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SENATE BI LL NO. 2703

AN ACT TO CREATE THE RI GHT TO HUNT, FI SH AND HARVEST GAME;
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) The people have a right to hunt, fish and

harvest game. Hunting, trapping and fishing and the taking of
wi | d game species are a valued part of our heritage and wll be
forever preserved for the people. Fish and wildlife shall be
managed by | aws and regul ati ons that provide persons with the
continued opportunity to take, by traditional nmeans and nethods,
species traditionally pursued by hunters, anglers and trappers.
Fish and wil dlife managenent, including taking, shall be
consistent with the state's duty to protect this heritage and its
duty to conserve wild aninmals, birds and fish. Hunting, fishing
or trapping by sportsnen shall always be a preferred and avail abl e
means of controlling all invasive or overpopul ated species. Any
person who is |licensed or exenpt fromlicensure by state | aw or
regulation to hunt, fish or trap and who is adversely affected by
a failure to conply with this section shall have a private cause
of action to enforce this section. The right of the people to
hunt, fish, trap and harvest gane shall be subject only to such
regul ations and restrictions as the Legislature nay prescribe by
general |aw.

(2) It is the public policy of the state to pronpte the
public and private acquisition, approval, construction and
operation of shooting ranges and other facilities where persons
may acquire and enhance their training and skills to hunt and

harvest gane safely, efficiently and humanely.
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28 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
29 and after July 1, 2006.
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