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Senator (s) King, Chaney, Mrgan To: Education

SENATE BI LL NO. 2409

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 37-7-323 AND 37-7-321, M SSI SS| PP
CODE OF 1972, TO EXPAND THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFI CERS EMPLOYED AND DESI GNATED BY A PUBLI C SCHOOL DI STRI CT TO
| NCLUDE THE AREA W THI N 500 FEET OF SCHOCOL PROPERTY; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-7-323, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-7-323. Any act which, if commtted within the limts of a
city, town or village, or in any public place, would be a
violation of the general laws of this state, shall be crimnal and
puni shabl e if done on the canpus, grounds or roads of any of the
public schools of this state. The peace officers duly appointed
by the school board of any school district are vested with the
powers and subjected to the duties of a constable for the purpose
of preventing all violations of |aw on school property within the
district, and for preserving order and decorumthereon. The peace

of ficers duly appointed by the school board of any school district

are also vested with the powers and subjected to the duties of a

constable for the purpose of preventing all violations of |aw that

occur within five hundred (500) feet of any property owned by the

school district, if reasonably determined to have a possibl e

i npact on the safety of students, faculty or staff of the school

district while on said property. Provided, however, that nothing

in this section shall be interpreted to require action by any such

peace officer appointed by a school district to events occurring

out si de the boundaries of school property, nor shall any such

school district or its enployees be liable for any failure to act
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to any event occurring outside the boundaries of property owned by

the school district.

SECTION 2. Section 37-7-321, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

37-7-321. (1) The school board of any school district
within the State of Mssissippi, inits discretion, may enpl oy one
or nore persons as security personnel and may desi gnate such
persons as peace officers in or on any property operated for
school purposes by such board upon their taking such oath and
maki ng such bond as required of a constable of the county in which
the school district is situated.

(2) Any person enployed by a school board as a security
guard or school resource officer or in any other position that has
the powers of a peace officer nmust receive a mninmum |l evel of
basic | aw enforcenent training, as jointly determ ned and
prescribed by the Board on Law Enforcenent O ficer Standards and
Training and the State Board of Education, within two (2) years of
the person's initial enploynment in such position. Upon the
failure of any person enployed in such position to receive the
required training within the designated tinme, the person may not
exercise the powers of a peace officer in or on the property of
the school district.

(3) The school board is authorized and enpowered, in its
di scretion, and subject to the approval of the Federal
Commruni cations Comm ssion, to install and operate a noncommerci al
radi o broadcasting and transm ssion station for educational and
vocati onal educational purposes.

(4) 1If alaw enforcenent officer is duly appointed to be a

peace officer by a school district under this section, the |ocal

school board may enter into an interlocal agreenent with other |aw

enforcenent entities for the provision of equipnent or traffic

control duties, however, the duty to enforce traffic regul ations

and to enforce the laws of the state or nunicipality off of school
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property lies with the | ocal

police or sheriff's departnent which

cannot withhold its services solely because of the |lack of such an

agr eenent .

SECTI ON 3.

This act shall take

and after July 1, 2006.
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ST: Police jurisdiction of officers enployed by

school districts;
adj oi ni ng schoo

effect and be in force from

expand to include area
property.



