M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

Senat or (s) Ross To: Education

SENATE BI LL NO. 2300

AN ACT TO REQUI RE A REFERENDUM ON THE QUESTI ON OF THE
ADM NI STRATI VE CONSOLI DATI ON OF THE EXI STI NG PUBLI C SCHOOL
DI STRICTS I N COUNTI ES WTH TWDO OR MORE SCHOCL DI STRI CTS, ONE OF
VH CH HAS SMALL STUDENT ATTENDANCE; TO PROVI DE THAT ALL SCHOOL
DI STRICTS I N SUCH COUNTY SHALL BE ABCLI SHED AND MERGED | NTO A
COUNTYW DE SCHOCOL DI STRICT WTH ONE NEWY ELECTED COUNTY BOARD OF
EDUCATI ON AND ONE APPO NTED COUNTY SUPERI NTENDENT OF EDUCATI ON | N
THE EVENT THE REFERENDUM | S APPROVED, TO REQUI RE ALL SUCH SCHOCL
DI STRICTS TO COVPLY W TH ADM NI STRATI VE CONSOLI DATI ON ORDERS
| SSUED BY THE SUCCESSOR COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATI ON AND THE STATE
BOARD OF EDUCATI ON I N SUCH COUNTI ES; TO PROVI DE FOR THE TRANSFER
OF REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY OF AFFECTED SCHOOL DI STRICTS; TO
PROVI DE FOR EMPLOYEE CONTRACTS IN SCHOOL DI STRI CTS SUBJECT TO SUCH
ADM NI STRATI VE CONSOLI DATI ON; TO PROVI DE FOR THE DUTY TO PAY THE
OUTSTANDI NG DEBT OF SCHOOL DI STRI CTS AFFECTED BY SUCH
CONSCLI DATI ON;, TO PROVI DE THAT SUCH ADM NI STRATI VE CONSOLI DATI ON
SHALL NOT REQUI RE THE CLOSI NG OF ANY SCHOCL OR FACI LI TY EXCEPT FOR
ABOLI SHED ADM NI STRATI VE OFFI CES; TO REQUI RE THE CONTI NUED FUNDI NG
OF THE | NSTRUCTI ONAL PROGRAMS FROM LOCAL AD VALOREM | N THE
ABOLI SHED DI STRI CTS | N SUCH COUNTI ES AT THE SAME LEVEL AS PRI OR TO
THE REQUI RED CONSOLI DATI ON; TO PROVI DE FOR THE RULEMAKI NG
AUTHORI TY OF THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON REGARDI NG SUCH
CONSCLI DATI ON AND THE SUBM SSI ON OF THE REORGANI ZATI ON TO THE
UNI TED STATES JUSTI CE DEPARTMENT; TO PROVI DE FOR AN ADM NI STRATI VE
CONSCLI DATI ON LI ST PREPARED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON,
TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-7-103, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, | N CONFORM TY
THERETG, TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-5-7, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE FOR THE NEW ELECTI ON OF MEMBERS OF THE COUNTY BOARD OF
EDUCATI ON | N THE NOVEMBER ELECTI ON FOLLOW NG THE PASSAGE OF THE
REFERENDUM TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-5-67, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE FOR AN APPO NTED COUNTY SUPERI NTENDENT OF EDUCATI ON | N
SUCH ADM NI STRATI VELY CONSCLI DATED COUNTY; TO AMEND SECTI ON
37-15-13, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT NO CHANGE I N
THE ATTENDANCE ZONE OF ANY SCHOCOL DI STRICT SHALL BE MADE BY A
NEWLY ELECTED COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATI ON WHI CH SUCCEEDS TO THE
TERRI TORY OF A SCHOOL DI STRICT WH CH IS ADM NI STRATI VELY
CONSCLI DATED;, TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-57-105, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, IN CONFORM TY THERETO AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) Referendum In any M ssissippi county in

which is located two (2) or nore school districts, at |east one
(1) of which is a school district with fewer than nine hundred
(900) students according to the district's average daily
attendance in each of the two (2) school years imrediately

precedi ng the 2005-2006 school year, there shall be held a
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ref erendum on the question of the adm nistrative consolidation of
all of the school districts in the county into a single countyw de
school district with one (1) admnistrative unit and one (1)

school board, that is not required to close school facilities.

