M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representative Fornby To:  Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 44

1 A RESOLUTI ON COMMENDI NG LI EUTENANT COMVANDER BYRON E.
2 THOWSON, JR, FOR H S MANY YEARS OF DEDI CATED AND MERI TORI QUS
3 SERVICE UPON THE OCCASI ON OF HI' S RETI REVENT
4 VWHEREAS, Lieutenant Commander Byron E. Thonpson, Jr., who
5 hails fromLos Al anpbs, New Mexico, and is a 1986 graduate of the
6 United States Coast Guard Acadeny in New London, Connecticut, has
7 announced plans of retirenent after 20 years of dedicated and
8 nmeritorious service; and
9 VWHEREAS, in addition to being equipped with his bachel or of
10 science degree fromthe Coast Guard Acadeny, Lieutenant Conmander
11 Thonpson al so holds a master's degree in business adm nistration
12 and finance from Rensessl ear Polytechnic Institute and an
13 accounting certificate fromthe University of South Al abama; and
14 VWHEREAS, assigned to duties as a deck watch officer, first
15 lieutenant and boarding officer aboard the Achushnet, honeported
16 in Qulfport, M ssissippi, upon his comm ssion, Lieutenant
17 Commander Thonpson eagerly engaged in the task at hand of securing
18 the national and international waters fromillegal activity and
19 facilitating search and rescue m ssions; and
20 VWHEREAS, after conpleting his duties aboard the Achushnet,
21 Lieutenant Comrmander Thonpson was | oaned to the United States Navy
22 and assigned as Anti-Marine Warfare O ficer onboard the USS
23 ol dsborough (DDG 20), homeported in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii; and
24 VWHEREAS, follow ng Gol dsborough, Thonpson was assi gned as
25 instructor of professional studies at the United States Coast
26 CGuard Acadeny, where he al so served as the acadeny's hockey coach
27 and
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VWHEREAS, returning to sea as Executive Oficer of the Cutter
Papaw, Lieutenant Conmander Thonpson assunmed a lead role in
several major operations, including the rescue of over 530 Cuban
m grants, |lead ship of Operation Restore Denocracy in Haiti and
oil spill response for the Buffalo Six pipeline explosion in the
Houst on Shi p Channel ; and

VWHEREAS, subsequent to his work on the open waters,

Li eut enant Commander Thonpson has served as the QOperations

O ficer, Ailds to Navigation Branch and | ater Assistant Chief of
the Search and Rescue Branch at the Eighth Coast Guard District in
New Ol eans; Conptroller of the Coast Guard Aviation Training
Command in Mbile, where he nanaged an annual budget in excess of
$8.1 million and property valued at nore than $101 mllion; and

VWHEREAS, designated Coast Guard Logistics Chief for Hurricane
| van response, this assignnent provided himinval uabl e experience,
whi ch proved beneficial while serving as Coast CGuard Liaison
Oficer to Mssissippi during Hurricane Katrina when tasked with
coordinating state and federal rescue efforts; and

VWHEREAS, in his capacity as |liaison officer, Lieutenant
Commander Thonpson coordi nated 289 search and rescue cases, over
1,500 calls for nedical assistance, recorded in excess of 5,000
m ssing persons reports and utilizing ground search teans
contacted over 10,000 south M ssissippi residents; and

VWHEREAS, this highly decorated officer, who has to his credit
three Coast Guard Commendati on Medal s, a Coast Guard Achi evenent
Medal and designations as a Coast Guard Cutterman and United
States Naval Surface Warfare O ficer, has been supported
t hroughout his career by his famly: wfe, Nancy Crosby Thonpson;
and children, Courtney, Chase and Morgan; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
recogni ze and conmend the renarkabl e career of outstanding

M ssi ssi ppi ans such as Lieutenant Comrmander Thonpson, whose
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service has exenplified the utnost characteristics of dedicated
excel | ence:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
commend Li eut enant Conmander Byron E. Thonpson, Jr., upon his many
years of dedicated and nmeritorious service, congratulate hi mupon
the occasion of his retirenent and express our sincerest w shes
for continued success in all of his future endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furni shed to Lieutenant Conmander Byron E. Thonpson, Jr., and to

the nmenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.

H R No. 44 *HRO3/R1953*
06/ HRO3/ R1953 ST: Byron E. Thonpson, Jr.; conmend neritorious
PAGE 3 (DJ\LH service upon retirement.



