M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Senator(s) Mffatt To: Environnment Prot, Cons
and Water Res

SENATE BI LL NO. 2790

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-58-21, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,

2 TO CLARI FY THE MEMBERSH P OF THE M SSI SSI PPl COUNCI L FOR REMOTE

3 SENSI NG AND GEOGRAPHI C | NFORVATI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

4 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
5 SECTION 1. Section 25-58-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

6 anended as follows:

7 25-58-21. (1) There is established the M ssissipp

8 Coordinating Council for Renobte Sensing and Geographic Information
9 Systens, hereinafter referred to as the "council.” The counci

10 shall set and assure enforcenent of policies and standards to nake
11 it easier for renpte sensing and geographic information system

12 users around the state to share information and to facilitate

13 cost-sharing arrangenents to reduce the costs of acquiring renote
14 sensing and geographic information systemdata. The council shal
15 not oversee or regulate the activities of higher education

16 entities where it relates to the fields of teaching or research;
17 however, the council shall be informed of these activities for the
18 purpose of coordinating these higher education activities with

19 other public renote sensing and G S initiatives to achieve the
20 maxi mum benefit for the State of M ssissippi and its taxpayers.
21 The council's responsibilities include, but are not limted to:
22 (a) Coordination of renpte sensing and geographic
23 information systemactivities within M ssissippi;
24 (b) Establishing policies and standards to guide
25 M ssissippi Departnent of Information Technol ogy Services (MDD TS)
26 in the review and approval of state and | ocal governnent
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procurenent of both hardware and software devel opnent relating to
renote sensing and geographic information systens,;

(c) Oversight of MDITS inplenentation of these
responsibilities;

(d) Preparing a plan, with proposed state funding
priorities, for Mssissippi's renote sensing and geographic
informati on system activities, including devel opnent, operation
and mai nt enance of the M ssissippi Digital Earth Model;

(e) Oversight of the M ssissippi Departnent of
Environnental Quality's devel opnent and mai nt enance of the
M ssissippi Digital Earth Mdel, including establishing policies
and standards for the procurenment of renote sensing and geographic
information systemdata by state and | ocal governnental entities
and establishing the order in which the seven (7) core data | ayers
shal | be devel oped;

(f) Designating Mssissippi's official representative
to the National States Geographic Information Council and to any
ot her national or regional renote sensing or geographical
i nformati on system organi zati ons on which M ssissippi has an
of ficial seat;

(g) Establishing and designating the nenbers of an
advi sory conm ttee nmade up of policy level officials from major
state, local, regional and federal agencies, including, but not
limted to, the National Association of Space Adm nistration, the
M ssissippi Institute for Forestry Inventory, the M ssissipp
Department of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks, the M ssissipp
Public Utilities Staff, the Departnment of Marine Resources, the
county E911 coordinator, the State Health O ficer, the
Comm ssi oner of Agriculture and Commerce, the State Tax
Comm ssion, the Council of Consulting Engineers and the
M ssi ssi ppi Band of Choctaw I ndians, as well as nenbers of the

private sector;
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(h) Creating a staff level technical users commttee,
in which any public or private sector entity in M ssissipp
interested in renote sensing and geographic infornmation may be
all owed to participate;

(i) GCoordinating with the State Tax Conmm ssion to
assure that state and | ocal governnental entities do not have to
conply with two (2) sets of requirenents inposed by different
organi zations.

(2) The M ssissippi Coordinating Council for Renpte Sensing
and Geographic Information Systens will be conposed of the
foll ow ng nenbers:

(a) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Department of Environnmental Quality;

(b) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Departnent of Information Technol ogy Services;

(c) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Department of Transportation,;

(d) The Executive Director of the M ssissippi Emergency
Managenent Agency;

(e) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Devel opnent Aut hority;

(f) The Secretary of State;

(g) The Executive Director of the M ssissippi Forestry
Comm ssi on;

(h) The Director of the M ssissippi State Board of
Regi st ered Prof essional Geol ogi sts;

(1) A representative fromthe Institutions of Hi gher
Learni ng, appointed by the Conm ssioner of the Institutions of
Hi gher Lear ning;

(j) ©One (1) mayor, serving a municipality, appointed by
the Executive Director of the M ssissippi Minicipal League;

(k) The Executive Director of the M ssissippi Minicipal

League or his designee who will serve as the nenber;
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() ©One (1) county supervisor appointed by the
Executive Director of the M ssissippi Association of Supervisors;

(m The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Associ ation of Supervisors or his designee who wll serve as the
menber;

(n) A nenber of the Tax Assessors/Collectors
Associ ation, to be appointed by the president of that association;

(o) A representative of the Planning and Devel opnent
Districts, appointed by the Governor;

(p) A Senator, as a nonvoting nenber, appointed by the
Li eut enant Governor; * * *

(9) A Representative, as a nonvoting nenber, appointed
by the Speaker of the House;

(r) A nenber of the M ssissippi Association of

Prof essi onal Surveyors, appointed by the president of the

associ ation; and

(s) A nenber of the Board of Licensure for Professional

Engi neers and Surveyors, appointed by the board.

The nmenbers listed in paragraphs (a) through (g) may appoint

a desi gnee, but the designee nust be the head of an office,

bureau, division or branch within the nenber's agency.

The menbers of the council shall serve for a term concurrent
with their service as an el ected or appointed official or
concurrent wwth the termof the appointing official.

The Executive Director of the Departnment of Environnental
Quality shall serve as council chair and the Executive D rector of
I nformati on Technol ogy Services as vice chair for the first two
(2) years. After the first two (2) years, the council shall elect
fromits nmenbers a chair and vice chair, for terns to be specified
by the council.

Wth regard to the designee chosen by the Executive D rector
of the M ssissippi Minicipal League or the Executive D rector of

the M ssissippi Association of Supervisors, the designee shal
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becone a permanent nenber of the council for a term concurrent
with the termof the appointing executive director.

(3) At the direction of the chairman of the council and
contingent upon the availability of sufficient funds, each nenber
may receive reinbursenent for reasonabl e expenses, including
travel expenses in accordance with rates established pursuant to
Section 25-3-41, incurred in attending neetings of the council.
Any menber of the council who is also a state enpl oyee may not
recei ve per diem conpensation for attendi ng neetings of the study
commttee, but may be reinbursed in accordance with Section
25-3-41 for mleage and actual expenses incurred in the
performance of the duties, if authorized by vote, at a neeting of
the council, which action nust be recorded in the official mnutes
of the nmeeting. Legislative nenbers of the council will be paid
fromthe contingent expense funds of their respective houses in
the sane anobunts as provided for commttee neetings when the
Legislature is not in session.

(4) The council may accept noney from any source, public or
private, to be expended in inplenenting the duties under this
section.

(5) The council may utilize staff enployed by the agencies
affected by this section and any ot her assistance nmade avail abl e
toit.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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