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Senat or (s) Huggi ns To: Corrections

SENATE BI LL NO. 2590

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 47-7-5, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
REMOVE THE REPEALER ON THE PARCLE BOARD, TO REPEAL SECTI ON
47-7-53, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, VWH CH PROVI DES THAT THE
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTI ONS SHALL ASSUME THE DUTI ES AND POVERS OF
THE PARCLE BOARD | F THE BOARD IS ABOLI SHED, AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 47-7-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

47-7-5. (1) The State Parole Board, created under fornmer
Section 47-7-5, is hereby created, continued and reconstituted and
shal | be conposed of five (5) nmenbers. The Governor shall appoint
the nmenbers with the advice and consent of the Senate. Al terns
shall be at the will and pleasure of the Governor. Any vacancy
shall be filled by the Governor, with the advice and consent of
the Senate. The Governor shall appoint a chairman of the board.

(2) Any person who is appointed to serve on the board shal
possess at | east a bachelor's degree or a high school diplom and
four (4) years' work experience. Each nenber shall devote his
full time to the duties of his office and shall not engage in any
ot her busi ness or profession or hold any other public office. A
menber shall not receive conpensation or per diemin addition to
his salary as prohibited under Section 25-3-38. Each nenber shal
keep such hours and workdays as required of full-tine state
enpl oyees under Section 25-1-98. Individuals shall be appointed
to serve on the board without reference to their political
affiliations. Each board nenber, including the chairman, nay be

rei mbursed for actual and necessary expenses as authorized by
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Section 25-3-41; but a nenber shall not be reinbursed for travel
expenses fromhis residence to the nearest State Penitentiary.

(3) The board shall have exclusive responsibility for the
granting of parole as provided by Sections 47-7-3 and 47-7-17 and
shal | have exclusive authority for revocation of the same. The
board shall have exclusive responsibility for investigating
cl emency recommendati ons upon request of the Governor.

(4) The board, its nenbers and staff, shall be inune from
civil liability for any official acts taken in good faith and in
exercise of the board's legitimte governnental authority.

(5) The budget of the board shall be funded through a
separate line itemw thin the general appropriation bill for the
support and mai nt enance of the departnent. Enployees of the
departnent which are enpl oyed by or assigned to the board shal
wor k under the guidance and supervision of the board. There shal
be an executive secretary to the board who shall be responsible
for all adm nistrative and general accounting duties related to
the board. The executive secretary shall keep and preserve al
records and papers pertaining to the board.

(6) The board shall have no authority or responsibility for
supervi sion of offenders granted a rel ease for any reason,
including, but not limted to, probation, parole or executive
cl emency or other offenders requiring the sane through interstate
conpact agreenents. The supervision shall be provided exclusively
by the staff of the D vision of Community Corrections of the
depart nent .

(7) (a) The Parole Board is authorized to select and pl ace
of fenders in an electronic nonitoring programunder the conditions
and criteria inposed by the Parole Board. The conditions,
restrictions and requirenents of Section 47-7-17 and Secti ons
47-5-1001 through 47-5-1015 shall apply to the Parol e Board and
any offender placed in an electronic nonitoring program by the

Par ol e Boar d.
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(b) Any offender placed in an electronic nonitoring
program under this subsection shall pay the programfee provided
in Section 47-5-1013. The program fees shall be deposited in the
special fund created in Section 47-5-1007.

(c) The departnent shall have absolute immunity from
liability for any injury resulting froma determ nation by the
Parol e Board that an of fender be placed in an electronic
nmonitoring program

(8 (a) The Parole Board shall maintain a central registry
of paroled inmates. The Parole Board shall place the foll ow ng
information on the registry: nane, address, photograph, crinme for
whi ch paroled, the date of the end of parole or flat-tine date and
ot her information deened necessary. The Parol e Board shal
i mredi ately renove information on a parolee at the end of his
parole or flat-tinme date.

(b) \When a person is placed on parole, the Parole Board
shall informthe parolee of the duty to report to the Parole
O ficer any change in address ten (10) days before changi ng
addr ess.

(c) The Parole Board shall utilize an Internet Wb site
or other electronic nmeans to rel ease or publish the information.

(d) Records naintained on the registry shall be open to
| aw enf or cenent agencies and the public and shall be avail able no
| ater than July 1, 2003.

SECTION 2. Section 47-7-53, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which
provi des that the Departnent of Corrections shall assune the
duties and powers of the Parole Board if the board is abolished,
i's repeal ed.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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