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Col | eges; Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2220

AN ACT TO CREATE THE ACCESS TO POSTSECONDARY EDUCATI ON ACT,
VH CH PROVI DES | N- STATE UNI VERSI TY AND COLLECGE TU TI ON RATES TO
QUALI FI ED | MM GRANT STUDENTS WHO HAVE ATTENDED STATE H GH SCHOOLS
FOR AT LEAST TWO YEARS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-103-23, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. This act shall be known as the "Access to

Post secondary Education Act."

SECTION 2. (1) The Legislature finds that:

(a) Many M ssissippi immgrant high school students
have lived in the state nost of their lives, and are likely to
remai n residents. However, these students are precluded from
obtai ning an affordabl e coll ege educati on because they do not
qualify for in-state tuition rates. Wthout in-state tuition,
many of these students are not able to attend coll ege.

(b) Many of these students have al ready proven their
academc eligibility and nerit by being accepted into an
institution of higher learning or a conmunity or junior college in
M ssi ssi ppi .

(c) Making it possible for these students to attend
college will increase the state's col |l ege-educated workforce and
stinul ate econom c grow h.

(d) This act does not confer postsecondaray education
benefits on the basis of residence within the nmeaning of 8 USCS
Section 1623.

(2) The purpose of this act is to provide educati onal

opportunity to children who are long-tinme residents of
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M ssi ssippi, inproving the overall economc condition of the
state.

SECTION 3. (1) A student, other than a nonimm grant alien

Wi thin the neaning of 8 USCS Section 1101(a)(15), shall qualify
for in-state tuition rates at state-supported institutions of

hi gher | earning and conmmunity and junior colleges if the student
neets all the follow ng requirenents:

(a) High school attendance in M ssissippi for two (2)
or nore years.

(b) G aduation froma M ssissippi high school or
attai nment of the equival ent thereof.

(c) Registration as an entering student at, or current
enrollment in, an institution of higher learning or a conmunity or
junior college in M ssissippi.

(d) If a person is without |egal immgration status,
the filing of an affidavit with an institution of higher |earning
or a community or junior college in Mssissippi, stating that the
student has filed an application to |legalize his or her
immgration status, or will file an application as soon as he or
she is eligible to do so.

(2) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning and the State Board for Community and Juni or Col | eges
shal |l prescribe rules and regul ations for the inplenentation of
this section. Student information obtained in the inplenmentation
of this section shall be confidential.

(3) A state court may award only prospective injunctive and
declaratory relief to a party in any |awsuit based upon this
section or based upon rules and regul ations prescribed to
i npl ement this section.

SECTION 4. Section 37-103-23, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-103-23. Al aliens are classified as nonresidents, except

as otherwi se provided in Section 3 of this act.
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61 SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from
62 and after July 1, 2006.
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