M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

© (00} ~ » a1 hWNPE

N N N D N D MDD P PP P PP,k
~N~ o o A WO N P O © 00 N oo o~ wN +—, O

Senator(s) Carmichael, Mettetal, King To: Veterans and Mlitary
Affairs; Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2629

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 35-7-15, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
AUTHORI ZE THE USE OF TELEPHONE POLLS OF VETERANS HOVE PURCHASE
BOARD MEMBERS TO EXPEDI TE LOAN APPLI CATI ONS OF VETERANS BEFORE THE
NEXT BOARD MEETI NG AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 35-7-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

35-7-15. Any person deem ng hinself a veteran, and desiring
to benefit under the provisions of this chapter, shall submt to
the board information, in such formas nay be prescribed, that
will enable the board to determne his eligibility and
qualifications. The board nay make such further inquiries and
investigations as it deens proper and necessary in order to
determ ne such eligibility and qualifications. Applicant priority
for processing shall be in accordance with the order in which the
fully conpleted application forns are received and verified as
eligible for consideration in the board' s Pearl, M ssissippi,
office. Once accepted, the qualified and eligible applicant wll
retain his priority * * * on a waiting list until the tinme that
funds are available to fully process his application, or until it
is ascertained that the applicant is no |onger eligible or
qualified for the loan, or until the applicant w thdraws hinself
fromconsideration. The board may suspend the taking of
applications fromtime to tinme based on availability of funds.

The board shall not maintain applications which are projected to

exceed one (1) year before final processing. |In each instance of
suspension, the board will project a date in the future when
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applications will be again accepted in order that persons
inquiring for application may know to do so after such date.

The board may act upon any purchase | oan application or

related matter by tel ephone poll of the board nenbers taken by the

executive director, or his designee, in order to facilitate an

applicant's | oan request before the next neeting of the board.

Action taken upon such a poll nay be taken only upon majority vote

of the entire board. The action of the board taken by tel ephone

poll shall be placed in the mnutes of the board at its next

neet i ng.

Vet erans who are otherw se qualified and who have a service
connected, permanent disability, as verified by the Veterans
Adm ni stration or a branch of the United States Arned Forces,
rating fifty percent (50% or greater, wll receive priority over
ot her applicants waiting for consideration. Veterans who have not
purchased a single famly, permanent hone since their honorable
di scharge fromactive duty and have not owned a single-famly
residence in the State of M ssissippi while serving in the arned
services may be given priority over other veterans waiting to make
application. This priority will be second only to those veterans
given priority due to a service-connected disability of fifty
percent (50% or greater. Such returning veterans nust neet al
other eligibility and qualification criteria, including
M ssi ssippi residence requirenents. This priority will apply only
during the first five (5) years follow ng the veteran's di scharge
and will apply to veterans who served in Vietnamregardl ess of
time since discharge.

The board shall establish rules and procedures to provide a
waiting system limtations on waiting, and the priority
preference given to disabled and ot her special veteran groups when
the nunber of veterans desiring to apply for a purchase at any

time exceeds the funds available in the revolving fund for
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purchases or the nunber of applications that can be reasonably
processed.

It is the intent of the Legislature that access to the
revol ving fund be avail able on an equitable basis to all eligible
vet erans throughout the state. The board is, therefore,
aut hori zed to travel, conduct and attend neetings, advertise and
announce through public service and commercial nedia, prepare and
di stribute audio/visual and printed publications, and ot herw se
announce and pronote anpong veterans the provisions of this | aw.

The board shall nonitor application and purchase distribution
t hroughout the state based upon avail able infornmation concerning
veteran popul ation in certain geographic units such as districts,
counties and major netropolitan areas, and is authorized to halt,
limt or place tenporary noratoriuns on further purchase
applications fromareas determ ned by the board to have excess
purchases in relation to the veteran popul ation of that area. At
the sanme tine, the board shall have the authority to enpl oy
di scri m natory announcenent and pronotion activities in areas
determ ned to have a shortage of purchases. The board shall not
set quotas or other inflexible limts on any geographic unit nor
shall the board solicit purchase applications fromany veteran
group of veterans or geographic unit.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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