The date of the referendumshall be on the first Tuesday after the
first Monday in Novenber 2007, and the first Tuesday after the
first Monday in Novenber in any year in which the county is
subject to the adm nistrative consolidation list annually

devel oped by the State Superintendent of Education under
subsection (4). Notice of such referendum shall be published by
the board of supervisors of such county once each week for at

| east three (3) consecutive weeks in a newspaper published or
havi ng a general circulation in the county, with the first
publication of such notice to be made not |ess than twenty-one
(21) days before the date fixed for the referendum and the | ast
publication to be nade not nore than seven (7) days before the
referendum At the referendum all qualified electors of such
county nmay vote, and the ballots used in such referendum shal

have printed thereon the words "FOR THE ADM NI STRATI VE

CONSOLI DATI ON OF ALL SCHOOL DI STRICTS I N COUNTY

| NTO ONE (1) COUNTYW DE SCHOOL DI STRICT", and, on a separate |ine,
"AGAI NST THE ADM NI STRATI VE CONSOLI DATI ON OF ALL SCHOOL DI STRICTS
I N COUNTY | NTO ONE (1) COUNTYW DE SCHOOL DI STRI CT",

and the voters shall vote by placing a cross (X) or check (V)
opposite their choice on the proposition. Wen the results of any
such referendum shall have been canvassed by the county el ection
comm ssion and certified, the school districts in the county shal
be adm nistratively consolidated under the procedures specified in
subsection (3) of this section, only if a mgjority of the
qualified electors who vote in the election vote in favor of the
proposition. In the event that a majority of the qualified

el ectors who vote at the referendumvote in opposition to the

proposition, a subsequent referendumon the issue of
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adm ni strative consolidation shall be held within two (2) years
fromthe date of the first referendumon a date to be established
by the board of supervisors of such county. |[If the proposition is
denied at the second referendum no further referendum may be held
on the question for a period of five (5 years. No public funds
shal |l be used for the purpose of pronoting the adoption of the
ref erendum

(2) Definitions. As used in this section:

(a) "Admnistrative annexation"” means the joining of an
af fected school district or a part of the school district with a
receiving district;

(b) "Admnistrative consolidation" neans the joining of
two (2) or nore school districts to create a new single countyw de
school district with one (1) admnistrative unit pursuant to
referendum and one (1) school board that is not required to close
school facilities;

(c) "Affected district" neans a school district that
| oses territory or students as a result of admnistrative
annexation or consolidation;

(d) "Resulting district"” neans the new countyw de
school district created froman affected district or districts as
a result of adm nistrative consolidation required pursuant to
ref erendum

(3) Admnistrative consolidation.

(a) There shall be an adm nistrative consolidation of
all school districts located in the county affected by the
ref erendum requi red under subsection (1) if a ngjority of the
qualified electors who vote in the election vote in favor of the
proposition, as provided in this subsection (3). There shall be a
new county board of education elected in the Novenber general or
special elections following the date of the referendum which
shall be elected as provided in Section 37-5-7, M ssissippi Code

of 1972. The new county board of education shall provide for the
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adm ni strative consolidation of all school districts in the county
into one (1) countyw de school district enbracing the entire
county on or before July 1 next follow ng the Novenber el ection.
Any school district affected by the required adm nistrative
consolidation that does not voluntarily consolidate with the
count ywi de school district shall be adm nistratively consolidated
by the State Board of Education with the countyw de school

district in which such district is |located, to be effective on
July 1 followng the election of the new county board of

education. The State Board of Education shall pronptly nove on
its own notion to admnistratively consolidate a school district
whi ch does not voluntarily consolidate in order to enable the

af fected school districts to reasonably acconplish the resulting
adm ni strative consolidation into one (1) countyw de school
district by July 1 followng the election of the new county board
of education. Al affected school districts shall conply with any
consol i dation order issued by the county board of education or the
State Board of Education, as the case may be, on or before July 1
follow ng the election of the new county board of educati on.

