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HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 10

A RESCLUTI ON HONCRI NG AND COVMVENDI NG THE NEI GHBORS PROGRAM
FOR I TS DEDI CATI ON TO HELPI NG OTHERS AND COMVENDI NG MRS. ALl CE
THOMAS TI SDALE FOR THI S PROJECT AND MANY OTHER GENI US SUCCESSES.

VWHEREAS, the NEI GHBORS program evolved in the aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina fromthe caring initiative of one individual,
M. Donnie Finley, a nmenber of the C arion Hotel maintenance
personnel in Jackson, M ssissippi, who was informed that
Loui si ana evacuees were being mstreated by the hotel staff; and

VWHEREAS, responding to their frustration, M. Finley called
Jackson City Council man Kenneth Stokes, and informed Council man
St okes that the evacuees were unsatisfied with services of the
hotel, yet had no noney to go el sewhere, and didn't want to go to
a shelter because of their small children; and

VWHEREAS, after interview ng the hotel managenent, staff
wor ked with the Red Cross to provide accommodati ons for the
evacuees, and gave M. Finley, Councilman Stokes, M. Eddie James
and Ms. Alice Tisdale permssion to use their neeting roomto
hol d a crisis managenent counseling session; and

VWHEREAS, with the operation of |ending assistance up and
runni ng, doi ng what they believed was good work, the organization
was Wi thout a nanme and really had no definite mssion; but it was
deci ded that they were being good nei ghbors, so therefore the nanme
NEI GHBORS (Nation’s Evacuees In Good Hands w t h/ Benevol ent
Qut - Reach Services) cane into being; and

VWHEREAS, with Ms. Tisdale' s assistance, the children were
enrolled in school with the help of Brinda Fuller WIllis, the

education partner, and Sylvan Learning Center adm nistered
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pl acenent tests to determ ne where the students were academ cal ly;
and

WHEREAS, NEI GHBORS enlisted the help of W Care About You
Tutorial Services to provide needed after school services, Jackson
State University furnished two refurbished conputers, and severa
agenci es donat ed school supplies; and

VWHEREAS, having partnered with the Jackson Hi nds
Conpr ehensive Health Center, the Center provided all the health
care services free of charge, including, physicals, dental care
and eye care to all displaced residents; and

VWHEREAS, grow ng each and every day, NEI GHBORS continues to
of fer hel p where needed by relying on its partners who are experts
in their respective fields, but above all, the programis directed
by the hand of God, waving it with broad strokes so all dare not
mss it; and

VWHEREAS, ot her endeavors undertaken by NEI GHBORS i ncl ude, but
are not limted to: establishing bank accounts wi th Regi ons Bank
for 10 famlies in anobunts of up to Three Hundred Dol | ars each,
clerical service, transportation services, assisting 10 famlies
W th nove-in expenses, assisting two displaced residents to start
busi nesses and coordi nati ng work sessions with FEVA
representatives and the Jackson State University Small Busi ness
Devel opnent O fice; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
recogni ze and conmend the diligent efforts and contri butions of
t he NEI GHBORS program provided in the wake of Hurricane Katrina's
devastation and aftermath:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
honor and comend the NEI GHBORS program for its dedication to

hel pi ng others and its many ot her genius successes.
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59 BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
60 furnished to Ms. Alice Tisdale for the NEI GHBORS program and to

61 the nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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