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Representative Ellis To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 29

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG MR, JAMES MONRCE JOHNSON FOR HI' S
OUTSTANDI NG COVPOSI TI ON OF AN ORI G NAL POEM ENTI TLED, "I AM A
M SSI SSI PPI AN. "

VWHEREAS, M. Janes Monroe Johnson of Starkville, M ssissippi,
conposed an extraordinary original poementitled "I Ama
M ssi ssi ppi an,” which captures the essence and pride of the many
wonder ful aspects of this great state; and
VWHEREAS, copyrighted August 6, 2004, "I Am a M ssi ssi ppi an”
reads as follows:
"I ama M ssissippian, born and bred
Cotton picked and corn-fed
Been 'round the world but back again
Chevrol et driven and denocratic |ed
Most of my Kkinfolk
Al'l up and gone
Fromthe cotton fields and hay patches
That we used to call hone
Everybody' s tal ki ng about us
Bei ng on the bottom
"Bout how we are al ways | ast
And forever forgotten
Many fol k from here are ashaned
"Cause this where they' ' re from
We all share shanme for our past
And the obstacles we've overcone
We got B.B. King

The master of them bl ues
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Then there's Elvis
And hi s bl ue suede shoes
Howl i ng WoIl f and Muddy Waters
And Little MIton too
Charley Pride and Faith Hil
Both country and bl ues
I"'mtired of people asking ne
Wiy | al ways cone back
| never hesitate to tell them
This is where ya'll at
M ssissippi is really unique
Qur flowers grow so green
Qur trees so naturally
Qur hogs so | ean
Qur chickens so neaty
Qur cows so fat
Qur catfish so fishy
Qur colored folk so bl ack
M ssi ssi ppi hasn't al ways been
The nost favorite place to be
Nor ideal to visit
If you | ooked like ne
But, | never hesitated
To really speak nmy m nd
When peopl e asked ne where I'm from
I'd tell themevery tine
I"'mfroma small town
In the mddle of a southern state
Not too many ml|es south of Menphis
Where fish still eat bait
Where waters are still nuddied
And people go w thout shoes

Where chickens still |ay eggs
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And folk still grow food
Next to the heart of Dixie
Back to where | really bel ong
Yes, | amstill a M ssissippian
Because this is ny hone!"

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to

recogni ze outstanding and creative masters of literary works, such

as M. Janmes Monroe Johnson, who skillfully displays many of the
brilliant aspects of this great state:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
commend M. Janes Monroe Johnson on his original work of
aut horship for the poementitlied "I Ama M ssissippian" and w sh
hi m great success in all his future endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to M. Janes Monroe Johnson and nenbers of the Capitol

Press Corps.
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