M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

Senator(s) Tollison, Horhn, WIIianson, To: Education

Har den, Jordan, Frazier, Jackson (32nd),
Butl er, Jackson (11th), Turner, Walls
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COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
SENATE BI LL NO. 2718

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO MAKE
ClVIL RIGHTS AND HUVAN RI GHTS EDUCATI ON A PART OF THE K-12
CURRI CULUM | NSTRUCTI ON | N THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPl ; TO PROVI DE
APPROPRI ATE GUI DELI NES FOR GRADE LEVEL CLASSROOM LEARNI NG TO
ESTABLI SH A M SSI SSI PPI Cl VIL RI GHTS EDUCATI ON COW SSI ON TO
I NVENTORY CIVIL RI GHTS EXH BI TS AND RESOURCES AND COORDI NATE CI VI L
Rl GHTS AWARENESS AND EDUCATI ON I N THE PUBLI C SCHOCLS; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Understanding the inportant role the Cvil Rights

Movenent had on the State of M ssissippi and understandi ng the

i nportance of teaching Mssissippi's children all of our history,
it is the goal of this Legislature to provide nmeani ngful support
to this nost inportant endeavor. M ssissippi's central role in
the civil rights struggle needs to be fornmalized and taught as a
beacon of hope for all of our citizens.

SECTION 2. The State Board of Education may make ci vil

rights and human rights education a part of the K-12 curricul um of
instruction in M ssissippi public schools. The State Departnent
of Education shall work with the Mssissippi Cvil R ghts
Educati on Conmmi ssion established in Section 3 in inplenmenting
these five (5) guidelines: (a) provide assistance and advice to
K-12 schools with respect to the Cvil R ghts Myvenent and human
ri ghts education and awar eness prograns; (b) survey and catal og
the extent to which civil rights and human rights education exists
in state curricula; (c) inventory civil rights nenorials, exhibits
and resources that could be used in classroons and ot her
educational programs; (d) conpile a list of volunteers who are
willing to share their know edge and experi ences concerning the

struggle for civil rights; (e) prepare reports for the Governor
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and the State Legislature on the inclusion of civil rights studies
into the educational systens of the state.

SECTION 3. (1) There is created the M ssissippi Gvil

Ri ghts Education Comm ssion. The conmm ssion shall be assigned to
the Ofice of the Secretary of State for adm nistrative purposes
only. The comm ssion shall provide or assist education officials
and ot her organi zations with information, coordination and
nodi fi cati on of courses or prograns that include the Cvil R ghts
Movenment, and will carry out the specific responsibilities set
forth in Section 2. In conpleting this task, the conm ssion may
act as a liaison with various bodies, including the United States
Congress, the State Legi sl ature, Teaching for Change, the WIIliam
Wnter Institute for Racial Reconciliation, as well as other
national and international agencies. The conm ssion shall consi st
of no nore than fifteen (15) nenbers, eleven (11) positions of
which will be voluntary, to serve with a termof three (3) years
on a rotating basis. These positions will be filled by
application submtted to a joint conmttee fornmed by the WIlliam
Wnter Institute at the University of M ssissippi, Tougal oo

Coll ege, the Oral History Project at the University of Southern
M ssi ssi ppi and Jackson State University. Each of these four (4)
entities shall remain permanent nenbers of this conm ssion, with
representatives to be appointed by the President or Chancellor of
the appropriate institution.

(2) The nmenbers of the commi ssion shall be residents of this
state and shall be appointed with due regard for broad geographic
representation.

(3) The comm ssion shall have a chairperson who shall be
desi gnated by the State Superintendent of Education fromthe
conmm ssion nenbership for a termof four (4) years and eight (8)
menbers of the comm ssion shall constitute a quorumfor the

transacti on of the business of the comm ssion.

S. B. No. 2718 *SS02/R1041CS*
06/ SS02/ R1041CS
PAGE 2



63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73

(4) The M ssissippi Commssion on GCvil R ghts Education
shal | adopt rules and regul ati ons and set standards and policies
for the organi zation, operation, managenent, budgeting and
prograns of the comm ssion.

(5) The comm ssion may apply for and receive gifts, grants
and donations fromany public or private sources, including
federal and private foundation grants. Menbers of the comm ssion
may not be conpensated for the performance of their duties except
fromnonstate funds that are specifically available therefor.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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