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HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 114

A RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG DR. GENE CORNELI US YOUNG ON H'S CI VI L
Rl GHTS CONTRI BUTI ONS AND HI S OQUTSTANDI NG CAREER ACCOMPLI SHMENTS.

VWHEREAS, Dr. Cene Cornelius Young has nmade nmany excepti onal
contributions to civil rights and has had an outstandi ng career in
the education field and is a renowned speaker; and

VWHEREAS, the son of the loving Ms. Beatrice Young and the
| ate Janes |. Young, Dr. Young becane an advocate for civil rights
at an early age and was arrested twice in 1963 at the age of
twelve for his participating in civil rights denonstrations in
Jackson, M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, as a youth who had the desire to pronote justice,
peace and equality for all, Dr. Young attended the historic March
on Washi ngton where Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., delivered his
famous "I Have A Dreant speech in August 1963; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Young, after his first arrest for denonstrating
at the age of twelve, stood on a chair and spoke before a
capacity-filled audi ence at the Masonic Tenple on Lynch Street
j ust days before the assassination of Medgar Evers who Dr. Young
knew wel | ; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Young's speech as a child was recounted in The
Ghosts of M ssissippi: The Murder of Medgar Evers, The Trial of

Byron de | a Beckwith and the Haunting of the New South which is

aut hored by Maryanne Vol | eys; and
VWHEREAS, Dr. Young has al so been witten about in Anne
Moody's Coming of Age in Mssissippi and in Tim Spofford' s Lynch

Street: The May 1970 Sl ayi ngs at Jackson State Coll ege and was

given credit in the nmenoirs of Jackson State University
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President-Eneritus, Dr. John A Peoples, for calmng a crowm of
students in the aftermath of the nurders at the college; and

VWHEREAS, a graduate of Lanier H gh School, Dr. Young
graduated with honors from Jackson State University in 1972 and
then attended the University of Connecticut in Storrs where he
received a Master of Arts and a Ph.D., and later served for six
years as the Director of the Black Studies Program at Bradl ey
University in Peoria, Illinois; and

WHEREAS, a forner assistant professor of Speech and Engli sh,
Dr. Young has al so worked in nunerous academ ¢ and adm ni strative
positions at his alma mater, Jackson State University; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Young, who is the father of Joy Aivia and the
| ate Julius Caza, has continued to be an activist in his conunity
and has served various conm ttees and organi zations which incl ude
serving on the host commttee for the 30th Anniversary Freedom
Ri ders Conference and the national steering conmttee for the 30th
anni versary Freedom Summer Revi sited Conference at Tougal oo
Col | ege; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
recogni ze and pay special tribute to outstanding M ssissippians
such as Dr. Gene Cornelius Young who kept his eyes on the prize
and hel ped secure civil rights for African Anericans which in turn
pronotes equality for all

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, That we conmend Dr. Gene C. Young for his
exceptional contributions to civil rights and the field of
education and extend to himour heartiest w shes for success in
all his future endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to Dr. Gene C. Young, Jackson State University and

menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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