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Represent ati ve Mast erson To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 108

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE AND SERVI CE OF DR. CHARLES
L. MATHEWS TO THE M SSI SSI PPI STATE MEDI CAL ASSCOCI ATl ON ( VSMA) .

VWHEREAS, Dr. Charles L. Mathews was enpl oyed by the
M ssi ssi ppi State Medical Association (MSMA) for a total of 35
years, where he served 26 years as the association' s executive
director, before his retirenment in 1998; and

VWHEREAS, a native M ssissippian who was reared in Maryl and,
graduated from Loui siana State University, and undert ook
addi ti onal graduate studies in | aw and managenent at LSU, Syracuse
University and Jackson School of Law, and honorably served his
country from 1952-1955 with the United States Arny; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Mathews joined the MSMA staff in 1960 and served
as the association's first full-tinme |obbyist until 1969, when he
| eft the association to join the staff of Governor John Bel
WIlianms; and

VWHEREAS, while serving on Governor WIllians' staff, Dr.
Mat hews was instrunental in both drafting and securing | egislative
passage in 1969 of the | aw establishing M ssissippi's Medicaid
program and was subsequently nanmed deputy director of the state
agency responsi bl e for designing, organizing and inplenenting the
Title XI X program throughout M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, CGovernor W/ Il ianms sought the assistance of Dr.
Mat hews and appoi nted hi m Comm ssioner of Mssissippi's State
Departnment of Welfare in 1971, where he led the agency for the
remai nder of Governor WIlianms' term and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Mathews returned to the MSMA in 1972 as its

executive director serving in that capacity until his retirenent
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in 1998, where he established a vision that | ed to nunerous
i nnovati ve prograns that serves M ssissippi physicians and their
patients, including the M ssissippi Foundation for Medical Care;
and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Mathews oversaw the 1985 conversion of NMSMA to
"uni fied" nmenbership status with the American Medical Association
and, at a tine when other state nedical societies were unable to
acconplish this feat, increasing MSMA nenbership approxi mately 53
percent; and

VWHEREAS, the MSMA initiative to raise $1.5 nillion to
capitalize the Physicians Care |Insurance Conpany, a fully licensed
heal th care insurance conpany currently offering stock to nenbers
of the association, was spearheaded by Dr. Mathews to better
utilize resources and establish a physician presence in the
financi ng of healthcare; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Mathews' participation in the devel opnent of
organi zed nedi ci ne by the counsel he has provided the MSNVA
del egation to the Anerican Medi cal Associ ation House of Del egates,
his work with the American Associ ation of Mdical Society
Executives, his effective guidance and oversi ght of advocacy work
in Mssissippi's legislative and regul atory arenas; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
recogni ze and conmmend the excellence and the diligence of such a
dedi cated individual as Dr. Mathews:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
commend the |ife and service of Dr. Charles L. Mathews for his
service to the Mssissippi State Medical Association.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to Dr. Mathews and to the nenbers of the Capitol Press
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