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Senat or (s) Mbrgan To: Mnicipalities

SENATE BI LL NO. 2720

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 21-8-23, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
CLARI FY THAT AN | NCUMBENT MAYOR WHO SUCCEEDS HI MSELF MUST
REAPPO NT AND SUBM T FOR COUNCI L APPROVAL ANY DEPARTMENT HEAD THE
MAYOR DESI RES TO CONTI NUE TO SERVE I N THAT CAPACI TY; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 21-8-23, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

21-8-23. (1) The nunicipality may have a departnent of
adm ni strati on and such ot her departnents as the council may
establish by ordinance. Al of the adm nistrative functions,
powers and duties of the nunicipality shall be allocated and
assi gned anong and wi thin such departnents.

(2) Each departnent shall be headed by a director, who shal
be appoi nted by the nmayor and confirned by an affirnmative vote of
a mpjority of the council present and voting at the neeting. Each
director shall serve during the termof office of the mayor
appointing him and until the appointnment and qualification of his

successor. There shall be no restriction upon a departnment

director's eligibility to succeed hinself, except that the

director shall be reappointed by the mayor for a new term and

reconfirmed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the counci

present and voting at the neeting.

(3) The mayor may, in his discretion, renove the director of
any departnent. Directors of departnents shall be excluded from
t he coverage of any ordi nance or general |aw providing for a civil
service systemin the mnunicipality; provided, however, al

i ndi vi dual s serving as heads of departnents at the tine of the
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muni ci pality's adoption of the mayor-council formas described in

this chapter shall continue to be covered by the provisions of the
civil service systemin effect at the time the mayor-council form
i s adopt ed.

(4) Directors of departnents shall appoi nt subordinate
officers and enpl oyees within their respective departnents and
may, with approval of the mayor, renove the officers and enpl oyees
subject to the provisions of any ordi nance establishing a civil
service system where that systemis effective in the municipality,
or other general |aw, provided, however, that the council may
provi de by ordi nance for the appointnment and renoval of specific
boards or comm ssions by the mayor.

(5) \Wenever the city council is authorized by any provision
of general |aw to appoint the nenbers of any board, authority or
commi ssion, the power of appointnent shall be deenmed to vest in
the mayor with the confirmation of an affirmative vote of a
majority of the council present and voting at any neeting.

(6) The council shall also require all officers and
enpl oyees handling or having the custody of any of the public
funds of the municipality to give bond, with sufficient surety, to
be payabl e, conditioned and approved as provided by law, in an
amount to be determ ned by the council but which shall not be |ess
t han Ten Thousand Dol | ars ($10, 000.00), the prem um on whi ch bonds
shall be paid by the city.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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