M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

Senator(s) Tollison, Al britton, Chaney, To: Judiciary, Division B

Dawki ns, Frazier, Gollott, Gordon, Jackson
(15th), Jackson (32nd), King, Little,
Mettetal, Walls, WIIlianson, Wite

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

SENATE BILL NO 2086
(As Passed the Senate)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-2-7, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
DELETE THE PROVI SI ONS THAT PERM T A FINE TO BE | MPCSED FOR A
VI OLATION OF THE MOTOR VEH CLE SEAT BELT LAWONLY | F THE VI OLATOR
'S ALSO CHARGED AND CONVI CTED OF SOVE OTHER OFFENSE; TO | NCREASE
THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF THE FI NE THAT MAY BE | MPOSED FOR A
VI OLATI ON OF THE SEAT BELT LAW BY MORE THAN ONE MOTOR VEHI CLE
OCCUPANT; TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-2-3, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
DELETE THE PROVI SI ON THAT FAI LURE TO USE SEAT BELTS CANNOT
CONSTI TUTE CONTRI BUTORY OR COVPARATI VE NEGLI GENCE; TO AVMEND
SECTI ON 63-2-1, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO EXCLUDE MOTOR HOVES
FROM THE APPLI CATI ON OF THE SAFETY SEAT BELT CHAPTER, TO PROVI DE
THAT THI S ACT SHALL BE KNOM AS THE "HUNTER GRADY DAWKI NS SEAT
BELT ACT"; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 63-2-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-2-7. (1) A violation of this chapter shall be a
m sdeneanor, puni shable by a fine of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00)
upon conviction; however, only the operator of a vehicle may be
fined for a violation of this chapter by the operator or * * * py
any passenger. * * * The maxi numfine that may be inposed agai nst
the operator of a vehicle for a violation of this chapter by the
operator or for a violation of this chapter by one or nore

passengers shall be Fifty Dollars ($50.00) in the aggregate.

(2) Aviolation of this chapter shall not be entered on the
driving record of any individual so convicted, nor shall any state
assessnment provided for by Section 99-19-73, or any other state
| aw, be inposed or coll ected.

SECTION 2. Section 63-2-3, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-2-3. This chapter shall not be construed to create a

duty, standard of care, right or liability between the operator
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and passenger of any passenger notor vehicle which is not
recogni zed under the laws of the State of M ssissippi as such | aws

exi st on March 20, 1990, or as such laws may at any tine

thereafter be constituted by statute or court decision. * * * The
violation shall not be entered on the driving record of any
i ndi vi dual

SECTION 3. Section 63-2-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

amended as fol |l ows:

63-2-1. (1) When a passenger notor vehicle is operated in
forward notion on a public road, street or highway within this
state, every operator, every front-seat passenger and every child
who is at least four (4) years of age but under eight (8) years of
age, regardless of the seat that such child occupies, shall wear a
properly fastened safety seat belt system required to be
installed in the vehicle when manuf actured pursuant to Federal
Mot or Vehicle Safety Standard 208. Children under the age of four
(4) years shall be protected as required by Sections 63-7-301
t hrough 63-7-311.

(2) "Passenger notor vehicle" for purposes of this chapter
nmeans a notor vehicle designed to carry fifteen (15) or fewer
passengers, including the driver, but does not include
not orcycl es, nopeds, all-terrain vehicles or trailers.

(3) This section shall not apply to:

(a) Vehicles which may be registered for "farni use,

i ncluding "inplenents of husbandry" as defined in Section
63-21-5(d), and "farmtractors” as defined in Section 63-3-105(a);

(b) An operator or passenger possessing a witten
verification froma licensed physician that he is unable to wear a
safety belt systemfor nedical reasons;

(c) A passenger car operated by a rural letter carrier
of the United States Postal Service or by a utility nmeter reader
while on duty; * * *

(d) Buses; or

S. B. No. 2086 *SS26/R125PS*
06/ SS26/ R125PS
PAGE 2



66
67
68
69
70

(e)

Mot or honmes as defined in Section 63-3-103(9).

SECTI ON 4.

This act shall be known as the "Hunter G ady

Dawki ns Seat Belt Act."

SECTI ON 5.

and after July
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This act shall take effect and be in force from

1, 2006.

*SS26/R125PS*

ST: Seat belt |law, make primary offense,
aggregate fine.

revi se