(b) On July 1 followng the election of the new county
board of education, the former county board of education, the
board of trustees of any nunicipal separate, special municipal
separate, consolidated or |line consolidated school district
| ocated in such county shall be abolished. Al real and personal
property which is owned or titled in the nane of a school district
| ocated in such county shall be transferred to the countyw de
school district of the county in which such school district is
| ocated. Each affected school board shall be responsible for
establishing the contracts for teachers and principals for the
next school year follow ng the required adm nistrative
consolidation with the consultation of the newy el ected successor
county board of education. The selection of the appointed county

superintendent of education and the assistant superintendent of
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education in the central adm nistration office of the successor
count ywi de school district shall be the responsibility of the
successor county board of education. No such adm nistratively
consol i dated countyw de school district shall have nore than three
(3) assistant county superintendents of education. It shall be
the responsibility of the successor county board of education to
prepare and approve the budget of the new countyw de district, and
the county board of education may use staff fromthe forner school
districts to prepare the budget. Any savings resulting fromthe
adm ni strative consolidation of two (2) or nore school districts
shall be included in the instructional budget of the resulting
district. Any proposed order of the successor county board of
education directing the transfer of the assets, real or personal
property of an affected school district in the county, shall be
subm tted and approved by the State Board of Education. The
finding of the State Board of Education shall be final and
conclusive for the purposes of the transfer of property required
by such adm nistrative consolidation. Any person or school
district aggrieved by an order of the successor county school
board of education pursuant to the required admnistrative
consol i dation may appeal therefromto the State Board of Education
within ten (10) days fromthe date of the adjournnment of the
neeting at which such order is entered. Such appeal shall be de
novo, and the finding of the State Board of Education upon such
guestion shall be final and conclusive for the purpose of the
approval or disapproval of the action by said county board of
educat i on.

(c) When any school district in such county is
abol i shed under the provisions of this section, the abolition
thereof shall not inpair or release the property of such forner
school district fromliability for the paynment of the bonds or
ot her indebtedness of such district and it shall be the duty of

t he board of supervisors of said county to |evy taxes on the
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property of said district so abolished fromyear to year according
to the terns of such indebtedness until sanme shall be fully paid.

(d) In the admnistratively consolidated countyw de
school district created under this section, the ad val oremtax
rate shall be determ ned as set forth under Section 37-57-1 et
seq. Wen any school district in such county is abolished under
the provisions of this section, the successor county board of
education and the levying authority for the county shall levy a
| ocal ad valoremtax effort in dollars pursuant to the authority
of Section 37-57-1 et seq., which shall be sufficient to produce
no | ess than the sanme anount provided by the abolished school
districts in the county to the schools in such fornmer districts
for instructional purposes in the school year prior to such
consolidation. Any savings realized by the elimnation of
adm ni strative offices under the consolidation of the forner
districts shall be added to the instructional budget of the
schools in the resulting district.

(e) Nothing in this section shall be construed to
require the closing of any school or school facility, unless such
facility is an unneeded adm nistrative office located within a
school district which has been abolished under the provisions of
this section. Al admnistrative consolidations under this
section shall be acconplished so as not to delay or in any manner
negatively affect the desegregation of another school district in
the county pursuant to court order. Individual schools and
attendance centers in operation and | ocated within a school
district which has been abolished under the provisions of this
section may continue to operate under the sane nane for a period
of ten (10) years follow ng such adm nistrative consolidation, but
may be nmerged or consolidated with other school facilities in the
di scretion of the successor county board of education pursuant to

| aw fol |l ow ng such ten-year period.
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(f) No admnistratively consolidated or annexed school
district shall have nore than one (1) superintendent.

