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By:

Representatives Gregory, Young, Snowden, To: Rules

Robi nson (84th), Horne
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HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 37

A RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG THE MERI TORI QUS AND UNSELFI SH SERVI CE
OF THE 238TH Al R SUPPORT OPERATI ONS SQUADRON DURI NG THEI R TOUR OF
DUTY IN THE GLOBAL WAR ON TERRCR

VWHEREAS, the M ssissippi Legislature wishes to acknow edge
the many sacrifices made by the service of the 238th Air Support
Qper ati ons Squadron (ASOCS) for their meritorious service in the
war against terrorismthat is being waged by the United States
both at home and overseas; and

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi's citizens have al ways been nore than
willing to serve their country during tinmes of conflict across the
worl d, as indicated by these valiant soldiers, and many have given
the ultimate sacrifice of their lives in tines of war; and

VWHEREAS, in March 2003, when United States Arnmed Forces
entered Irag fromKuwait at the start of Operation Iraqi Freedom
si x menbers of the 238th ASCS were enbedded with the 101st
Airborne to provide Close Air Support (CAS), while three other
menbers were working with Special Operations Comrand in the
Paci fic, Europe and Sout hwest Asia in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom and the gl obal war on terror; and

VWHEREAS, receiving notification in Cctober 2003 of a one-year
nobi | i zati on commenci ng in January 2004 to support Arkansas' 39th
Infantry Brigade, the 238th's presence conpl eted the round-out
brigade to the 1st Cavalry Division with division headquarters to
be located at Canp Victory, just outside of Baghdad | nternational
Airport (BIAP), Baghdad, Iraq; and

VWHEREAS, the 238th ASOS enbar ked upon both m ssions to secure

and preserve peace and to protect the lives and interests of all
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Aneri cans, thus exhibiting the high caliber and readi ness of our
state’s mlitary personnel; and

VWHEREAS, in the fall of 2004 the squadron again received
notification of another one-year nobilization to begin in January
2005 supporting M ssissippi’s 155th Bri gade Conbat Team at Forward
Qperating Base (FOB), Kalsu, Iraq; and

VWHEREAS, the squadron's nobilizations were acconpli shed
t hrough ei ght separate rotations of approximately 120 days
duration and rotation size of six to 12 airnen; and

VWHEREAS, 49 airnen fromthe 238th ASCS served at | east one
tour, 17 of which served two tours and one, Tech Sergeant Scott
Self, served three tours, once in 2003, 2004 and 2005; and

VWHEREAS, unsel fishly exhibiting courage under fire at every
nmonment, 238th personnel served in An Najaf, Sadr Cty, Taji,
Fal | uj ah, Mosul, Baghdad and Karbal a while providing support to:
the 101st Airborne Division, 1st Cavalry D vision, 39th Infantry
Bri gade, 155th Brigade Conbat Team the 5th and 10t h Speci al
Forces Goup, 1lth Marine Expeditionary Unit, 24th Marine
Expeditionary Unit, 2nd Marine Expeditionary Force, 25th Infantry
and the 151st Aviation Brigade; and

VWHEREAS, highlighting the comendabl e service of these
selfless airnmen of the 238th, 54 nedals have been issued to
menbers: six Bronze Star Medal s have been awarded, one of which
was awarded with Valor to Senior Airman Janes Munn for his actions
in Fallujah; five Meritorious Service Medals; eight Air Force
Commendati on Medal s; seven Air Force Achievenent Medals; 26 Arny
Commendat i on Medal s; one Arny Achi evenent Medal; and the issuance
of additional nedals pending certification; and

VWHEREAS, since Septenber 11, 2001, a countless nunber of
soldiers and airnmen of the Mssissippi Arny and Air National Guard
have been called to active service in defense of our nation’'s
freedom constituting the | argest overseas depl oynent of the

M ssi ssi ppi National Guard since the Korean War; and
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VWHEREAS, the dedication of the airmen of the 238th Ar
Support Operations Squadron of the M ssissippi Ar National Guard
in providing val uabl e assistance to the United States mlitary has
hel ped instill confidence in the general public that they have
been, are and forever will be commtted to this nation’s security;
and

VWHEREAS, Governor Hal ey Barbour, Conmander in Chief, along
with Adjutant General Mjor Ceneral Harold Cross, whose | eadership
and dedication is known throughout the mlitary of the United
States, continues to guide and command units of the M ssissipp
Nati onal Guard in nobilizations and depl oynents, and through state
energenci es including hurricanes, tropical storns, tornadoes and
security at critical sites in the State of M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
recogni ze and conmend the diligence of these outstanding
M ssi ssi ppi nen and wonen for the devotion, courage and service to
the state, the nation and the free world to secure and insure
peace and to preserve and protect freedomfor all:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
comend the 238th Air Support Operations Squadron for their
service to the State of Mssissippi and the United States,
congratul ate them upon the conpletion of a successful tour of duty
in lrag and extend our heartiest wi shes for continued success in
all their future endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the commanding officers of the 238th Air Support
Oper ati ons Squadron, the Adjutant General of the M ssissipp

Nati onal Guard and to the nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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