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SENATE BI LL NO. 2730

AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH A STATEW DE PROGRAM FOR THE CERTI FI CATI ON
OF HEMODI ALYSI S TECHNI CI ANS BY THE M SSI SSI PPl BOARD OF NURSI NG,
TO AMEND SECTI ON 73-15-17, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) A statewide programfor certification of

henodi al ysis technicians is created according to the rul es adopted
by the M ssissippi Board of Nursing.
(2) Unless certified as a certified henodial ysis technician
pursuant to this section, no person shall:
(a) Practice as a certified henodi al ysis technician; or
(b) Use the title "certified henodial ysis technician”
or "henodi al ysis technician"” or other title, abbreviation,
|l etters, figures, signs or devices to indicate or inply that the
person is a certified henodi al ysis technician.
(3) The M ssissippi Board of Nursing is authorized and
enpower ed to:
(a) Miintain a permanent register of all certified
henodi al ysi s techni ci ans;
(b) Adopt rules for certified henodial ysis technician
trai ning prograns, including standards and curricul a;
(c) Provide for periodic evaluation of training
progr ans;
(d) Gant, deny or withdraw approval froma training
programthat fails to neet prescribed standards or fails to

mai ntain a current contract with the board;
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(e) Develop, maintain and adm nister a certification
exam nation or grant, deny or w thdraw approval of a certification
exam nation(s);

(f) Adopt rules for certification by exam nation,
endorsenent, renewal and reinstatenent; and

(g) Conduct disciplinary hearings of certified
henodi al ysi s techni ci ans concerning the restriction, denial,
suspensi on, revocation and/or discipline of a certificate hol der
in any manner specified in this section.

(4) Certified henodial ysis technician applicant
qualifications. Any applicant for a certification to performas a
henodi al ysi s technician shall submit to the M ssissippi Board of
Nur si ng:

(a) An attested witten application on a M ssissipp
Board of Nursing form

(b) A diploma froman approved high school or the
equi val ent thereof, as determ ned by the appropriate education
agency;

(c) Witten official evidence of conpletion of a
henodi al ysi s techni ci an program approved by the M ssissippi Board
of Nursi ng;

(d) Evidence of conpetence in English related to health
care/ nursing, provided the first |anguage is not English;

(e) The applicant shall pass the certification
exam nation as approved by the M ssissippi Board of Nursing; and

(f) Any other official records required by the
M ssi ssi ppi Board of Nursing.

(5) The M ssissippi Board of Nursing may, in its discretion,
refuse to accept the application of any person who has been
convicted of a crimnal offense under any provision of Title 97 or
any offense included in Section 43-11-13 or 45-33-23, M ssissipp
Code of 1972, as now or hereafter anmended, or any provision of

this section.
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(6) Every certificate issued by the M ssissippi Board of
Nursing to practice as a certified henodial ysis technician shal
be renewed every two (2) years. The certified henodi al ysis
techni ci an seeking renewal shall submt proof of enploynent as a
certified henodial ysis technician, proof of having nmet continuing
education requirenents adopted by the M ssissippi Board of Nursing
and any other official records required by the M ssissippi Board
of Nur si ng.

(7) The M ssissippi Board of Nursing shall establish
nonr ef undabl e fees necessary for the admnistration of this
section, including, but not [imted to, fees for initial
certification by initial or subsequent exam nation, renewal of
certification, reinstatenent of a | apsed certificate, endorsenent,
initial review and approval of a training program subsequent
revi ew and approval of a training program

SECTION 2. Section 73-15-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-15-17. The M ssissippi Board of Nursing is authorized and
enpower ed to:

(a) Adopt and fromtine to time revise such rules and
regul ations consistent with the |law as shall be necessary to
govern its proceedings and carry into effect the provisions of
this chapter.

(b) Require the secretary to keep records of al
neetings of the board and keep a record of all proceedings, and to
prepare a register of registered nurses and a register of |icensed
practical nurses, all nurses appearing thereon to be duly |icensed
under this chapter, and which registers shall be open for public
i nspection at all reasonable tines.

(c) |Issue subpoenas, require attendance of w tnesses

and adm ni ster oaths of persons giving testinony.
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(d) Cause the prosecution of all persons violating the
provi sions of this chapter, and incur such necessary expenses
t herefor.

(e) Conduct hearings upon charges calling for
discipline of a licensee or revocation of a license or of the
privilege to practice.

(f) Present a true and full report to the Governor and
the Legislature, together with statement of receipts and
di sbursenents on or before February 1 of each year.

(g) Mintain an office in Jackson for the
adm nistration of this chapter.

(h) File an annual list of all certificates of
registration issued by the board with the Secretary of State's
office for both registered nurses and |licensed practical nurses.

(1) File an annual list of all certificates of
registration issued by the board to registered nurses, including
addresses of the persons with the M ssissippi Nurses' Association;
and file a simlar list of all certificates of registration issued
to licensed practical nurses, including addresses of the persons,
with the M ssissippi Federation of Licensed Practical Nurses and
the M ssissippi Licensed Practical Nurses Associ ation.

(j) Adopt a seal which shall be in the formof a circle
with the image of an eagle in the center, and around the margin
the words "M ssissippi Board of Nursing”, and under the imge of
the eagle the word "Oficial". The seal shall be affixed to
certificates and warrants issued by the board, and to all records
sent up on appeal fromits decisions.

(k) Schedul e dates and | ocations for state board
exam nations for examning qualified applicants for |icensure.

(I') Examne, license and renew |icenses of duly
qual i fied applicants.

(m Appoint and enploy a qualified person who shall not

be a nenber of the board to serve as executive director, define
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the duties, fix the conpensation and del egate to himor her those
activities that wll expedite the functions of the board. The
executive director shall neet all the qualifications for board
menbers, and shall in addition:

(i) Have had at |least a naster's degree in
nursing, eight (8) years' experience as a registered nurse, five
(5) of which shall be in teaching or in admnistration, or a
conbi nati on thereof; and

(1i1) Have been actively engaged in nursing for at
| east five (5) years immedi ately precedi ng appoi nt nment.

(n) Enploy, discharge, define duties and fix
conpensati on of such other persons as nmay be necessary to carry
out the provisions of this chapter.

(o) Secure the services of research consultants as
deened necessary who shall receive a per diem travel and ot her
necessary expenses incurred while engaged by the board.

(p) To enter into contracts with any other state or
federal agency or with any private person, organi zation or group
capabl e of contracting, if it finds such action to be in the
public interest and in the furtherance of its responsibilities.

(q) To establish and conduct a statew de program for

certification of henodialysis technicians pursuant to Section 1 of

Senate Bill No. 2730, 2006 Regul ar Sessi on.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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