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Senat or (s) Nunnel ee To: Judiciary, Division B

SENATE BI LL NO. 2440

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-21-151, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO EXPAND YOUTH COURT JURI SDI CTlI ON BY AUTHORI ZI NG YOUTH COURTS TO
MODI FY AN EXI STI NG CHI LD SUPPORT ORDER ENTERED BY A CHANCERY COURT
ONLY TO THE EXTENT OF MODI FYI NG THE PAYEE OR TERM NATI NG THE
SUPPORT OBLI GATI ON | N CASES VWHERE THE YOUTH COURT OTHERW SE
ACQUI RED JURI SDI CTI ON OVER THE CHI LD BECAUSE THE CHI LD WAS ALLEGED
TO BE NEGLECTED, ABUSED, DELI NQUENT, | N NEED OF SUPERVI SI ON, OR A
DEPENDENT CHI LD, AND THE YOUTH COURT HAS ADJUDI CATED THE CHI LD SO
TO BE; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 43-21-151, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-21-151. (1) The youth court shall have excl usive
original jurisdiction in all proceedings concerning a delinquent
child, a child in need of supervision, a neglected child, an
abused child or a dependent child except in the follow ng
ci rcunst ances:

(a) Any act attenpted or committed by a child, which if
commtted by an adult woul d be puni shabl e under state or federal
law by life inprisonnent or death, will be in the origina
jurisdiction of the circuit court;

(b) Any act attenpted or commtted by a child with the
use of a deadly weapon, the carrying of which concealed is
prohi bited by Section 97-37-1, or a shotgun or a rifle, which
woul d be a felony if conmmitted by an adult, will be in the
original jurisdiction of the circuit court; and

(c) Wen a charge of abuse of a child first arises in
the course of a custody action between the parents of the child
al ready pending in the chancery court and no notice of such abuse

was provided prior to such chancery proceedi ngs, the chancery
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court may proceed with the investigation, hearing and

determ nation of such abuse charge as a part of its hearing and
determ nation of the custody issue as between the parents,
notw t hst andi ng the other provisions of the Youth Court Law. The
proceedi ngs in chancery court on the abuse charge shall be
confidential in the same manner as provided in youth court

pr oceedi ngs.

When a child is expelled fromthe public schools, the youth
court shall be notified of the act of expulsion and the act or
acts constituting the basis for expul sion.

(2) Jurisdiction of the child in the cause shall attach at
the tinme of the offense and shall continue thereafter for that
offense until the child' s twentieth birthday, unless sooner
termnated by order of the youth court. The youth court shall not
have jurisdiction over offenses commtted by a child on or after
his eighteenth birthday, or over offenses conmtted by a child on
or after his seventeenth birthday where such offenses would be a
felony if conmtted by an adult.

(3) No child who has not reached his thirteenth birthday
shall be held crimnally responsible or crimnally prosecuted for
a m sdeneanor or felony; however, the parent, guardian or
custodi an of such child may be civilly liable for any cri m nal
acts of such child. No child under the jurisdiction of the youth
court shall be held crimnally responsible or crimnally
prosecuted by any court for any act designated as a delinguent
act, unless jurisdiction is transferred to another court under
Section 43-21-157.

(4) The youth court shall also have jurisdiction of offenses
commtted by a child which have been transferred to the youth
court by an order of a circuit court of this state having original
jurisdiction of the offense, as provided by Section 43-21-159.

(5) The youth court shall regul ate and approve the use of

teen court as provided in Section 43-21-753.
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(6) Wien a child in the jurisdiction of the youth court has

previ ously been the subject of a chancery court order requiring

t he noncustodi al parent to pay child support to the custodi al

parent due to divorce or to establishnent of paternity for a

child, and the youth court determ nes that the child is negl ected,

abused, dependent, in need of supervision or delinquent, and

renoves the child fromthe custody of the child support payee, the

youth court shall have jurisdiction to nodify the child support

order only to change the payee fromthe prinmary custodi al parent

to the Division of Famly and Children's Services or the private

person i nto whose custody the youth court places the child, or to

term nate the support obligation because the court placed the

children in the obligor's custody. Modification or termnation by

the youth court shall remain in effect only as | ong as custody of

the child remains as ordered by the youth court.

The youth court shall furnish witten notice of its action

nodi fying the child support order to the chancery court in which

t he support order was decreed. A copy of that part of the youth

court order nodifying the payee or termnating the support

obligation shall be entered on the general docket of the chancery

court and in the chancery case file.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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