(g) No school district admnistratively consoli dated
Wi th a school district designated by the State Board of Education
as being in academ c or fiscal distress shall be subject to
academ c or fiscal distress sanctions for a period of three (3)
years fromthe effective date of consolidation unless:

(1) The school district fails to nmeet m ni num
teacher salary requirenents; or

(i11) The school district fails to conmply with the
Standards for Accreditation of M ssissippi Public Schools issued
by the State Departnent of Educati on.

(h) The State Board of Education shall pronulgate rul es
and regulations to facilitate the adm nistrative consolidation of
the school districts in a county pursuant to this section. Wen
the orders of the successor county board of education adopting the
boundari es of the successor countyw de school district have been
entered and are final, as approved by the State Board of
Education, the new district lines shall be submtted by the State
Board of Education with the assistance of the Attorney General to
the Attorney CGeneral of the United States for preclearance or to
the United States District Court for the District of Colunbia for
a declaratory judgnent in accordance with the provisions of the
Voting R ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended. |In the event
the change in the school district lines are precleared or
approved, the State Board of Education shall formally declare the
new | ines as the new boundaries of the consolidated countyw de
school district.

(4) Admnistrative consolidation list. By February 1, 2007,
and each February 1 thereafter, the State Departnent of Education
shal |l publish a consolidation list that includes all school
districts with fewer than nine hundred (900) students according to

the district's average daily attendance in each of the two (2)
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school years immedi ately preceding the current school year. Any
such school district with fewer than nine hundred (900) students
shall hold a referendumon the adm nistrative consolidation

requi renents prescribed under subsection (1) unless the school
district (a) is accredited at Level 4 or higher by the M ssissipp
Comm ssi on on School Accreditation, and (b) the school district
certifies to the State Board of Education that the foll ow ng
budget function codes for central office admnistration are funded
fromlocal school district nmaintenance tax |evies and not from

M ssi ssi ppi Adequat e Education Program funds:

FUNCTI ON DESCRI PTI ON
CODE NUMBER
2310 Local Board of Education Services
2311 Supervi sion of Board of Education Services
2319 O her Board of Education Services
2320 Executive Adm nistration Services
2321 O fice of School Superintendent Services
2329 O her Executive Adm nistration Services
2330 Speci al Area Adm nistration Services

SUPPORT SERVI CES - CENTRAL
2810 Pl anni ng, Research, Devel opnent and

Eval uati on Services

2820 I nf ormati on Services:

2821 Supervision of Information Services
2822 Internal |Information Services

2823 Public Information Services

2824 Managenent | nformation Services
2829 O her Information Services

2830 Staff Services:

2831 Supervi sion of Staff Services

2832 Recrui t ment and Pl acenment Services
2834 I n-Service Training Services (for

Noni nstructional Staff)
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2839 O her Staff Services

2840 Dat a Processi ng Services:

2841 Supervi sing Data Processing Services
2842 Systens Anal ysis Services

2843 Progranm ng Servi ces

2844 Qper ati ons Services

2849 O her Data Processing Services

SECTION 2. Section 37-7-103, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-7-103. Fromand after July 1, 1987, the school board of
any school district shall have full jurisdiction, power and
authority, at any regular neeting thereof or at any speci al
neeting called for that purpose, to abolish such existing
district, or to reorgani ze, change or alter the boundaries of any
such district. 1In addition thereto, with the consent of the
school board of the school district involved, the school board may
add to such school district any part of the school district
adj oi ning sane, and with the consent of the school board of the
school district involved, may detach territory from such schoo
district and annex sane to an adjoining district. Provided,

however, that in any county having a referendumon the question of

the adm ni strative consolidation of the existing public school

districts in the county into one (1) countyw de school district as

provided in Senate Bill No. 2300, 2006 Regul ar Session, the

reorgani zati on of such school districts shall follow the

procedures specified in Section 1 thereof.

