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Senat or (s) M chel To: Municipalities; County
Affairs

SENATE BI LL NO. 2709

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 17-1-3, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT MUNI Cl PAL AND COUNTY CORDI NANCES | NVOLVI NG THE
PLACEMENT, SCREENI NG OR HEI GHT OF AMATEUR RADI O ANTENNA STRUCTURES
SHALL REASONABLY ACCOVMODATE AVMATEUR COMVUNI CATI ONS AND SHALL
CONSTI TUTE THE M NI MUM PRACTI CABLE REGULATI ON TO ACCOWVPLI SH THE
LEG TI MATE PURPOSES OF ADDRESSI NG HEALTH, SAFETY, WELFARE AND
AESTHETI C CONSI DERATI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 17-1-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

17-1-3. (1) Except as otherwise provided in Article VIl of
t he Chi ckasaw Trail Econom c Devel opnment Conpact described in
Section 57-36-1, for the purpose of pronoting health, safety,
norals, or the general welfare of the community, the governing
authority of any municipality, and, with respect to the
uni ncorporated part of any county, the governing authority of any
county, in its discretion, are enpowered to regul ate the height,
nunber of stories and size of building and other structures, the
percentage of |ot that may be occupied, the size of the yards,
courts and ot her open spaces, the density of population, and the
| ocation and use of buildings, structures and |and for trade,
i ndustry, residence or other purposes, but no permts shall be
required with reference to |and used for agricultural purposes,
including forestry activities as defined in Section 95-3-29(2)(c),
or for the erection, naintenance, repair or extension of farm
buil dings or farm structures, including forestry buildings and
structures, outside the corporate limts of municipalities. The
governing authority of each county and nmunicipality may create

pl aygrounds and public parks, and for these purposes, each of such
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governing authorities shall possess the power, where requisite, of
em nent donmain and the right to apply public noney thereto, and
may i ssue bonds therefor as otherwi se permtted by |aw

(2) Municipal and county | and use regul ati on ordi nances

i nvol ving the placenent, screening or height of amateur radio

antenna structures shall reasonably accommbdate amateur

comuni cations and shall constitute the m ni num practicabl e

regul ation to acconplish the governing authorities' legitimte

pur poses of addressing health, safety, welfare and aesthetic

considerations. Judgnents as to the types of reasonable

accommodation to be nmade and the m ni mrum practicabl e regul ation

necessary to address these purposes shall be determ ned by | ocal

governing authorities within the paraneters of the |aw

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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