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Senat or (s) Doxey To: Fees, Salaries and
Admi ni stration

SENATE BI LL NO. 2116

AN ACT TO CREATE A CERTI FI CATI ON PROGRAM FOR TAX COLLECTORS
TAX ASSESSCRS/ COLLECTORS AND THEI R DEPUTI ES; TO REQUI RE COUNTI ES
TO HAVE A CERTI FI ED COLLECTOR;, TO REQUI RE REI MBURSEMENT OF M LEAGE
AND EXPENSES VWHEN ANY TAX COLLECTOR, TAX ASSESSOR/ COLLECTOR OR
DEPUTY TRAVEL QUTSIDE H' S COUNTY TO ATTEND A CERTI FI ED COLLECTI ON
SEM NAR; TO REQUI RE ADDI TI ONAL COVPENSATI ON TO BE PAI D TO ANY TAX
COLLECTOR, TAX ASSESSCOR/ COLLECTOR OR DEPUTY WHO SUCCESSFULLY
COMPLETES CERTAI N LEVELS OF CERTI FI CATI ON; TO CREATE AN ADVI SORY
BOARD TO OVERSEE THE M SSI SSI PPl COLLECTORS EDUCATI ON AND
CERTI FI CATI ON PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) (a) The Ofice of the State Auditor shall

pronmul gate rul es and regul ati ons setting forth the m ni nrum
requi renents for which collectors, assessors/collectors or their
deputies may attain certification as a collector of state, county
or municipal revenue. The Ofice of the State Auditor, in
cooperation with the Center for Governnental Training and
Technol ogy within the M ssissippi State University Extension
Service, shall establish and conduct such education and training
prograns as may be appropriate for such persons to attain the
certification.

(b) Counties having not nore than fifteen thousand
(15,000) parcels of real property shall have at |east one (1)
certified collector, and counties having nore than fifteen
t housand (15, 000) parcels of real property shall have at |east two
(2) certified collectors.

(2) (a) When any tax collector, tax assessor/collector or
his deputy travel outside their county to attend a certified
col | ection school, sem nar or workshop approved by the Ofice of
the State Auditor, such person shall receive as rei nbursenent of

expenses of such travel the sane mleage and actual and necessary
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expenses for food, |odging and travel by public carrier or private
not or vehicles as all owed under Section 25-3-41. However, m | eage
shal |l not be authorized when such travel is done by a notor
vehi cl e owned by the county.

(b) The county board of supervisors shall reinburse the
tax collector, tax assessor/collector or his deputy for reasonable
and necessary expenses sustained in attendi ng annual conferences,
regi onal conferences, schools and sem nars. The Ofice of the
State Auditor shall have the authority to prescribe forns and to
promul gate rul es and regul ati ons necessary to inplenent the
provi sions of this subsection. No expenses authorized herein
shal |l be reinbursed unl ess the expenses have been authorized or
approved by an order of the board duly nmade and spread upon its
m nut es.

(3) (a) Wen any tax collector, tax assessor/collector or
his deputy attend and successfully conplete all qualifications
pursuant to the M ssissippi Collectors Education and Certification
Program and receive the certification level of Collector I, they
shal |l receive an additional Two Thousand Dol |l ars ($2, 000. 00)
annual Iy begi nning the next fiscal year after conpletion.

(b) When any tax collector, tax assessor/collector or
his deputy attend and successfully conplete all qualifications
pursuant to the M ssissippi Collectors Education and Certification
Program and receive the certification |level of Collector Il, they
shal |l receive an additional Two Thousand Dol |l ars ($2, 000. 00)
annual Iy begi nning the next fiscal year after conpletion.

(c) \When any tax collector, tax assessor/collector or
his deputy attend and successfully conplete all qualifications
pursuant to the M ssissippi Collectors Education and Certification
Program and receive the certification |level of M ssissipp
Col | ector of Revenue (MCR), they shall receive an additional Two
Thousand Five Hundred Dol |l ars ($2,500.00) annually begi nning the

next fiscal year after conpletion.
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(d) In order to receive the additional annual paynent
or paynents provided for in this subsection, the tax collectors,
tax assessors/collectors or deputies who conpleted the M ssissipp
Col | ectors Education and Certification Programand were certified
as provided herein shall be personally involved in the conduct,
adm ni stration or supervision of the collection of state, county
or muni ci pal taxes.

(4) A seven-nenber advisory board shall be created and shal
provi de oversight to the M ssissippi Collectors Education and
Certification Program Except for the President of the
M ssi ssi ppi Assessors and Col |l ectors Associ ation, nenbers of the
board shall serve a termof one (1) year. The board shall consi st
of the foll ow ng nenbers:

(a) The President of the M ssissippi Assessors and
Col | ectors Associ ation who shall serve on the board during his
termas president;

(b) The State Auditor, or his designee;

(c) One (1) nenber to be appointed by the State Auditor
and approved by the M ssissippi Assessors and Col |l ectors
Associ ati on;

(d) One (1) nenber appointed by the President of the
M ssi ssi ppi Assessors and Col |l ectors Associ ation; and

(e) Two (2) nenbers representing the Center for
Governnent al Trai ning and Technol ogy.

SECTION 2. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting
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98 Rights Act of 1965, as anended and extended, or COctober 1, 2006,

99 whi chever occurs | ater.
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