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Representatives Conpretta, Dedeaux, To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 27

A RESOLUTI ON TO COMMEND THE REPUBLI C OF CH NA (TAIWAN) FOR
| TS CLOSE ECONOM C AND BUSI NESS TI ES WTH THE STATE OF M SSI SS| PPI
AND TO URCGE AND REQUEST THE PRESI DENT TO DI RECT THE UNI TED STATES
TRADE REPRESENTATI VE TO NEGOTI ATE A FREE TRADE AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE UNI TED STATES AND TAI WAN

VWHEREAS, the State of M ssissippi has a strong and vi brant
econonm c relationship with Tai wan; and

VWHEREAS, other states in the region, such as Texas, Arkansas,
Loui si ana and Ckl ahonma, al so have an economc interest in a free
trade agreenent between the United States and Tai wan; and

VWHEREAS, the agriculture and manufacturing sectors of the
M ssi ssi ppi econorny, nost notably the conputer and el ectronic
products, chem cals, and nachine industries, would benefit
significantly if the United States entered into a free trade
agreenent wi th Taiwan; and

WHEREAS, a free trade agreenment between the United States and
Tai wan woul d substantially reduce or elimnate nost inport quotas,
duties, and other trade barriers, expandi ng market opportunities
for manufactured goods and agricultural products from M ssi ssipp
and the entire United States; and

VWHEREAS, the United States has conpleted or is in the process
of negotiating free trade agreenments with several countries and
regi ons; and

WHEREAS, a free trade agreenent with Taiwan is appropriate
because Taiwan is already the United States' eighth |argest
trading partner and the sixth nost inportant destination of United

States agricultural exports; Taiwan's econony is thriving and
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robust; and Tai wan mai ntains | ong-standi ng educati onal and
cultural ties with the United States; and

WHEREAS, Taiwan was admtted to the Wirld Trade Organi zation
(WO on January 1, 2001, and a free trade agreenent between the
United States and Tai wan woul d extend the coverage of WO
agreenents to products, sectors, and conditions of trade not
adequately covered, as well as providing a platformto address
i ssues such as Taiwan's tariff rate on agricultural inports from
the United States, which currently averages over 15% and

WHEREAS, Public Law 107-210, the Trade Act of 2002, gives the
President the authority to enter into trade agreenents with
foreign countries whenever the President determ nes that one or
nore exi sting duties or other inport restrictions of any foreign
country or the United States are unduly burdening and restricting
the foreign trade of the United States; and

WHEREAS, President George W Bush, speaking before the
hi storic signing of the United States — Australia Free Trade
Agreenent in 2004, enphasized his support of free and open trade
because "it has the power to create new wealth for whol e nations
and new opportunities for mllions of people" and "has a record of
creating jobs, raising |living standards, and | owering consuner
prices":

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
comend the Republic of China (Taiwan) for its close econom ¢ and
business ties with the State of M ssissippi and respectfully urge
and request that the President of the United States extend the
benefits of free trade by directing the United States Trade
Representative to negotiate a free trade agreenent between the
United States and Tai wan.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to the President of the United States, the United States
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60 Trade Representative, the nenbers of the M ssissippi congressional

61 delegation and to the nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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