M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Senator(s) Dawkins To: Environnment Prot, Cons
and Water Res

SENATE BI LL NO. 2318

1 AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR THE REMOVAL AND RECYCLI NG OF CERTAIN

2 MERCURY- ADDED COVPONENTS I N MOTOR VEHI CLES; TO AUTHORI ZE THE MOTOR
3 VEH CLE COW SSI ON TO DEVI SE A SYSTEM FOR LI STI NG MERCURY- ADDED

4 COVPONENTS I N MOTOR VEHI CLES; TO AUTHORI ZE THE MOTOR VEHI CLE

5 COW SSI ON TO GRANT CERTAI N EXEMPTI ONS; TO REQUI RE MOTOR VEHI CLE
6 MANUFACTURERS TO ESTABLI SH A STATEW DE SYSTEM FOR COLLECTI NG AND
7 RECYCLI NG MERCURY- ADDED COMPONENTS; TO REQUI RE THE COWM SSI ON ON
8 ENVI RONMENTAL QUALI TY AND THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL QUALI TY
9 TO PROVI DE TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE AND PUBLI C OQUTREACH PROGRAMS

10 RELATED TO THE COLLECTI ON AND DI SPCSAL OF MERCURY- ADDED

11 COVPONENTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

12 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
13 SECTION 1. For the purposes of this act, unless the context
14 otherwi se indicates, these terns have the foll ow ng neaning:

15 (a) "Comm ssion"” neans the M ssissippi Mtor Vehicle
16 Conm ssi on.

17 (b) "Departnent” neans the M ssissippi Departnent of

18 Environnmental Quality.

19 (c) "Mercury-added product” neans any of the follow ng
20 items if it contains nercury-added conponents during manufacture:
21 (i) A thernostat or thernoneter;

22 (ii) A switch or other device, individually or as
23 part of another product, used to neasure, control or regul ate gas,
24 other fluids or electricity;

25 (iii) A nedical or scientific instrument;

26 (iv) An electric relay or other electrical device;
27 and

28 (v) A lanp.

29 (d) "Mercury headl anp™ is a nercury-added lanp that is
30 nounted on the front of a notor vehicle to illum nate the roadway.
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(e) "Mercury light switch”" neans a nmercury switch used
for the purpose of turning a light bulb or lanp on and off.

(f) "Mercury switch" neans a nercury-added product that
uses a liquid pool of nercury to nmeasure, control or regulate the
flow of gas, other fluids or electricity.

(g) "Motor vehicle conponent” neans a nercury-added
product that is a conponent in a notor vehicle, including, but not
limted to, a nmercury headl anp, a nercury light switch and a
mercury switch in antilock braking systens.

SECTION 2. (1) A person may not sell a notor vehicle

manuf actured on or after January 1, 2008, if it contains a nercury
switch. A notor vehicle manufacturer may apply to the
conmmi ssioner for an exenption fromthis prohibition. The
conmi ssion may grant an exenption upon finding that:

(a) Use of the nercury switch is necessary to protect
public health or safety;

(b) There are no technically feasible alternatives to
the nmercury switch at conparable cost; and

(c) The manufacturer has provided assurance that a
systemexi sts for the proper renoval and recycling of the nmercury
Swi t ch.

(2) Effective January 1, 2008, a person may not sell or
distribute a nmercury light switch for installation in a notor
vehi cl e.

(3) Effective January 1, 2008, a person may not sell a used
notor vehicle at retail without first renoving any nercury |ight
switch. This prohibition applies to a person who sells twenty
(20) or nore used notor vehicles in cal endar year 2007 or any
cal endar year thereafter.

(4) Effective January 1, 2008, a person may not send a notor
vehicle to a scrap recycling facility wthout first renoving any
mercury switch or nercury headlanp that is a conponent of the

notor vehicle, except that a scrap recycling facility nmay agree to
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accept a notor vehicle that has not been flattened, crushed or

bal ed knowng it contains a nmercury switch or mercury headl anp, in
whi ch case the scrap recycling facility is responsible for
renmovi ng that conponent. Upon renoval, the conponents nust be
col l ected, stored, transported and ot herw se handl ed i n accordance
with the universal waste rul es adopted by the Conm ssion on
Environnental Quality.

(5) By January 1, 2008, nmanufacturers of notor vehicles sold
or distributed in the state shall, individually or collectively,
do the foll ow ng:

(a) Manufacturers of notor vehicles that contain
mercury light switches shall establish, maintain and publicize the
availability of a source separation program by which a notor
vehi cl e owner nay have the nercury |ight switches renoved or
replaced with nonnmercury |ight switches at no direct charge to the
owner when the vehicle is brought to a manufacturer-affiliated
deal er shi p.

(b) Manufacturers of notor vehicles that contain
nercury switches shall:

(i) Establish and naintain a program necessary to
create and i nplenment an effective source separation programto
renmove and col lect the nmercury sw tches; and

(11) Establish and maintain a system by which
swi tches renoved pursuant to the requirenents of this section nay,
at no cost to the person responsible for renoval, be consoli dated
and transported for recycling in accordance with the universal
waste rul es adopted by the Comm ssion on Environnental Quality.

(c) Manufacturers of notor vehicles that contain
nmercury switches or nmercury headl anps shall provide the departnent
and persons subject to the requirenents of subsections (3) and (4)
with information, training and other technical assistance required
to facilitate renoval and recycling of these conponents,

including, but not limted to, information identifying the notor
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vehi cl e nodels that contain or may contain nmercury swtches or
nmercury headl anps.

(6) The departnent shall:

(a) Assist used car dealers, notor vehicle
manuf acturers and others subject to the source separation
requi renments of this section by providing training on the
uni versal waste rul es adopted by the board under subsection (9)
and by taking other steps as determ ned appropriate to provide for
the safe renoval and proper handling of notor vehicle conponents;
(b) Distribute the stickers required under subsection
(8); and
(c) Make available to the public information concerning
services to renove nercury light switches in notor vehicles.

(7) In approving a conpliance plan for |abeling for notor
vehicl es, the comm ssion shall require a notor vehicle
manuf acturer to apply a doorpost |abel listing the nercury-added
products that may be conponents in the notor vehicle. The
comm ssion may not require a manufacturer to affix a | abel to each
nmer cury- added conponent.

(8) Any person who renoves a nercury light switch froma
notor vehicle before the notor vehicle is renoved from service
shall affix an official sticker to the notor vehicle to indicate
that the switch has been renoved. The stickers may be obtai ned
fromthe departnent and nust be affixed to the doorpost or other
| ocation specified by the comm ssion. A person may not install a
mercury light switch into a notor vehicle to which the sticker is
af fi xed.

(9) The Comm ssion on Environnmental Quality shall adopt
uni versal waste rules as necessary to establish standards by which
nmercury switches in notor vehicles may be handl ed as universal
wast e.

(10) Before July 1, 2008, and annually thereafter, notor

vehi cl e manufacturers shall report in witing to the departnent on
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the results of the source separation programrequired under this
section. The report nust include, at a mninmm the nunbers of
nmercury switches and nercury headl anps renoved and recycled from
not or vehicles during the previous cal endar year conpared to the
estimated nunber of these conponents potentially available for
col l ection under subsections (3), (4) and (5); the estinated total
anmount of nmercury contained in the conponents; and any
recommendations to inprove the future collection and recycling of
not or vehi cl e conponents. Before January 1, 2009, and annual ly
thereafter, the departnent shall report to the Legislature on the
ef fecti veness of the source separation programrequired under this
section whet her other notor vehicle conponents should be added to
t he source separation program and whet her the program shoul d be
termnated and, if so, when.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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