M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Senator(s) Posey 'Fl;o: y Wldlife, Fisheries and
ar ks

SENATE BI LL NO. 2708

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-7-1, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
2 CHANGE PREDATORY CLASS OF ANI MALS TO NU SANCE CLASS; TO AMEND

3 SECTION 49-7-31.5, MSSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO CLARIFY THE

4  TRAPPI NG OF SUCH ANI MALS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-7-13, M SSI SSI PPI

5 CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
7 SECTION 1. Section 49-7-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

8 anended as follows:

9 49-7-1. For the purposes of this chapter, the foll ow ng

10 definitions and interpretations shall govern unless otherw se

11 provided:

12 (a) The following wild aninals are classed as gane:

13 bear, white-tailed deer, rabbits and squirrels.

14 (b) The following wild aninals are classed as

15 fur-bearing animals: nuskrats, opossuns, otters, skunks, weasels,
16 m nks, raccoons and bobcats; all others shall be deened nui sance
17 ani mal s.

18 (c) Al freshwater fish in the following famlies are
19 classed as gane fish: Sunfish famly (Centrarchidae) - including
20 largenouth bass (M cropterus sal noi des), small nouth bass

21 (Mcropterus dol om eu), spotted bass (M cropterus punctul atus),

22 white crappie (Ponoxis annularis), black crappie (Ponoxis

23 nigromacul atus), redear sunfish (Lepom s m crol ophus), bluegil

24 (Lepom s macrochiris), warnouth (Lepom s gul osus), green sunfish
25 (Lepom s cyanellus), |ongear sunfish (Lepom s negalotis),

26 redbreast sunfish (Lepom s auritus) and shadow bass (Anbl oplites
27 ariommus); Perch fam |y (Percidae) - including walleye

28 (Stizostedion vitreum, sauger (Stizostedion canadense) and yel |l ow
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perch (Perca flavescens); Pike famly (Esocidae) - including
redfin pickerel (Esox americanus anericanus), grass pickerel (Esox
anericanus verm cul atus), chain pickerel (Esox niger); Tenperate
bass famly (Mronidae) including - white bass (Mdrone chrysops),
yel | ow bass (Mdrone m ssissippiensis), striped bass (Mrone
saxatilis) and hybrid striped bass (Mrone chrysops x Mrone
saxatilis and/or Mrone saxatilis x Myrone chrysops).

The following fishes are classed as nongane gross fish: in
the Herring famly (C upeidae) - gizzard shad (Dorosoma
cepedi anum, threadfin shad (Dorosonma petenense); in the Catfish
famly (lctaluridae) - channel catfish (lctalurus punctatus), blue
catfish (lctalurus furcatus), flathead catfish (Pylodictus
olivaris), yellow bullhead (Aneiurus natalis), black bullhead
(Arei urus nel as), brown bull head (Anei urus nebul osus); in the Gar
famly - spotted gar (Lepisosteus ocul atus), |ongnose gar
(Lepi sosteus osseus), shortnose gar (Lepisosteus platostonus),
alligator gar (Atractosteus spatula); in the Eel famly
(Anguillidae) - Anmerican eel (Anguilla rostrata); in the Bowin
famly (Amidae) - bowfin (Ama calva); in the Paddlefish famly
(Pol yodonti dae) - paddl efish (Pol yodon spathula); in the M nnow
famly (Cyprinidae) - common carp (Cyprinus carpio); in the Sucker
famly (Catostom dae) - river carpsucker (Carpoides carpio),
qui | I back (Carpoides cyprinus), highfin carpsucker (Carpoides
velifer), spotted sucker (Mnytrema nel anops), blacktail redhorse
(Moxost oma poeci lurum, smallnmouth buffalo (Ictiobus bubal us),
bi gmout h buffalo (Ictiobus cyprinellus), black buffalo (lctiobus
niger); in the Drumfamly (Sciaenidae) - freshwater drum
(Apl odi not us grunni ens).

Al fishes native to Mssissippi that are not classed as gane
fish or nonganme gross fish are classed as nongane fishes.

Al fishes native to foreign countries and all fishes native
to the United States but not native to M ssissippi are classed as

non-native fishes.
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(d) The following are classed as gane birds: geese,
brant and river and sea ducks, rails, coots, sora, snipe,
woodcock, sandpi pers, tattlers, plovers, wild turkey, quail and
doves.

All other species of wild resident or mgratory birds are
cl assed as nongane birds.

(e) dosed season: the tinme during which birds,
animals or fish may not be taken.

(f) Open season: the tine during which birds, animals
or fish my be lawfully taken.

(g) "Comm ssion" nmeans the M ssissippi Conmm ssion on
WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks.

(h) "Departnent” neans the M ssissippi Departnent of
WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks.

(1) "Executive director" means the Executive D rector
of the Departnent of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks.

SECTION 2. Section 49-7-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-7-13. (1) Any resident of the state sixteen (16) years
of age or ol der, upon application, is entitled to receive a state
trapper's license wwth tag for the sumof Twenty-five Dollars
($25.00), plus the fee provided in Section 49-7-17. This |icense
shall be required of each hel per or assistant sixteen (16) years
of age or ol der enployed or used by a trapper.

(2) No person shall trap on the | ands of another unless he
has the perm ssion of the | andowner.

(3) Each trap shall have an identification nunber
permanently inscribed on the trap or attached to the trap by a
metal tag. Every trapper shall visit his traps at |east every
thirty-six (36) hours. The conservation officer nmay take up any

traps not properly marked.
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(4) No person shall place or set a trap on or within one
hundred (100) feet of any street or public road. Public roads
shall not be construed to nean public waterways.

(5) This section shall not apply to a | andowner trapping on
his own | ands except subsection (4).

(6) A trapper shall be allowed to trap fur-bearing * * *

ani mal s during trappi ng season, and sell the pelts of fur-bearing

and nui sance aninals during the trapping season and for ten

(10)days after the close of the season. The neat of legally
acqui red raccoons, opossuns and nuskrats nmay al so be bought and
sol d during trapping season, and for ten (10) days after the close
of the season

SECTION 3. Section 49-7-31.5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-7-31.5. (1) (a) The hunting of nuisance aninmals shal
be restricted to the open seasons for hunting any gane ani mal or
gane bird, using only the firearns, ammunition, primtive weapons
or archery equi pnent |legal for use during that open season

(b) Landowners, agricultural |easeholders or their

desi gnat ed agents may take nui sance ani mal s year-round on | ands
owned or | eased by them

(2) The taking of any aninmal or animals other than beavers,

nutria, wld hogs or coyote by the use of a trap or traps is

unl awf ul except during the tine the season is open for the taking
of fur-bearing animals.

(3) Fox and coyote may be run, chased or pursued w th dogs
except as provided in Section 49-7-32 year-round by |icensed
hunt ers.

(4) It is unlawmful to trap fox after the cl osed season for
trappi ng of other fur-bearing animals, except on property owned or
| eased by the person trapping.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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