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Senat or (s) Hewes To: Education

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
SENATE BI LL NO. 2154

AN ACT TO CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPl Cl VI C LI TERACY ACT; TO
REQUI RE THE TEACHI NG OF THE NATI ON'S FOUNDI NG AND RELATED
DOCUMENTS DURI NG THE HI GH SCHOOL YEARS; TO REQUI RE THE STATE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO SUBM T AN ANNUAL REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR
AND LEGQ SLATURE ON THE EFFECTI VENESS OF THE CURRI CULUM ON ClI VI C
LI TERACY; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. This act may be cited as the Mssissippi Cvic

Literacy Act.
SECTION 2. The Legislature finds and declares that:

(a) The adoption of the Declaration of |Independence in
1776 and the signing of the United States Constitution were
princi pal events in the history of the United States, the
Decl arati on of | ndependence providing the phil osophical foundation
on which this nation rests and the Constitution of the United
States providing its structure of governnent;

(b) The Federalist Papers enbody the nost el oquent and
forceful argunment made in support of the adoption of our
republ i can form of governnent;

(c) The Emancipation Procl amation issued by President
Abraham Lincoln in 1862 clarified human rights during the crisis
of the War Between the States;

(d) These docunents stand as the foundation of our form
of denocracy, providing at the sane tinme the basis of our national
identity and the vehicle for orderly growth and change;

(e) Many Anericans |ack even the nost basic know edge
and understanding of the history of our nation and the principles

set forth in the Declaration of Independence, codified in the
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Constitution and defended in the Federalist Papers and the
Emanci pati on Procl amation; and

(f) The survival of the Republic requires that our
nation's children, the future guardians of its heritage and
participants in its governance, have a firm know edge and
understanding of its principles and history.

SECTI ON 3. The purpose and intent of this act are to require

during the high school years the teaching of the nation's founding
and rel ated docunents, which shall include the Declaration of

| ndependence, the United States Constitution, the Federali st
Papers and the Emanci pation Proclamati on of 1862.

SECTION 4. The State Departnent of Education shall devel op

and report to the Education Commttees of the Senate and House of
Represent ati ves which specifically describes the civic literacy
curriculumcontent and teacher training to ensure that the intent
of this legislation is satisfied.

SECTION 5. Beginning with the 2008 Regul ar Session, the

State Departnent of Education shall submt an annual report to the
Governor and the Legislature describing the effectiveness of these
civic literacy courses involved pursuant to Sections 3 and 4 of
this act.

SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.

S. B. No. 2154 *SS26/R516CS*

06/ SS26/ R516CS ST: Mssissippi Civic Literacy Act; enact.
PAGE 2



