M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representatives Al dridge, Bounds, Janus, To: Rules
St apl es, \Ward

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 54

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON RECOGNI ZI NG THE OBSERVANCE OF

2 FEBRUARY 7-14, 2006, AS CONGEN TAL HEART DEFECTS AWARENESS WEEK
3 IN MSSISSIPPI .

4 VWHEREAS, congenital heart defects are the nost frequently

5 occurring birth defects and the | eading cause of birth defect

6 related deaths worl dw de; and

7 VWHEREAS, over a mllion famlies across Anerica are facing
8 the chall enges and hardshi ps of raising children with congenital
9 heart defects; and

10 VWHEREAS, approximately one in 125 children are born in the
11 United States with congenital heart defects; and

12 VWHEREAS, every year 40,000 babies are born in this country
13 wth congenital heart defects; and

14 VWHEREAS, sone congenital heart defects are not di agnosed

15 until nonths or years after birth; and

16 VWHEREAS, undi agnosed congenital heart conditions cause many
17 cases of sudden cardiac death in young athletes; and

18 VWHEREAS, despite these statistics, newborns and young

19 athletes are not routinely screened for congenital heart defects;
20 and

21 VWHEREAS, a disproportionately small anount of funding is

22 available for congenital heart defect research and support; and
23 VWHEREAS, Congenital Heart Defect Awareness Wek provides an
24 opportunity for famlies whose |lives have been affected to

25 celebrate life and to renenber |oved ones |ost, to honor dedicated
26 health professionals, and to neet others and to know they are not
27 al one; and
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VWHEREAS, the establishnment of Congenital Heart Defect
Awar eness Week wil|l provide the opportunity to share experiences
and information with the public and the nmedia, in order to raise
publ i c awareness regardi ng congenital heart defects:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we recogni ze February 7-14, 2006, as Congenital
Heart Defect Awareness Wek in M ssissippi.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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