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Senat or (s) Nunnel ee To: Judiciary, Division B

SENATE BI LL NO. 2729

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 43-21-355 AND 41-21-97, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO ADD LI CENSED PROFESSI ONAL COUNSELORS TO CERTAIN
PROVI SI ONS PROVI DI NG | MMUNI TY FOR THE GOOD FAI TH REPCORTI NG OF
SUSPECTED CASES OF ABUSE AND NEGLECT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 43-21-355, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-21-355. Any attorney, physician, dentist, intern,
resident, nurse, psychol ogist, social worker, child protection
specialist, child care giver, mnister, |aw enforcenment officer,
school attendance officer, public school district enployee,

nonpubl i ¢ school enployee, |icensed professional counsel or or any

ot her person participating in the nmaking of a required report
pursuant to Section 43-21-353 or participating in the judicial
proceedi ng resulting therefromshall be presuned to be acting in
good faith. Any person or institution reporting in good faith
shall be inmmune fromany liability, civil or crimnal, that m ght
ot herwi se be incurred or inposed.

SECTION 2. Section 41-21-97, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-21-97. The hospital records of and information pertaining
to patients at treatnent facilities or patients being treated by
physi ci ans, psychol ogi sts (as defined in Section 73-31-3(e)),

| i censed master social workers or licensed professional counselors

shal |l be confidential and shall be released only: (a) upon
written authorization of the patient; (b) upon order of a court of
conpetent jurisdiction; (c) when necessary for the continued

treatment of a patient; (d) when, in the opinion of the director,

S. B. No. 2729 *SS01/R1089* Gl/ 2
06/ SS01/ R1089
PAGE 1



29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42

rel ease is necessary for the determnation of eligibility for
benefits, conpliance with statutory reporting requirenents, or

ot her lawful purpose; or (e) when the patient has conmunicated to
the treating physician, psychol ogist (as defined in Section

73-31-3(e)), master social worker or licensed professional

counsel or an actual threat of physical violence against a clearly
identified or reasonably identifiable potential victimor victins,
and then the treating physician, psychologist (as defined in

Section 73-31-3(e)), master social worker or |icensed professional

counsel or may conmuni cate the threat only to the potential victim
or victinms, a |aw enforcenent agency, or the parent or guardi an of
a mnor who is identified as a potential victim

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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