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SENATE BI LL NO. 2855

AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR THE | DENTI FI CATI ON MARKI NG OF LI QUEFI ED
PETROLEUM GAS CONTAI NERS AND TO PROVI DE THAT THE OMNER OF THE
CONTAINER | S THE ONLY PERSON ALLOWED TO FI LL THE CONTAI NER; TO
PROVI DE DEFI NI TI ONS; TO PROVI DE PENALTI ES FOR VI OLATI ONS; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. For purposes of this act:

(a) "Owner" means any person who holds a witten bill
of sale or other instrument under which title to the container was
transferred to such person, any person who holds a paid or
recei pted i nvoi ce show ng purchase and paynent of such contai ner,
any person whose nane, initials, mark or other identifying device
has been plainly and | egibly stanped or otherw se shown upon the
surface of such container for a period of not |less than one (1)
year before the final enactnment and approval of this act or any
manuf acturer of a container who has not sold or transferred
ownership thereof by witten bill of sale or otherw se.

(b) "Liquefied petroleum gas” neans any material which
i s conposed predom nately of any of the follow ng hydrocarbons or
m xtures of the sane: propane, propylene, butanes (nornmal butane
and i so-butane) and butyl enes.

SECTION 2. This act shall not apply to any |iquefied

petrol eum gas contai ner designed to hold twenty (20) pounds or
| ess of |iquefied petroleum gas.

SECTION 3. [If a liquefied petroleum gas contai ner shall bear

upon the surface thereof in plainly |egible characters the nane,
mark, initials or other identifying device of the owner thereof,

it shall be unlawful for any person except the owner or a person
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authorized in witing by him (a) to fill such container with, or
wi thdraw fromthe container, |iquefied petroleumgas or any other
gas or conpound; (b) to buy, sell, offer for sale, give, take,

| oan, deliver or permt to be delivered or otherw se use, dispose
of or traffic in any such container; or (c) to deface, erase,
obliterate, cover up or otherw se renove or conceal or change any
such name, mark, initials or other identifying device of the owner
or to place the nane, mark, initials or other identifying device
of any person other than the owner on the container.

SECTION 4. The use of a liquefied petrol eum gas contai ner or

contai ners by any person other than the person whose nane, nark,
initial or device shall be or shall have been upon such |iquefied
petrol eum gas contai ner or containers, wthout witten consent or
purchase of the marked and di stingui shed |iquefied petrol eum gas
container, for the sale of liquefied petroleumgas, filling with

| i quefied petroleumgas or the wi thdrawal of |iquefied petroleum
gas or the possession of such liquefied petroleum gas containers
by any person other than the person having his nane, mark, initial
or other device thereon, without the witten consent of the owner,
is presunptive evidence of the unlawful use, filling or refilling,
transition of or trafficking in of |iquefied petrol eum gas
cont ai ners.

SECTI ON 5. Wienever any person, or the president, secretary,

treasurer or other officer of any corporation, or its duly

aut hori zed agent who has personal know edge of the facts, shal
make oath in witing before any judge that the party so nmaking the
affidavit has reason to believe and does believe that any of its

| i quefi ed petrol eum gas containers marked with the nanme, initials,
mark or other device of the owner, are in the possession of or
being used by or being filled or transferred by, or that |iquefied
petrol eumgas is being withdrawmn fromthe container by, any person
whose nanme, initials, mark or other device does not appear on the

containers, and who is in the possession of, filling or refilling
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or using any such containers without the witten consent of the
owner of the nane, initials or trade mark, the judge, when
satisfied that there is reasonabl e cause, may issue a search
warrant and cause the prem ses designhated to be searched for the
pur pose of discovering and obtai ning the sane and may al so cause
to be brought before himthe person in whose possession the
containers may be found and shall then inquire into the

ci rcunst ances of possession. |f the judge finds that the person
has been guilty of a violation of this act, he shall inpose the
puni shnent herein prescribed, and he shall also award the
possessi on of property taken upon the search warrant to the owner
t her eof .

SECTION 6. Any person who fails to conply with any of the

provisions of this act is guilty of a m sdeneanor and, upon
conviction, shall be punished by a fine of not |ess than Five
Hundred Dol |l ars ($500. 00).

SECTION 7. In an energency situation, nothing in this act

shal |l prevent a person other than the owner fromfilling a
| i quefi ed petrol eum gas cont ai ner.
SECTION 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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