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Representative Mntgonery To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 72

A RESCLUTI ON REMEMBERI NG THE GALLANT SERVI CE AND COMVENDI NG
THE DEVOTI QN, COURAGE AND SACRI FI CE OF THE PONTOTCC, M SSI SSI PPI
NATI ONAL GUARD SOLDI ERS FROM COVPANY A 1-198TH ARMOR BATTALI ON OF
THE 155TH BRI GADE COVBAT TEAM FOLLOW NG OPERATI ONS | N | RAQ, AND
COMVEMORATI NG THE OBSERVATI ON OF OPERATI ON | RAQ FREEDOM DAY | N
PONTOTOC.

VWHEREAS, Conpany A 1-198th Arnor Battalion of the 155th
Bri gade Conmbat Team (BCT) is conprised of nenbers of the
M ssi ssi ppi National Guard fromthe Pontotoc, M ssissippi, area
who have recently returned from conbat and humani tari an operations
in lraqg; and

VWHEREAS, the 155th Brigade Conbat Team of the M ssissipp
Arnmy National Guard was nobilized in Septenber 2004 representing
over 3,000 soldiers from49 comrunities throughout M ssissippi;
and

VWHEREAS, the 155th Brigade Conbat Team which is attached to
the Il Marine Expeditionary Force, also had sol diers from ot her
states: Arkansas, Vernont, Utah and the 2nd of the 11th Arnored
Caval ry Regi nent who trained at Canp Shel by, M ssissippi, for four
nonths prior to its deploynent to Iraq; the 155th Brigade Conbat
Team arrived in Iraq in January 2005 in support of QOperation Iragqi
Freedom and

VWHEREAS, under the | eadership of Brigadier General Augustus
Leon Collins, the brigade performed beyond all expectations; and

VWHEREAS, while in Iraq, the Pontotoc Unit of the 155th
conducted the followi ng conbat, security and hunmanitarian m ssions
in the area of Karbala and Al Hit, Iraq:

e Turned over security authority in Karbala to new Iraqi

For ces;
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e Trained and partnered with the Iraqi Security Forces;

e Set up security inlraq's First Primary El ecti ons;

e Provided security at water reconstruction projects in
Kar bal a;

e Mintained security during the Cel ebration of Ashura for
the Muslim Shiite peopl e;

e Assisted in conducting humanitarian projects in rebuilding
schools, clinics, hospitals, police stations and cruci al
infrastructures such as water, sewer and el ectrical systens;

e Trained and partnered with the Iraqi Security Forces to
assist in security during various humanitarian and construction
proj ects;

* (Operated the Karbal a Joint Coordination Center (JCC) which
was responsi ble for the coordination of all Iragi and United
States Security Forces in the Karbala Province;

* Conducted hundreds of conbat patrols providing security
for the Karbala and Al Anbar Province;

e Aided in capture of insurgents;

e Mintained security in the first elections of ratification
of the Iraqi Constitution at Al Ht and maintained security for
the First Parlianmentary El ections;

e (Operated under the Direct Command of the 2nd Mari ne
D vision and aided in Operations-Qperation Iron Hammer, lron Fi st
and Ri ver Sweep; and

WHEREAS, due to the 155th Brigade Conbat Teanls active
i nvol venent in local conmunities, alnost $100 mllion was
commtted to these humanitarian and construction projects; and

VWHEREAS, during their service supporting Operation |raqi
Freedom nany recei ved wounds whil e conducting conbat operations,
and 14 M ssissippians paid the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom

and
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VWHEREAS, with the return of the 155th Brigade Conbat Team
the M ssissippi National Guard now has the nost conbat veterans
since Wrld War 11; and

VWHEREAS, March 24, 2006, has been set aside in observation of
Qperation Iraqi Freedom Day in Pontotoc, M ssissippi, to
commenorate the valiant and heroic efforts of Conpany A 1-198th
Arnmor Battalion of the 155th Brigade Conbat Team (BCT); and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
recogni ze and conmmend the heroic action of a great M ssissipp
fighting unit such as Conpany A 1-198th Arnor Battalion of the
155t h Brigade Conbat Team a guardi an of freedom as we know it
t oday:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
recogni ze the gallant service and conmend the devotion, courage
and sacrifice of the Pontotoc, M ssissippi, National Guard
soldiers of Conpany A 1-198th Arnor Battalion of the 155th Brigade
Conmbat Team of the M ssissippi National Guard follow ng their
return fromoperations in lraq, comenorate the observance of
Qperation Iraqi Freedom Day in Pontotoc, extend appreciation to
t hese nmen and wonen and their famlies for their duty to our
state, our nation and to the free world as we wel cone them hone.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the Coomanding Oficer of Conpany A 1-198th Arnor
Battalion in Pontotoc, M ssissippi, Mssissippi Adjutant General

Harold Cross and to the nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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