M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

Senat or (s) Hewes To: Education

SENATE BI LL NO. 2154

AN ACT TO CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPl Cl VI C LI TERACY ACT; TO
REQUI RE THE TEACHI NG OF THE NATI ON' S FOUNDI NG AND RELATED
DOCUMENTS DURI NG THE HI GH SCHOCOL YEARS; TO PROVI DE THAT BEFORE
RECEI VI NG A CERTI FI CATE OR DI PLOVA OF GRADUATI ON FROM HI GH SCHOCL,
STUDENTS MJST HAVE BEEN TESTED ON THEI R KNOALEDGE OF THE
DECLARATI ON OF | NDEPENDENCE, THE UNI TED STATES CONSTI TUTI ON AND
THE FEDERALI ST PAPERS; TO REQUI RE THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATI ON TO PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS FOR THE
ADM NI STRATI ON OF THI S ACT; TO REQUI RE THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATI ON TO SUBM T AN ANNUAL REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND
LEG SLATURE ON THE EFFECTI VENESS OF SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS;
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Title. This act nay be cited as the M ssissipp

Cvic Literacy Act.
SECTION 2. Findings. The Legislature finds and decl ares

t hat :

(a) The adoption of the Declaration of |Independence in
1776 and the signing of the United States Constitution were
princi pal events in the history of the United States, the
Decl arati on of | ndependence providing the phil osophical foundation
on which this nation rests and the Constitution of the United
States providing its structure of governnent;

(b) The Federalist Papers enbody the nost el oquent and
forceful argunment made in support of the adoption of our
republ i can form of governnent;

(c) These docunents stand as the foundation of our form
of denocracy, providing at the sane tinme the basis of our national
identity and the vehicle for orderly growth and change;

(d) Many Anericans |ack even the nost basic know edge

and understanding of the history of our nation and the principles
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set forth in the Declaration of Independence, codified in the
Constitution and defended in the Federalist Papers; and

(e) The survival of the Republic requires that our
nation's children, the future guardians of its heritage and
participants in its governance, have a firm know edge and
understanding of its principles and history.

SECTION 3. Purpose. The purpose and intent of this act are:

(a) To require during the high school years the
teaching of the nation's founding and rel ated docunents, which
shall include the Declaration of |ndependence, the United States
Constitution and the Federalist Papers; and

(b) To require that before receiving a certificate or
di pl oma of graduation from high school, students nust have been
tested on their know edge of the Declaration of |ndependence, the
United States Constitution and the Federalist Papers.

SECTION 4. Adm nistration. The State Departnent of

Educati on shall adopt and promul gate rules and regul ations for the
adm nistration of this act. Such rules and regulations shall:

(a) Include anong the requirenents for secondary schoo
graduation a passing grade on a test of the Declaration of
| ndependence, the United States Constitution and the Federali st
Papers;

(b) Include in any standard state testing of high
school students questions on the contents of the Declaration of
| ndependence, the United States Constitution and the Federali st
Papers; and

(c) Specifically provide for curriculum content and
teacher training to ensure that the intent of this legislation is
satisfied.

SECTI ON 5. Reporting and accountability. The State

Depart ment of Education shall submt an annual report to the
Governor and the Legislature describing the specific rules and
regul ations issued pursuant to this act and reporting the
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ef fecti veness of these rules and regul ati ons as neasured by the

passage of these courses involved pursuant to Section 3 of this

act .

SECTI ON 6.

Thi s act shall

and after July 1, 2006.
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ST:

M ssi ssi pp

Cvic Literacy Act;

take effect and be in force from

enact .



