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SENATE BI LL NO. 2719

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 37-107-1, 37-107-3 AND 37-107-5,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE SCHOLARSH P BENEFI TS FOR
CH LDREN OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED SERVI CES WHO WERE FATALLY | NJURED
OR TOTALLY DI SABLED AS A RESULT OF | NJURI ES OR WOUNDS VH CH
OCCURRED DURI NG ACTI VE M LI TARY DUTY; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-107-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-107-1. (1) If any M ssissippi |aw enforcenment officer,
full-time fire fighter or volunteer fire fighter shall suffer or
has suffered fatal injuries or wounds or becone permanently and
totally disabled as a result of injuries or wounds which occurred
in the performance of the official and appointed duties of his or
her office, his or her spouse, child or children shall be entitled
to an ei ght-semester scholarship w thout cost, exclusive of books,
food, school supplies, nmaterials and dues or fees for
extracurricular activities, at any state-supported coll ege or
university of his or her choice within this state.

(2) If any nenber of the arnmed services, whose official

house of record and residence is within the State of M ssi ssippi,

shall suffer or has suffered fatal injuries or wounds or becone

permanently and totally disabled as a result of injuries or wounds

whi ch occurred during active mlitary duty, his or her child or

children shall be entitled to an ei ght-senester schol arship

wi t hout cost, exclusive of books, food, school supplies, nmaterials

and dues or fees for extracurricular activities, at any

stat e-supported college or university of his or her choice within

this state.
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(3) No child shall be entitled to receive schol arship

benefits during any senester or quarter when said child has
reached the age of twenty-three (23) years on the first day of
said senester or quarter. However, any child who has begun the
process of acquiring college credits under the provisions of this
section prior to attaining the age of twenty-three (23) years
shall be entitled to the full eight-senmester scholarship if his or
her college instruction was interrupted for any reason.

(4) Schol arship benefits shall not accrue hereunder to any
person if the wounds or injuries suffered by any | aw enforcenent
officer, full-time fire fighter, volunteer fire fighter or nenber

of the arned services are self-inflicted or if his death is

sel f-i nduced.

SECTION 2. Section 37-107-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-107-3. (1) For the purposes of this chapter, M ssissipp
| aw enforcenent officers shall be defined as foll ows:

(a) "State highway patrol men" neans all | aw enforcenent
of ficers, regardl ess of departnent or bureau, of the M ssissipp
H ghway Safety Patrol

(b) "Municipal police officers" neans all |aw
enforcenent officers of any municipality who are regul ar duty
personnel on full-tinme status, auxiliary or reserve officers, or
those serving on a tenporary or part-tinme status.

(c) "Sheriffs" and "deputy sheriffs" neans all |aw
enforcenent officers of full-tinme duty status on a regular basis
serving the sheriff's departnent of any county, deputy sheriffs
who are engaged in admnistrative or civil duty, auxiliary or
reserve deputies, or deputy sheriffs serving in a tenporary
capacity or part-tinme basis.

(d) "Constables" neans all duly el ected constabl es of

any beat of any county within the state while actually engaged in
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the performance of their duties concerning the crimnal |aws of
the county and state.

(e) "Conservation officers"” nmeans all duly appointed
gane wardens enployed by the State of Mssissippi on a full-tinme
duty status while actually engaged in the performance of their
duties concerning the gane |laws of the state.

(f) "Alcoholic Beverage Control D vision agents and
i nspectors” neans all duly appoi nted agents and i nvesti gators of
the Al coholic Beverage Control Division of the Mssissippi State
Tax Comm ssion on a full-time duty status while actually engaged
in the performance of their duties concerning the alcoholic
beverage control laws of the state.

(g) Menbers of the National Guard serving as peace
of ficers when ordered to state energency duty under authority
vested in the Governor by the Constitution and | aws of the state.

(h) "Tax comm ssion scal es enforcenent officers” neans
all duly appointed scal es enforcenent officers of the M ssissipp
State Tax Comm ssion on a full-time duty status while actually
engaged in the performance of their duties.

(i) Duly appointed agents of the M ssissippi Bureau of
Nar coti cs.

(j) Correctional, probation and parole officers
enpl oyed by the M ssissippi Departnent of Corrections.

(2) For the purposes of this chapter, Mssissippi full-tine
fire fighters shall be defined as all fire fighters enpl oyed by
any subdi vision of the State of Mssissippi on a full-tinme duty
status while actually engaged in the performance of their duties,
and volunteer fire fighters shall be defined as any volunteer fire
fighter registered with the State of M ssissippi or a political
subdi vi sion thereof on a volunteer fire fighting status while
actual ly engaged in the performance of fire fighting duties.

(3) For the purposes of this chapter, "child" or "children"

means natural children, adopted children or stepchildren.
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(4) For purposes of this chapter, "spouse" neans a person
who was, at the tine of the death of the decedent, legally married
to a Mssissippi |aw enforcenent officer, full-time fire fighter,
or volunteer fire fighter, or in the case of a | aw enforcenent
officer, full-time fire fighter or volunteer fire fighter who
suffered fatal injuries or wounds, prior to or after March 13,
1990, who has not remarri ed.

(5) For purposes of this chapter, "nenber of the arned

services" neans a person serving in the United States Arned Forces

or on active duty in the National Guard or United States Arned

Forces Reserve.

SECTION 3. Section 37-107-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
37-107-5. Any law enforcenent officer, full-time fire

fighter, volunteer fire fighter or nmenber of the arned services

clai mng permanent and total disability under this chapter shal
be qualified, or disqualified, for such clai mupon exam nation and
decision by any two (2) of the three (3) follow ng staff nenbers
of the University of M ssissippi Medical Center: (a) Chairman of
the Board of Medicine, (b) Chief of the D vision of Othopedics,
and (c) Professor and Chairman of Surgery.

The expenses of such exam nation shall be the responsibility
of the individual clainmnt unless otherw se provided for by a
muni ci pality, county or the state.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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