SECTION 3. Section 37-5-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-5-7. (1) On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
May 1954, an election shall be held in each county in this state
in the sane manner as general state and county el ections are held
and conducted, which election shall be held for the purpose of

el ecting the county boards of education established under the
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provi sions of this chapter. At such election, the nenbers of the
said board from Supervisors Districts One and Two shall be el ected
for the termexpiring on the first Mnday of January 1957; nenbers
of the board from Supervisors Districts Three and Four shall be
elected for a termexpiring on the first Mnday of January 1959;
and the nenber of the board from Supervisors District Five shal

be elected for a termexpiring on the first Monday of January
1955. Except as otherw se provided in subsection (2), al
subsequent nenbers of the board shall be elected for a termof six
(6) years at the regular general election held on the first Monday
i n Novenber next preceding the expiration of the termof office of
the respective nenber or nmenbers of such board. All nenbers of
the county board of education as herein constituted, shall take
office on the first Monday of January followi ng the date of their
el ection.

(2) On the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber,
in any year in which any county shall elect to utilize the
authority contained in Section 37-5-1(2), an election shall be
hel d in each such county in this state for the purpose of electing
the county boards of education in such counties. At said election
the nmenbers of the said county board of education fromDi stricts
One and Two shall be elected for a termof four (4) years, the
menbers fromDi stricts Three and Four shall be elected for a term
of six (6) years, and the nenber fromDistrict Five shall be
elected for a termof (2) years. Thereafter, nenbers shall be
el ected at general elections as vacancies occur for terns of six
(6) years each. Al nmenbers of the county board of education
shall take office on the first Monday of January follow ng the
date of their election.

(3) Provided, however, that if a majority of the qualified

el ectors vote in favor of the adm nistrati ve consolidati on of al

school districts located in the county affected in Section 1 of

Senate Bill No. 2300, 2006 Regul ar Session, there shall be a new
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county board of education elected in the Novenber general or

special election followng the date of the referendum The new

county board of education shall be elected in the manner provided

in Section 37-5-1 et seq., and shall be elected for terns of

of fice consistent wwth the provisions of this section.

SECTION 4. Section 37-5-67, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-5-67. The county superintendent of education shall be
appoi nted by the county board of educati on:

(a) In any county of the first class |lying wholly
within a levee district and within which there is situated a city
of nore than forty thousand (40, 000) popul ation according to the
| ast federal decennial census;

(b) In any county bordering on the Gulf of Mexico or
M ssi ssi ppi Sound, having therein a test facility operated by the
Nat i onal Aeronautics and Space Adm nistration;

(c) In any county bordering on the Al abama state |ine,
traversed by the Tonbi gbee River, and in which is situated a
senior institution of higher I|earning;

(d) In any county of the second class wherein
Interstate H ghway 55 and State H ghway 22 intersect and which is
al so traversed in whole or in part by U S. H ghways 49 and 51, and
State H ghways 16, 17 and 43 and the Natchez Trace;

(e) In any O ass 4 county having popul ation in excess
of twenty-five thousand (25, 000) according to the 1960 federal
census, traversed by U S. H ghway 55 and wherein State H ghways 12
and 17 intersect;

(f) In any county created after 1916 through which the
Yazoo River flows;

(g In any Cass 4 county having a | and area of six
hundred ninety-five (695) square mles, bordering on the State of
Al abama, wherein the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit was signed and

wherein U S. Hi ghway 45 and State H ghway 14 intersect;
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(h) In any county bordering on the M ssissippi R ver
wherein lies the canmpus of a land-grant institution or |ands
contiguous thereto owned by the institution;

(1) In any county lying within the Yazoo-M ssi ssipp
Delta Levee District, bordering upon the M ssissippi R ver, and
having a county seat with a popul ation in excess of twenty-one
t housand (21, 000) according to the federal census of 1960;

(j) In any Cdass 3 county wherein is partially | ocated
a national forest and wherein U S. H ghway 51 and State H ghway 28
intersect, with a 1960 federal census of twenty-seven thousand
fifty-one (27,051) and a 1963 assessed val uation of Sixteen
MIlion Six Hundred Ni nety-two Thousand Three Hundred Four Doll ars
($16, 692,304.00); * * *

(k) In any dass 1 county wherein U S. H ghway 49 and
State H ghway 16 intersect, having a |l and area in excess of nine
hundred thirty (930) square mles; and

(1) In any county wherein the electors have voted in

favor of an admi nistrative consolidation of all school districts

| ocated in the county into one (1) countyw de school district

pursuant to the referendumrequired in Section 1 of Senate Bil

No. 2300, 2006 Regul ar Sessi on.

