M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Senator(s) Posey 'Fl;o: y Wldlife, Fisheries and
ar ks

SENATE BI LL NO. 2707

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-7-29, M SSI SSI PPl CCDE OF 1972, TO
2 REVI SE THE WHOLESALE M NNOW DEALERS LAW TO PROVI DE THAT THE LAW
3 SHALL APPLY TO THE SALE OF FRESHWATER BAI T; TO AUTHORI ZE THE

4 COW SSI ON ON W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS TO DEFI NE FRESHWATER
5 BAIT AND REGULATE THE SALE OF SUCH BAIT; TO SET THE FEE FOR A

6 RESI DENT BAI' T DEALER LI CENSE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
8 SECTION 1. Section 49-7-29, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

9 anended as follows:

10 49-7-29. (1) This section shall be known as the

11 "M ssissippi Freshwater Bait Law. "

12 (2) Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the

13 following definitions shall apply:

14 (a) The term"freshwater bait" shall be defined by the
15 conm ssion.

16 (b) The term"m nnow' shall only nmean gol den shi ner

17 (Notem gonus crysol eucas), fathead m nnow (Pi nephal es pronel as),
18 goldfish (Carassius auratus), conmon carp or Israeli carp

19 (Cyprinus carpio), enmerald shiner (Notropis atherinoides), western
20 nosquitofish (Ganbusia affinis), eastern nosquitofish (Ganbusia
21 hol brooki) and gulf killifish (Fundulus grandis).

22 (c) The term "person" nmeans any person, firmor

23 corporation.

24 (d) The term"retail freshwater bait deal er” means any
25 person selling bait to a person.

26 (e) The term "whol esale freshwater bait deal er” means
27 any person selling freshwater bait to a person for resale.
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(3) The comm ssion may establish |icense requirenents and

regul ations for the inportation, shipnent, culture, sale,

possessi on and use of freshwater bait.

(4) The departnent shall 1icense whol esale and retai

freshwater bait dealers, as required under this section. * * *

(5 It is unlawful for any person * * * to sell freshwater

bait at wholesale or retail within the State of M ssissipp

without a freshwater bait dealer |icense.

(6) (a) A resident wholesale or retail freshwater bait

deal er shall certify that * * * the dealer is a resident of the

state and shall apply to the departnent for a * * * resident

freshwater bait dealer |icense.

(b) The fee for a resident freshwater bait deal er

license shall be Thirty Dollars ($30.00) per year.

(7) (a) A nonresident wholesale or retail freshwater bait

deal er shall apply to the departnent for a nonresident freshwater

bait dealer |icense.

(b) The nonresident |license fee shall be set by the
depart nent .

(8) Each sale of freshwater bait in violation of this

section shall be punishable as a Class |l violation as provided in
Section 49-7-143.

(9) A copy of the freshwater bait dealer |icense shall be

carried at all tinmes in each vehicle which transports freshwater

bait into or within the State of M ssissippi. Each violation of
this subsection shall be punishable as a Class Il violation as
provided in Section 49-7-143. However, no person charged with
violating this subsection shall be convicted if he produces in
court, or files with the clerk of the court before the date of

appearance, proof that he held a valid freshwater bait deal er

license at the tinme that he was charged with a violation
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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