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SENATE BI LL NO. 2023

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-19-56. 15, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF
1972, TO REAUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF DI STI NCTI VE MOTOR VEHI CLE
LI CENSE TAGS THAT DI SPLAY THE EMBLEM OF A PUBLI C OR PRI VATE
UNI VERSI TY LOCATED | N ANOTHER STATE; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.
BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 27-19-56.15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

27-19-56.15. (1) (a) Beginning with any registration year

commenci ng on or after July 1, 2006, any owner of a notor vehicle

who is a resident of this state, upon conplying with the notor
vehicle laws relating to registration and |icensing of notor
vehi cl es, and upon paynent of the road and bridge privil ege taxes,
ad valoremtaxes and registration fees as prescribed by |aw for
private carriers of passengers, pickup trucks and ot her
noncomrer ci al notor vehicles, and upon paynent of an additional
annual fee in the anount of Fifty Dollars ($50.00), shall be
issued a distinctive license tag that displays the enblem of any
public or private university of his choice |located in another
state.

(b) The design of the enblens for the distinctive
|l i cense tags authorized under this subsection shall be determ ned
by agreenent between the State Tax Comm ssion and the governing
authorities of public or private universities in the states where
the universities are | ocated. Such other design characteristics
and information to be contained on such distinctive |license tags
shall be determined by the State Tax Comm ssi on.

(c) Application for the distinctive license tag

aut hori zed under this subsection shall be nmade to the county tax
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collector on forns prescribed by the State Tax Conm ssion. The
application and the additional fee, less Two Dollars ($2.00) to be
retained by the tax collector, shall be remtted to the State Tax
Comm ssion on a nonthly basis as prescribed by the comm ssion.

The portion of the additional fee retained by the tax coll ector
shal |l be deposited into the county general fund.

(d) The State Tax Comm ssion shall deposit all fees
that it receives under this subsection into the State Treasury on
the day received. At the end of each nonth, the State Tax
Comm ssion shall certify the total fees coll ected under this
section to the State Treasurer who shall distribute such
col l ections as follows:

(i) Twenty-four Dollars ($24.00) of the additional

fees collected fromeach distinctive license tag i ssued under this
subsection shall be distributed to the World War || Veterans
Menorial in Washington, D.C. However, when the anounts
distributed to the World War Il Veterans Menorial reaches an

aggr egat e anount of One Hundred Thousand Dol |l ars ($100, 000. 00),
then Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) of such additional fees shall be
deposited into the State General Fund.

(ii) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited into the Mssissippi * * * Burn Care
Fund created pursuant to Section 7-9-70.

(iii) Two Dollars ($2.00) of each additional fee
collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this
section shall be deposited to the credit of the State H ghway Fund
to be expended solely for the repair, naintenance, construction or
reconstruction of highways.

(iv) One Dollar ($1.00) of each additional fee

collected on distinctive |icense tags issued pursuant to this

section shall be deposited to the credit of the special fund

created in Section 27-19-44. 2.
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(2) A regular license tag nust be properly displayed as
required by law until replaced by a distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The regular license tag nust be surrendered to the
tax coll ector upon issuance of the distinctive |icense tag under
this section. The tax collector shall issue up to two (2) |icense
decal s for each distinctive license tag issued under this section,
which will expire the sane nonth and year as the regular |icense
t ag.

(3) In the case of loss or theft of a distinctive |license
tag i ssued under this section, the owner may make application and
affidavit for a replacenent distinctive |icense tag as provi ded by
Section 27-19-37. The fee for a replacenent distinctive |icense
tag shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). The tax collector receiving
such application and affidavit shall be entitled to retain and
deposit into the county general fund five percent (5% of the fee
for such replacenent |license tag and the renai nder shall be
distributed in the sanme manner as funds fromthe sale of regul ar
distinctive license tags issued under this section.

(4) In order for a distinctive license tag for a university

to be issued pursuant to this section, the provisions of Section

27-19-44(2) nust be satisfied for such university license tag

prior to July 1, 2009.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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