SECTION 5. Section 37-15-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-15-13. Wen any child qualified under the requirenents of
Section 37-15-9 shall apply or present hinmself for enrollnment in
or adm ssion to the public schools of any school district of this
state, the school board of such school district shall have the
power and authority to designate the particular school or
attendance center of the district in which such child shall be
enroll ed and which he shall attend; no enrollnment of a child in a
school shall be final or permanent until such designation shall be
made by said school board. No child shall be entitled to attend

any school or attendance center except that to which he has been
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assi gned by the school board; however, the principal of a school
or superintendent of the district nmay, in proper cases, permt a
child to attend a school tenporarily until a permanent assignnent

is made by the school board. Provided, that no change in the

att endance zone of any school district shall be made by a newly

el ected county board of educati on which succeeds to the territory

of a school district which is admnistratively consoli dated under

the requirenents of Section 1 of Senate Bill No. 2300, 2006

Regul ar Sessi on.

SECTION 6. Section 37-57-105, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

37-57-105. (1) In addition to the taxes |evied under
Section 37-57-1, the levying authority for the school district, as
defined in Section 37-57-1, upon receipt of a certified copy of an
order adopted by the school board of the school district
requesting an ad valoremtax effort in dollars for the support of
the school district, shall, at the sane tine and in the sane
manner as other ad valoremtaxes are levied, |evy an annual ad
valoremtax in the anmount fixed in such order upon all of the
t axabl e property of such school district, which shall not be |ess
than the mllage rate certified by the State Board of Education as
the uni form m ni nrum school district ad valoremtax levy for the
support of the adequate education programin such school district
under Section 37-57-1. Provided, however, that any school
district levying less than the uniform m ni num school district ad
valoremtax levy on July 1, 1997, shall only be required to
increase its local district maintenance levy in four (4) mll
annual increnents in order to attain such mllage requirenents.

I n maki ng such levy, the levying authority shall |evy an

addi tional anount sufficient to cover anticipated delinquencies
and costs of collection so that the net anpbunt of nobney to be
produced by such levy shall be equal to the amount which is

requested by said school board. The proceeds of such tax |evy,
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excluding levies for the paynent of the principal of and interest
on school bonds or notes and excluding |l evies for costs of

coll ection, shall be placed in the school depository to the credit
of the school district and shall be expended in the manner
provided by | aw for the purpose of suppl enenting teachers

sal ari es, extending school ternms, purchasing furniture, supplies
and materials, and for all other |awful operating and incidental
expenses of such school district, funds for which are not provided
by adequat e education program fund all ot nents.

The noni es authorized to be received by school districts from
t he School Ad Val orem Tax Reduction Fund pursuant to Section
37-61-35 shall be included as ad valoremtax receipts. The
| evying authority for the school district, as defined in Section
37-57-1, shall reduce the ad valoremtax |levy for such school
district in an anobunt equal to the anount distributed to such
school district fromthe School Ad Val orem Tax Reduction Fund each
cal endar year pursuant to said Section 37-61-35. Such reduction
shall not be less than the mllage rate necessary to generate a
reduction in ad valoremtax receipts equal to the funds
distributed to such school district fromthe School Ad Val orem Tax
Reducti on Fund pursuant to Section 37-61-35. Such reduction shal
not be deened to be a reduction in the aggregate anount of support
fromad val oremtaxation for purposes of Section 37-19-11. The
mllage levy certified by the State Board of Education as the
uni form m nimum ad valoremtax levy or the mllage |evy that would
generate funds in an anount equal to a school district's district
entitlenent, as defined in Section 37-22-1(2)(e), shall be subject
to the provisions of this paragraph.

