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Representative Stevens To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 32

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG LEONARD S DEPARTMENT STORE | N
KGOSCI USKO ON THE OCCASI ON OF | TS 100TH ANNI VERSARY CELEBRATI ON.

VWHEREAS, in 1905, WII| Leonard and Cayce Fl em ng enbarked on
a business venture that would span 100 years through a historical
| andscape that included two world wars and the G eat Depression
and

VWHEREAS, Leonard's Department Store is the outgrow h of these
two nen's venture, and recently celebrated its 100t h anniversary;
and

VWHEREAS, one of three sons of Mary Confort and Charles Henry
Leonard, WII| Leonard, at the age of 13, persuaded his nother to
allow himto assunme full responsibility for the famly after his
father's death and the fam |y nove to Kosciusko; and

VWHEREAS, havi ng made t he deci sion, equipped with only an
ei ght h-grade education, WII| began his career in the retai
busi ness as an enpl oyee of WW W1 son and Conpany, where over the
next several years he |earned the "nuts and bolts" of the retai
busi ness; and

VWHEREAS, by |l ate 1905, he was ready to | aunch a new venture
in partnership with Cayce Flem ng, jointly purchasing the entire
stock of WW W /1 son, and beginning their new firm Leonard and
Fl em ng; and

VWHEREAS, Billy Leonard, WII's son and successor in the
busi ness, witnessed the business undergo maj or changes and rapid
growt h during the 1950s and 1960s before seizing the reins upon

his father's retirenent; and
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VWHEREAS, under Billy's gui dance and busi ness savvy, Leonard's
continued to grow, adding a Bargain Basenent and conpletely
renovating into a full service departnment store, which ultimately
requi red additional space, when in 1974, Billy acquired the
adj acent corner property fromthe Munson estate, allow ng the
store to successfully double its size; and

WHEREAS, in 1985, after 40 years in the retail business Billy
Leonard retired, selling to Bernard Russell, who was | ater joined
by Tom Battles as a stockhol der; and

VWHEREAS, in 1993, Allen Massey joined Russell and Battles as
a stockholder, and in 1999, Allen and Margaret Massey purchased
Leonard's from Russell and Battles, joined shortly thereafter by
Jay Price as a stockhol der; and

VWHEREAS, in 2003, the Bargain Basenent becane an out door
hunting store known as "The Soggy Bottom "™ which was | ater taken
over in 2004 by new stockhol der, Shaun Bl ayl ock; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
recogni ze and commend such out standi ng business institutions as
Leonard' s Departnent Store, which has continued to serve a broad
custoner base and still enjoys a reputation for excellence in
Kosci usko and surroundi ng areas:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
comend Leonard's Departnent Store in Kosciusko on its 100th
anniversary and wish themwell in future years.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the owners of Leonard's Departnent Store and to the

menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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