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Senat or (s) Dawki ns To: Public Health and
Vel fare

SENATE BI LL NO. 2646

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-3-1, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
RECONSTI TUTE THE MEMBERSHI P OF THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH, AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 41-3-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-3-1. (1) The * * * State Board of Health * * * shall be
reconstituted as foll ows:

There is hereby created the State Board of Health which shal
consist of thirteen (13) nenbers, appointed by the Governor with
t he advi ce and consent of the Senate, as hereinafter set forth:

(a) Three (3) nmenbers of the board shall be |icensed

nmedi cal doctors of good professional standing who shall have had

at | east seven (7) years' experience in the practice of their

profession in this state. O the three (3), one (1) shall be

appoi nted fromeach of the M ssissippi Suprenme Court Districts.

(b) One (1) menber shall be a licensed, registered and

practicing dentist appointed fromthe state at | arge, who shal

have had at | east seven (7) years' experience in the practice of

his profession in this state.

(c) One (1) menber shall be a licensed, registered and

practicing nurse appointed fromthe state at | arge, who shall have

had at | east seven (7) years' experience in the practice of

nursing in this state.

(d) One (1) nmenber shall be a |icensed and practicing

phar maci st appointed fromthe state at |arge, who shall have had
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at |l east seven (7) years' experience in the practice of pharmacy

in this state.

(e) One (1) nenber shall be a |licensed and practicing

veterinarian appointed fromthe state at | arge, who shall have had

at | east seven (7) years' experience in the practice of veterinary

medicine in this state.

(f) One (1) nenber shall be a practicing hospita

adm ni strator who shall have had at |east seven (7) years

experience in the practice of his profession preceding his

appoi nt ment .

(g0 One (1) nenber shall be a |licensed and practicing

pr of essi onal engi neer or a registered and practicing sanitarian

who shall have had at | east seven (7) years' experience in the

practice of his profession in this state.

(h) One (1) nenber shall be a |licensed and practicing

chiropractor, who shall have had at | east seven (7) years

experience in the practice of his profession in this state.

(i) Three (3) nmenbers shall be consuner representatives

with an interest in public health, one (1) appointed from each of

the three (3) M ssissippi Suprenme Court Districts, and one (1) of

whom shal |l be over sixty (60) years old and represent the elderly.

It is the intent of the Legislature that the nmenbership of
the board reflect the population of the State of M ssissippi.

(2) A nenber of the board shall serve for a termof six (6)
years fromthe expiration of the previous termand thereafter
until his or her successor is duly appointed. Vacancies in office
shall be filled by appoi ntnment of the Governor in the sane manner
as the appointnent to the position which becones vacant, subject
to the advice and consent of the Senate at the next regul ar
session of the Legislature. An appointnent to fill a vacancy
other than by expiration of a termof office shall be for the
bal ance of the unexpired termand thereafter until his or her

successor is duly appointed.
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(3) There shall be a Joint Oversight Conmttee of the

M ssi ssippi State Departnent of Health conposed of the respective

chai rnen of the Senate Public Health and Welfare Conmttee, the

Senate Appropriations Conmittee, the House Public Health and Human

Services Commttee and the House Appropriations Committee, tw (2)

nmenbers of the Senate appointed by the Lieutenant Governor to

serve at the will and pleasure of the Lieutenant Governor, and two

(2) nmenbers of the House of Representatives appointed by the

Speaker of the House to serve at the will and pleasure of the

Speaker. The chairmanship of the commttee shall alternate for

twel ve-nont h peri ods between the Senate nenbers and House nenbers,

with the Chairman of the Senate Public Health and Wl fare

Commttee serving as the first chairman. The commttee shall neet

once each nonth, or upon the call of the chairman at such tines as

he deens necessary or advi sable, and may nmake recommendations to

the Legislature pertaining to any matter within the jurisdiction

of the M ssissippi State Departnent of Health. The appointing

authorities may designate an alternate nenber fromtheir

respective houses to serve when the regul ar designee is unable to

attend such neetings of the oversight commttee. For attending

nmeetings of the oversight conmttee, such |egislators shal

recei ve per di em and expenses which shall be paid fromthe

conti ngent expense funds of their respective houses in the sane

anounts as provided for commttee neetings when the Legislature is

not in session; however, no per diem and expenses for attending

nmeetings of the oversight conmttee will be paid while the

Legislature is in session, and w thout prior approval of the

proper committee in their respective houses.

(4) It shall be unlawful for any nenber of the State Board

of Health, or any enployee of the State Departnent of Health, to

know ngly accept any gift, noney or other pecuniary benefit

what soever, either directly or indirectly, fromany person

interested as owner, agent or representative of any public or
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private entity that shall cone under the jurisdiction or

supervision of the State Departnment of Health. Any person found

guilty of violating the provisions of this subsection shal

imredi ately forfeit his or her office or position and, upon

conviction, shall be fined not |ess than Ten Thousand Dol | ars

($10,000.00), or inprisoned in the State Penitentiary for not |ess

than one (1) year, or both.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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