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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 115

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG COACH
JEFF BONER FOR HI S MANY YEARS OF SUCCESS AND ACCOWVPLI SHVENT AS
HEAD COACH OF THE UN VERSI TY OF SOUTHERN M SSI SSI PPl GOLDEN EAGLES
FOOTBALL TEAM

VWHEREAS, Jeff Bower, the head coach of the University of
Sout hern M ssi ssi ppi Gol den Eagl es Football Team recently
conpl eted his 15th season as head football coach at USM which is
t he second | ongest tenure at the school after Thad "Pie" Vann; and

VWHEREAS, Coach Bower ranks second in the nation for years
coached by an active coach at his alma mater, ranks fifth in the
nation in years coached by an active coach at one institution, and
he is the dean of coaches in Conference USA, being the only coach
in the conference who has coached during each year of the |eague
since its formation in 1996; and

VWHEREAS, Coach Bower has | ed the CGol den Eagles to seven or
nore victories nine tines in the past 10 years, one of only 12
teans in the nation to do so, and he won his 100th career victory
with the win over UAB on Cctober 21, 2005, nmaking himthe 20th
active coach in the nation to acconplish that feat; and

VWHEREAS, under Coach Bower's | eadership, USM has won an
unpr ecedent ed four Conference USA champi onships, in 1996, 1997,
1999 and 2003, and it is the only school in the conference to have
posted t hree undefeated | eague records, including an 8-0 record in
2003; and

VWHEREAS, Coach Bower has been honored several tinmes for his
out st andi ng success in Conference USA, being selected as

Conf erence USA Coach of the Year an unprecedented three tines, in
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1996, 1999 and 2003, and bei ng naned as the conference Coach of
t he Decade in 2004; and
WHEREAS, Coach Bower's Gol den Eagl es have earned 42
Al'l - Arerican honors, including at | east one All-Anerican being
nanmed in each of the past nine years and seven Freshman
Al l - Arerican honors in the past 10 years, and he has coached seven
Conf erence USA Defensive Player of the Year sel ections; and
VWHEREAS, the CGol den Eagl es of Coach Bower were honored for
the third year in a row by the American Football Coaches
Associ ation for producing a graduation rate of 70% or better, one
of only 30 teans with such an acconplishnment; and
VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the Legislature to recognize and
commend the excell ence and many contri butions of outstandi ng
M ssi ssi ppi ans such as Coach Jeff Bower, who has taught the
val ues of conpetition and sportsnmanship to countless young
athl etes during his career:
NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we commend and congratul ate Coach Jeff Bower for his
many years of success and acconplishnent as head coach of the
Uni versity of Southern M ssissippi Golden Eagl es Football Team
and we extend the best wi shes of the Legislature to himin all his
future endeavors.
BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to Coach Jeff Bower and to nenbers of the Capitol Press

Cor ps.
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