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Senat or (s) Burton To: Public Health and
Vel fare

SENATE BI LL NO. 2385

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-23-37, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO DI RECT THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO REQUI RE ALL CHI LDREN
ENTERI NG KI NDERGARTEN, FI RST AND THI RD GRADES TO PASS AN APPROVED
VI SI ON SCREENI NG PROGRAM AND TO PROVI DE FOR FOLLOW UP EYE
EXAM NATI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 41-23-37, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-23-37. (1) Wenever indicated, the State Health O ficer
shal | specify such imunization practices as nay be consi dered
best for the control of vaccine preventable diseases. A listing
shal | be pronul gated annually or nore often, if necessary.

(2) (a) Except as provided hereinafter, it shall be
unlawful for any child to attend any school, kindergarten or
simlar type facility intended for the instruction of children
(hereinafter called "schools"), either public or private, with the
exception of any legitinmate hone instruction programas defined in
Section 37-13-91, M ssissippi Code of 1972, for ten (10) or |ess
children who are related within the third degree conputed
according to the civil lawto the operator, unless they shal
first have been vacci nated agai nst those di seases specified by the
State Health O ficer.

(b) A certificate of exenption fromvaccination for
nmedi cal reasons may be offered on behalf of a child by a duly
| i censed physician and may be accepted by the |ocal health officer

when, in his opinion, such exenption will not cause undue risk to

the community.
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(c) Certificates of vaccination shall be issued by
| ocal health officers or physicians on forns specified by the
M ssissippi State Board of Health. These forns shall be the only
accept abl e neans for showi ng conpliance with these i muni zation
requi renents, and the responsi ble school officials shall file the
formwith the child s record.

(d) If achild shall offer to enroll at a schoo
wi t hout having conpl eted the required vaccinations, the |ocal
health officer nmay grant a period of tine up to ninety (90) days
for such conpletion when, in the opinion of the health officer,
such delay will not cause undue risk to the child, the school or
the community. No child shall be enrolled w thout having had at
| east one (1) dose of each specified vaccine.

(e) Wthin thirty (30) days after the opening of the
fall termof school (on or before Cctober 1 of each year) the
person in charge of each school shall report to the county or
| ocal health officer, on fornms provided by the M ssissippi State
Board of Health, the nunmber of children enrolled by age or grade
or both, the nunber fully vaccinated, the nunber in process of
conpl eting vacci nation requirenents, and the nunber exenpt from
vacci nation by reason for such exenption.

(f) Wthin one hundred twenty (120) days after the
opening of the fall term (on or before Decenber 31), the person in
charge of each school shall certify to the |Iocal or county health
officer that all children enrolled are in conpliance with
I mmuni zation requirenents.

(g) For the purpose of assisting in supervising the
i muni zation status of the children the |Iocal health officer, or
hi s desi gnee, may inspect the children's records or be furnished
certificates of immunization conpliance by the school.

(h) It shall be the responsibility of the person in

charge of each school to enforce the requirenments for

i mmuni zation. Any child not in conpliance at the end of ninety
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(90) days fromthe opening of the fall term nust be suspended
until in conpliance, unless the health officer shall attribute the
delay to |lack of supply of vaccine or sonme other such factor
clearly maki ng conpliance inpossible.

Failure to enforce provisions of this act shall constitute a
m sdenmeanor and upon convi ction be puni shable by fine or
i npri sonment or bot h.

(3) (a) Upon entering Kindergarten, or wwthin thirty (30)

days of the start of the school year, the parent or guardi an of

each child shall present to school health personnel certification

that the child within the previous twelve (12) nonths passed a

vi si on screeni ng conducted by personnel approved by the State

Department of Health. The departnent shall pronul gate regul ati ons

to establish vision screeni ng standards.

(b) Upon entering first and third grades or within

thirty (30) days of the start of the school year, the parent or

guardi an of each child shall present to school health personnel

certification that the child within the previous six (6) nonths

passed a vision screeni ng conducted by personnel approved by the

State Departnent of Health. The departnent shall pronmul gate

regul ations to establish vision screening standards.

(c) For those children enrolling in Kindergarten, first

or third grades that fail the required vision screening, a

conpr ehensi ve eye exam nation, perfornmed by an ophthal nol ogi st or

optonetrist, shall also be required. A conprehensive eye

exam nation shall include neasurenent of visual acuity; ocul ar

alignnment and notility; depth perception-stereopsis; fusion; slit

| anp; exam nation of the anterior segnent and pupils; cycl opl egic

refraction and dil ated fundus exam Any person who conducts a

conpr ehensi ve eye exam nation of a child in response to such child

having failed a vision screening given in accordance with the

provisions of this section shall forward a witten report of the

results of the exam nation to school health personnel and a copy
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of the report to a parent or guardi an of such child and the

child s primary health care provider. The report shall incl ude,

but not be limted to, the foll ow ng:

(i) Date of report;

(i11) Nane, address and date of birth of the child;

(iii) Name of the child' s school;

(iv) Type of exam nation;

(v) A summary of significant findings, including

di agnoses, nedi cation used, duration of action of nedication,

treatnment, prognosis, whether or not a return visit is recomended

and, if so, when;

(vi) Recomended educational adjustnents for the

child, if any, which may including the follow ng: preferenti al

seating in the classroom eyeglasses for full-tinme use in school,

eyegl asses for part-tine use in school, sight-saving eyegl asses or

any ot her recommendati ons;

(vii) Nane, address and signature of the exam ner.

(d) No child shall be excluded from attendi ng

Ki ndergarten, first or third grade for a parent's or guardian's

failure to furnish a report of the child' s vision screening or an

examner's failure to furnish the results of a child's

conpr ehensi ve opht hal nol ogi ¢ exam nation. Parents and guardi ans

that fail to present the required report shall be notified in

witing of the required vision exam nation.

(e) Enforcenent of the provisions of this act shall be

performed by the | ocal school superintendent or headnaster of the

private school, or director of the Kindergarten program as

appropriate. The State Departnent of Health shall issue a report

annual ly on the inpact and effectiveness of the |aw

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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