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Representatives Ellis, G bbs, Harrison To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 43

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG CORPORAL MELVI N
JEROVE GATEWOOD FOR BEI NG AWARDED THE PURPLE HEART AND PRAI SI NG
HMFOR HS BRAVE SERVI CE I N THE UNI TED STATES ARMY DURI NG THE WAR
AGAI NST | RAQ

VWHEREAS, Corporal Melvin Jerone Gatewood was awarded the
Purple Heart for his brave service to the United States while
serving in the war against Iraq and surviving injuries during
battle; and

VWHEREAS, he is the son of Ms. Mldred Gatewood Smith and M.
Ronald L. Gatewood, Sr.; and

VWHEREAS, on April 19, 2005, Corporal Gatewood, a nenber of
Col unbus- based Battery A of the 2nd Battalion, 114th Field
Artillery in Starkville, was wounded near Baghdad, lraq, when a
roadsi de i nprovi sed expl osive devi ce detonated near the Humvee in
whi ch he was a passenger; and

VWHEREAS, as a result of the detonation, the Hunmvee fli pped
and caught fire causing Corporal Gatewood to suffer burns to his
hands and back; two ot her Col unbus nen, Sergeant Wman H. Jones
and Private First Cl ass Stephen B. Brooks, were injured; and one
man, Staff Sergeant Tonmy A Little, of Aliceville, Al abama, was
killed in the attack; and

VWHEREAS, in spite of his wounds, Corporal Gatewood went back
to rescue ot her wounded sol diers fromthe blazing Hunvee; and

VWHEREAS, after witnessing the rescues, Captain David Martian,
Cor poral Gatewood's commander, credited Corporal Gatewood's
bravery for giving him"the strength to do everything he did" that
day as commander, and has witten Corporal Gatewood's nother

stating that her son "is quite a man"; and
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VWHEREAS, this decorated soldier began giving his tinme, talent
and skills to the citizens of Mssissippi in April 2000 when he
served as a page for Representative Tyrone Ellis; and

VWHEREAS, many other mlitary honors have been bestowed upon
Corporal Gatewood, such as the National Defense Service Medal, the
G obal War on Terrorism Service Medal, the Arny Service Ri bbon,
the Arnmed Forces Reserve Medal with "M Device and the Iraq
Canpai gn Medal ; and

VWHEREAS, service in the mlitary is a famly affair for the
Gat ewoods, as his brother, Ronald Lynn Gatewood, Jr., and two
cousi ns, Sanpson Ednond, 111, and Sergeant Terrence A. Elizenberry
are currently serving in the war; and

WHEREAS, Cor poral Gatewood acknow edges that "being so young
and far fromhone was a chall enge"; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
recogni ze and pay special tribute to extraordinary nen such as
Cor poral Gatewood who have fought for the security of our nation:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do commend
and congratul ate Corporal Mlvin Jerone Gatewood for bei ng awarded
the Purple Heart and praise himfor his bravery as a soldier in
the United States Arny during the Iraqi Wr.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the famly of Corporal Melvin Jeronme Gatewood and to

the nmenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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