filled,

102 any container or systemunless the installation, alteration,

103 extension, connection, change and repair thereof, and of al

104 appliances connected and used therewith, and of all pipings and
105 fittings connected or attached thereto, shall have first been
106 inspected and approved by an inspector of the State Liquefied
107 Conpressed Gas Board or Conm ssioner of Insurance or installed or
108 altered by an installer as described in this chapter, and unl ess
109 there is exhibited to such distributor or other person the

110 approval of the inspector or installer provided for in the

111 foregoi ng paragraphs; nor shall any person turn on or use such
112 systens, containers, appliances, piping or fittings until sane
113 have been so inspected and approved, and such approval is

114 exhibited to him Any person who shall violate the provisions of
115 this subsection, after a duly called hearing before the State
116 Liquefied Conpressed Gas Board, may have his |icense suspended or
117 revoked.

118 (5 Any liquefied conpressed gas deal er, or other person,
119 nmay apply to the State Liquefied Conpressed Gas Board, for

120 permssion to take an examnation to qualify as an installer, as
121 defined under the provisions of this chapter. The State Liquefied
122 Conpressed Gas Board shall prepare an exam nation which is

123 sufficient to test the know edge of the applicant as to his

124 qualifications for installing, repairing, altering, etc.,

125 equi pnent used in the handling of |Iiquefied conpressed gases and
126 of his know edge of the handling and storage of such gases. |If,

127 after exam nation, the applicant is found to be conpetent and to
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possess sufficient qualifications, the State Liquefied Conpressed
Gas Board shall issue to such applicant a license or certificate
whi ch shall designate the systemor systens which the applicant is
qualified to install. The State Liquefied Conpressed Gas Board
shall have the authority to establish different classes of
installers. Should the holder of any such certificate performhis
duties in an unworkmanli ke manner or be guilty of negligence,
carel essness, drunkenness on duty, or other good cause, then the
State Liquefied Conpressed Gas Board may cancel the certificate,
good cause bei ng shown; however, before the State Liquefied
Conpressed Gas Board shall cancel any such certificate it shal
give the hol der thereof five (5) days' witten notice of its
intention so to do, and shall grant to the person hol ding such
certificate an opportunity to be heard before the State Liquefied
Conpressed Gas Board at such tine and place as shall be fixed in
such notice, to show cause, if any he or she can, why the |icense
or certificate should not be suspended or revoked. Upon
application to the State Liquefied Conpressed Gas Board, and upon
reexam nation of the applicant by the State Liquefied Conpressed
Gas Board, a new certificate may be issued, but no such renewal
certificate shall be issued within sixty (60) days of the

cancel lation of the original certificate. The State Liquefied
Conpressed Gas Board shall have authority to conduct any type
exam nation of applicants desiring renewal certificates which
will, inits opinion, test applicant's qualifications for the

i ssuance of a renewal certificate. Any installer's certificates
heretof ore i ssued and outstanding shall be valid until suspended
or revoked.

(6) Any dealer or installer who shall alter or change any
system or bulk storage plant system or who shall substitute or
change any such fitting, after said system has been approved by an
i nspector of the Comm ssioner of Insurance, w thout first

obtai ning the perm ssion of such an inspector so to do, may be
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enjoined fromcontinuing in the business of a dealer or installer,
as defined in this chapter, in the State of Mssissippi for a
period of not |ess than one (1) year, and any judge or chancell or
authorized to grant injunctions may grant and issue the injunction
herein aut hori zed, but no such injunction shall be issued except
upon notice of not less than five (5) days to the dealer or
installer sought to be enjoined. It is expressly provided,
however, that nothing herein shall prevent a dealer or an
installer frommaking additional installations to any such system
provi ded that proper notice thereof is given to the Comm ssioner
of Insurance on forns provided by himor her in the sane manner as
such notice is required to be given in cases of installations,
repairs and alterations; nor shall anything herein prevent a
dealer or an installer from maki ng energency repairs to any system
or fitting when such repairs are nmade necessary by a nechanica
defect, breakdown or injury to such systemor fitting, but in the
event of such energency repairs, the dealer or installer making
sane shall, within fifteen (15) days after meking such repairs,
gi ve the Comm ssioner of Insurance notice of the details and facts
thereof in witing.

(7) (a) No legal action shall be commenced or nmintained

agai nst any person engaged in this state in the business of

selling at retail, supplying, handling or transporting |liquefied

petroleumgas or related equipnent if the alleged injury, damage

or | oss was caused by:

(i) The alteration, nodification or repair of

I'i quefied petrol eum gas equi pnment or a |liquefied petrol eum gas

appliance if the alteration, nodification or repair was done

wi t hout the know edge and consent of the |iquefied petrol eum gas

seller, supplier, handler or transporter; or

(i1) The use of liquefied petrol eum gas equi pnent

or a liquefied petroleumgas appliance in a manner or for a
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pur pose other than that for which the equi pnent or appliance was

i ntended and that could not reasonably have been expected.

(b) A person who follows the applicabl e procedures

established by the standards of the National Fire Code as adopted

by the board and rul es promul gated pursuant to this chapter shal

not be deened to be grossly negligent or willful and wanton, and

shall not be subject to punitive or other exenplary damages.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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