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Senat or (s) Nunnel ee To: Public Health and
Vel fare

SENATE BI LL NO. 2351

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 41-63-1 AND 41-63-21, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO | NCLUDE ANY AMBULANCE SERVI CE OR OTHER
PREHOSPI TAL EMERGENCY MEDI CAL RESPONSE AGENCY W THI N THE
DEFI NI TI ON OF THOSE SERVI CES AND RECORDS SUBJECT TO PEER REVI EW
AND EVALUATI ON BY PROFESSI ONAL QUALI TY ASSURANCE REVI EW
COM TTEES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 41-63-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-63-1. (1) The ternms "nedical or dental review comittee”
or "commttee," when used in this chapter, shall mean a conmttee
of a state or |ocal professional nedical, nursing, pharmacy or
dental society or a licensed hospital, nursing hone or other
health care facility, or of a medical, nursing, pharmacy or denta
staff or a licensed hospital, nursing hone or other health care
facility or of a nedical care foundation or health mai ntenance

organi zation, preferred provider organization, individual practice

associ ation, any anbul ance servi ce or other prehospital energency

response agency, or any trauma inprovenent committee established

at a licensed hospital designated as a trauma care facility by the
M ssi ssi ppi State Departnent of Health, Emergency Medi cal Services
program or any regional or state commttee designated by the

M ssi ssi ppi State Departnent of Health, Emergency Medi cal Services
program and which participates in the trauma care system or
simlar entity, the function of which, or one (1) of the functions
of which, is to evaluate and inprove the quality of health care
rendered by providers of health care service, to evaluate the
conpet ence or practice of physicians or other health care

practitioners, or to determ ne that health care services rendered
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were professionally indicated or were performed in conpliance with
t he applicable standard of care or that the cost of health care
rendered was consi dered reasonable by the providers of

prof essional health care services in the area and includes a
commttee functioning as a utilization review commttee, a
utilization or quality control peer review organization, or a
simlar conmttee or a conmttee of simlar purpose, and the
governi ng body of any licensed hospital while considering a
reconmendati on or deci sion concerning a physician's conpetence,
conduct, staff nenbership or clinical privileges.

(2) The term "proceedi ngs" neans all reviews, neetings,
conversations, and conmmuni cations of any nedical or dental review
committee.

(3) The term"records" shall nmean any and all commttee
m nutes, transcripts, applications, correspondence, incident
reports, and other docunents created, received or reviewed by or
for any nedical or dental review conmttee.

SECTION 2. Section 41-63-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

41-63-21. The term"accreditation and quality assurance
mat erial s" as used in Sections 41-63-21 through 41-63-29 neans and
shall include witten reports, records, correspondence and
mat eri al s concerning the accreditation or quality assurance of any
hospital, nursing hone or other health care facility and any
medi cal care foundation, health nmai ntenance organi zati on,
preferred provider organization, individual practice association

or simlar entity or any anbul ance service or other prehospital

ener gency response agency. However, the term does not include

reports, records, correspondence and materials concerning

accreditation or quality assurance that are prepared by the State
Department of Health. The confidentiality established by Sections
41-63-21 through 41-63-29 shall apply to accreditation and quality

assurance nmaterials prepared by an enpl oyee, advisor or consultant
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of any hospital, nursing hone or other health care facility and
any nedi cal care foundation, health maintenance organization,
preferred provider organization, individual practice association

or simlar entity or any anbul ance service or other prehospital

ener gency response agency and to materials provided by an

enpl oyee, advisor or consultant of an accreditation, quality
assurance or simlar agency or simlar body and to any i ndividual
who is an enpl oyee, advisor or consultant of a hospital, nursing
home or other health care facility and any nedical care
foundati on, health mai ntenance organi zation, preferred provider
organi zation, individual practice association or simlar entity or

any anbul ance service or other prehospital energency response

agency, or accrediting, quality assurance or simlar agency or
body.
SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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