In any county where there is |ocated a nucl ear generating
power plant on which a tax is assessed under Section 27-35-309(3),
such required | evy and revenue produced thereby may be reduced by
the levying authority in an anount in proportion to a reduction in

t he base revenue of any such county fromthe previous year. Such
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reduction shall be allowed only if the reduction in base revenue
equal s or exceeds five percent (5% . "Base revenue" shall nean
the revenue received by the county fromthe ad valoremtax | evy
pl us the revenue received by the county fromthe tax assessed
under Section 27-35-309(3) and authorized to be used for any

pur poses for which a county is authorized by law to | evy an ad

val oremtax. For purposes of determning if the reduction equals
or exceeds five percent (5%, a levy of mllage equal to the prior
year's mllage shall be hypothetically applied to the current
year's ad valoremtax base to determ ne the anmpbunt of revenue to
be generated fromthe ad valoremtax |levy. For the purposes of
this section and Section 37-57-107, the portion of the base
revenue used for the support of any school district shall be
deened to be the aggregate receipts fromad val oremtaxes for the
support of any school district. This paragraph shall apply to
taxes levied for the 1987 fiscal year and for each fiscal year
thereafter. |If the M ssissippi Suprenme Court or another court
finally adjudicates that the tax |evied under Section 27-35-309(3)
i's unconstitutional, then this paragraph shall stand repeal ed.

(2) Wen the tax is levied upon the territory of any school
district located in two (2) or nore counties, the order of the
school board requesting the | evying of such tax shall be certified
to the levying authority of each of the counties involved, and
each of the levying authorities shall levy the tax in the manner
specified herein. The taxes so |evied shall be collected by the
tax collector of the levying authority involved and remtted by
the tax collector to the school depository of the honme county to
the credit of the school district involved as provi ded above,
except that taxes for collection fees may be retained by the
| evying authority for deposit into its general fund.

(3) The aggregate receipts fromad valoremtaxes |levied for
school district purposes, excluding collection fees, pursuant to

this section and Section 37-57-1 shall be subject to the increased
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limtation under Section 37-57-107; however, if the ad val oremtax
effort in dollars requested by the school district for the fiscal
year exceeds the next preceding fiscal year's ad val oremtax
effort in dollars by nore than four percent (4% but not nore than
seven percent (7%, then the school board shall publish notice

t hereof once each week for at |least three (3) consecutive weeks in
a newspaper having general circulation in the school district
involved, with the first publication thereof to be nade not |ess
than fifteen (15) days prior to the final adoption of the budget
by the school board. If at any tine prior to said adoption a
petition signed by not |less than twenty percent (20% or fifteen
hundred (1500), whichever is less, of the qualified el ectors of
the school district involved shall be filed with the school board
requesting that an election be called on the question of exceeding
the next preceding fiscal year's ad valoremtax effort in dollars
by nore than four percent (4% but not nore than seven percent
(7%, then the school board shall, not later than the next regular
neeting, adopt a resolution calling an election to be held within
such school district upon such question. The election shall be
call ed and held, and notice thereof shall be given, in the sane
manner for el ections upon the questions of the issuance of the
bonds of school districts, and the results thereof shall be
certified to the school board. The ballot shall contain the

| anguage "For the School Tax Increase Over Four Percent (4% " and
"Agai nst the School Tax Increase Over Four Percent (4% ." |If a
majority of the qualified electors of the school district who
voted in such election shall vote in favor of the question, then
the stated i ncrease requested by the school board shall be
approved. For the purposes of this paragraph, the revenue sources
excluded fromthe increased limtation under Section 37-57-107
shall also be excluded fromthe limtation described herein in the

sane manner as they are excluded under Section 37-57-107.
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(4) Wen any school district is abolished pursuant to a

mandat ory adm ni strative consolidation of school districts ordered

by referendum of the electors of the county, as provided in

Section 1 of Senate Bill No. 2300, 2006 Regul ar Session, the

successor county board of education shall request and the | evying

authority for the county shall levy a local ad valoremtax effort

in dollars which shall be sufficient to produce no | ess than the

sane anount provided by the abolished school districts in the

county to the schools in such fornmer districts for instructional

purposes in the school year prior to such consolidation.

SECTION 7. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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