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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 56

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON RECOGNI ZI NG AND COMMENDI NG THE
SERVI CE, BRAVERY AND DEDI CATI ON OF THE SERVI CE MEN AND WOMEN OF
THE 155TH BRI GADE COVBAT TEAM OF THE M SSI SSI PPl ARMY NATI ONAL
GUARD FOR THEI R SERVI CE TO THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPl AND THE UNI TED
STATES AND VWELCOM NG THEM HOMVE AFTER A SUCCESSFUL TOUR OF DUTY.

WHEREAS, the M ssissippi Legislature wishes to acknow edge
the many sacrifices nmade by the service nmen and wonen of the 155th
Bri gade Conmbat Team of the M ssissippi Army National Guard for
their neritorious service in the war against terrorismthat is
bei ng waged by the United States both at honme and overseas; and

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi's citizens have al ways been nore than
willing to serve their country during tinmes of conflict across the
wor |l d, as denonstrated by these valiant sol diers, and many have
given the ultimate sacrifice of their lives in tines of war; and

VWHEREAS, nobilized in Septenber 2004, and representing nore
than 3,000 soldiers from49 conmunities throughout the state, as
wel | as soldiers from Arkansas, Vernont, Utah and the 2nd of the
11th Arnored Cal vary Reginment trained at Canp Shel by, M ssissippi,
these "citizen sol diers" enbarked upon both m ssions to secure and
preserve peace and to protect the lives and interests of all
Anericans, thus exhibiting the high caliber and readi ness of our
state’s troops; and

VWHEREAS, under the | eadership of Brigadier General Augustus
Leon Collins, the 155th arrived in Iraq in January 2005 in support
of Operation Iraqi Freedom where they served with the 1st and 2nd
Mari ne Expeditionary Forces and perforned beyond all expectations;

and
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VWHEREAS, while on duty, the brigade conducted nore than 500
bri gade | evel operations, task force | evel operations, raids,
pl at oon and conpany joint cordon and searches and conbat m ssions;
and

VWHEREAS, to highlight the proficient and efficient skills of
our native sons and daughters while in Iragi conbat, the brigade
conduct ed over 400 expl osive ordi nance di sposal m ssions, |ocated
and destroyed over 6,000 small arnms, 24 machi ne guns, 217 rocket
propel |l ed grenades, 295 nortar tubes, 10,000 nortar rounds, 25,000
artillery rounds, 84,000 pounds of propellant, 71,000 rounds of
ammuni tion, 55 land m nes, 360 grenades, 109 | aunchers, 40
surface-to-air mssiles and nearly 5,000 m scel |l aneous weapons;
and

VWHEREAS, unsel fishly exhibiting courage under fire at every
nmonment, the nenbers of the 155th conducted conbat operations
resulting in the detai nnent of over 1,500 suspected insurgents
wi th alnost half being inprisoned at Abu Gharib Prison; and

VWHEREAS, the brigade team participated in and facilitated
three national level free elections in lraq to help ensure the
denocratic process with an 83% voter turnout in the brigade's area
of operations; and

WHEREAS, havi ng conduct ed nunmerous humanitarian projects
rebui |l di ng schools, clinics, hospitals, police stations and
critical infrastructure such as water, sewer, electrical and
reconstruction, the 155th's active involvenent in |ocal
comunities was a catalyst allow ng these projects to receive nore
than $100 mllion; and

VWHEREAS, training and partnering with lraqi Security Forces
to assist in security during the humanitarian projects, the 155th
relinquished its authority in Najaf, Karbala, North Babil and Al
Anbar, lraq, to the soldiers of the United States Arny's 4th
Infantry Division on January 1, 2006, signaling an official end to

a year in conbat; and
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VWHEREAS, during their service of supporting Operation Iraqi
Freedom nmany were wounded in battle while conducting their
various operations, and 14 fellow brethren of the M ssissipp
based brigade teampaid the ultimte sacrifice for our freedons;
and

WHEREAS, with the return of the 155th, the M ssissipp
Nat i onal Guard now has the nobst conbat veterans since Wrld War
I'1; and

VWHEREAS, since Septenber 11, 2001, a countless nunber of
sol diers and airnen of the M ssissippi National Guard have been
called to active service in defense of our nation's freedom
constituting the | argest overseas deploynment of the M ssissipp
Nat i onal Guard since the Korean War; and

WHEREAS, the dedication of the many nmen and wonen of the
155t h Brigade Conbat Team of the M ssissippi Arny National Guard
in providing val uabl e assistance to the United States mlitary has
hel ped instill confidence in the general public that they have
been, are and forever will be commtted to this nation’s security;
and

VWHEREAS, Governor Hal ey Bar bour, Conmander in Chief, along
wi th Adjutant General Mjor Ceneral Harold Cross, whose | eadership
and dedication is known throughout the mlitary of the United
States, continues to guide and command units of the M ssissipp
Nati onal Guard in nobilizations and depl oynents, and through state
energenci es including hurricanes, tropical storns, tornadoes and
security at critical sites in the State of M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, the M ssissippi Legislature finds it nost
appropriate to recogni ze and commend the diligence of these
out standi ng M ssi ssippi nmen and wonen for the devotion, courage
and their duty to their state, nation and free world to secure and
i nsure peace and to preserve and protect freedomfor all:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG

H C. R No. 56 *HRO3/R1846*
06/ HRO3/ R1846
PAGE 3 (DJ\LH



94
95
96
97
98
99

100

101

102

103

THEREI N, That we do hereby commend the 155th Brigade Conbat Team
of the M ssissippi Arny National Guard personnel for their service
to the State of Mssissippi and the United States, wel cone them
home upon the conpletion of a successful tour of duty in Iraqg and
extend our heartiest wi shes for continued success in all their
future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furni shed to the conmandi ng officers of the 155th Bri gade Conbat
Team the Adjutant General of the M ssissippi National Guard and

to the nmenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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