M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representatives Fillingane, Bentz, To: Rules
Davi s, Dedeaux, Holland, Lane, Lott,

Perani ch, Read, Scott, Sinpson, Smith (59th),

Val | ey, Weat her shy

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 117

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG THE

2 UNIVERSITY OF SOQUTHERN M SSI SSI PPl GOLDEN EAGLES FOOTBALL TEAM FOR
3 THEI R EXCELLENT 2005 SEASON, AND EXTENDI NG BEST W SHES FOR SUCCESS
4 |IN THEI R FUTURE ATHLETI C AND ACADEM C ENDEAVORS.

5 VWHEREAS, the University of Southern M ssissippi Gol den Eagl es
6 Football Team finished the 2005 season with a 7-5 overall record,
7 giving USM a w nni ng season for 12 straight years, one of only

8 seven schools to acconplish that feat; and

9 VWHEREAS, the CGol den Eagles are one of only 12 teans in the

10 nation to win seven or nore ganes nine tines in the past 10 years,
11 and with their 5-3 record in Conference USA, are the only teamin
12 the league to finish with a winning record in the conference every
13 year since its formation in 1996; and

14 VWHEREAS, USM defeated Arkansas State 31-19 in the 2005 New
15 Oleans Bowl at Lafayette, Louisiana, nmaking its eighth bow

16 appearance in the past nine years, one of only 10 schools to have
17 done so; and

18 VWHEREAS, during this season, the Gol den Eagles tied for the
19 national lead in funbles recovered, finished high in the national
20 rankings for turnovers gained (6th), turnover margin (tied for

21 7th), passes intercepted (tied for 23rd) and net punting yard

22 average (15th), and |l ed Conference USA in scoring defense and

23 sacks; and

24 VWHEREAS, several of the Gol den Eagl es acconplished feats that
25 put them anong the national |eaders, with kicker Darren MCal eb

26 ranking 4th in field goals nmade per game and 17th in scoring,

27 punter Luke Johnson ranking 7th in average punting yards per gane,
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and |inebacker Kevis Coley ranking 8th in total tackles, 7th in
solo tackles and tied for 69th in tackles for |oss; and

WHEREAS, within the conference, punter Luke Johnson fi nished
1st in average punting yards per gane, kicker Darren MCal eb
finished 1st in field goals nmade per ganme and kick scoring, 2nd in
overall scoring, 4th in field goal percentage and 5th in extra
poi nt percentage, and |inebacker Kevis Coley finished 1st in total
tackl es and funbl es recovered, 5th in tackles for loss and tied
for 7th in sacks; and

VWHEREAS, senior quarterback Dustin Al nond set single season
school records for passes conpl eted, passing attenpts, passing
yards and yards of total offense and was 2nd in passing
t ouchdowns, and he set the school career record for touchdowns
responsi ble for, finished 2nd in career yards, total offense and
i nterception avoi dance, 3rd in passing conpletions, passing
attenpts and passing efficiency, and tied for 4th in passing
t ouchdowns; and

VWHEREAS, ki ckoff returner John Eubanks ranks 1st in
conference history in career yards per return, 2nd in career
return yards, and tied for 2nd in career kickoff return
touchdowns, and al so ranks 1st in school history in career kickoff
returns and 3rd in career kickoff return average, 5th in
si ngl e-season ki ckoff return average, and 4th in kickoff return
average in a gane; and

VWHEREAS, tight end Shawn Nel son finished the season with 35
catches for 540 yards, an average of 15.4 yards per catch and five
touchdowns, all of which are school records for a tight end; and

VWHEREAS, three of the Gol den Eagl es were honored for their
out st andi ng play by being selected for All-Anerican honors this
season, with Kevis Col ey, Luke Johnson and Darren MCal eb bei ng
naned as third team Al |l - Aneri can by SI.com and as honorabl e

mention All-Anmerican by Col | egeFoot bal | News. com and
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VWHEREAS, several team nenbers received various honors for
their superior season performances: |inebacker Kevis Col ey was
named as conference Defensive Player of the Year; defensive back
Brandon Sunrall was nanmed a Sophonore All-Anerican by
Col | egeFoot bal | News. com tight end Shawn Nel son was naned a third
team Freshman Al |l - Anrerican by The Sporting News and
Col | egeFoot bal | News. com Kevis Col ey, Trevis Col ey, Luke Johnson,
Ceorge Batiste and John Eubanks were naned to the first team
Al | - Conference Team Travis Cool ey, Tom Johnson, Brandon Sunral
and Darren MCal eb were nanmed to the second team Al | - Conf erence
Team Shawn Nel son was named to the third team Al |l - Conference Team
and to the All-Freshman Team and ki cker Darren MCal eb was naned
a semfinalist for the Lou G oza Award, which honors the best
ki cker in the nation; and

VWHEREAS, punter Luke Johnson was naned a finalist for the
Danny Wierffel Trophy and the ARA Sportsmanship Award and was
naned the Division | male recipient of the Wody Hayes Award, al
of which are awarded to the top players in the nation based on
academ c, athletic and conmmunity service; and

WHEREAS, the CGol den Eagl es were honored for the third year in
a row by the Anerican Football Coaches Association for producing a
graduation rate of 70% or better, one of only 30 teans with such
an acconplishnent; and

WHEREAS, the CGol den Eagl es were superbly coached and inspired
during the season by Head Coach Jeff Bower, who won his 100th
career victory with the wn over UAB on COctober 21, 2005, naking
himthe 20th active coach in the nation to acconplish that feat;
and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
acconplishnents of this group of student athletes who have brought
honor to their university, their community and to the State of

M ssi ssi ppi :
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NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we commend and congratul ate the University of
Sout hern M ssi ssi ppi CGol den Eagl es Football Teamfor their
excel l ent 2005 season, and we extend to themthe best w shes of
the Legislature for success in their future athletic and academ c
endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the University of Southern M ssissippi and to nenbers

of the Capitol Press Corps.
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