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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 53

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG COLONEL
JAMES E. "ERI K" HEARON UPON H S PROMOTI ON TO BRI GADI ER GENERAL.

VWHEREAS, the forner Col onel Janes E. "Erik" Hearon, who is
Chief of Staff at the M ssissippi Air National Guard Headquarters,
was recently pronoted to Brigadier General, effective Decenber 26,
2005; and

VWHEREAS, as Chief of Staff he assists the Commander and
Adj utant Ceneral in formulating, devel oping, and coordinating al
prograns, policies, and plans ensuring the conbat readi ness of an
air-refueling wing, an airlift wing, and a conbat readi ness
training center which includes conbat comunication and civil
engi neeri ng squadrons; and

VWHEREAS, the general entered the M ssissippi Ar National
Guard in January 1970, and after receiving his bachelor of arts
degree in accounting fromM I I saps College, he was conmm ssioned in
July of the same year; and

VWHEREAS, havi ng graduated from undergraduate pil ot training
at Wllianms Air Force Base, Arizona, in 1972, Ceneral Hearon has
served as an aircraft commander in the C130E, Cl130H, Cl141B and
Cl41C and instructor pilot in the Cl41B and Cl141C at the 172nd
Airlift Wng in Jackson, M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, prior to assum ng his current assignnent, Ceneral
Hear on was appoi nted Commander, 186th Air Refueling Wng, Key
Field, Meridian, Mssissippi, in Septenber 2003; and

VWHEREAS, during Desert Shield/ Desert Storm GCeneral Hearon
was activated for just under one year and flew nultiple strategic

airlift mssions to Saudi Arabia, Oman, Israel and Europe; served
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as European Strategic Inter-theater Deploynents (ESID) Comrander
at Ranstein Air Base, Germany, October 26 through Decenber 4,
2001; served as Director of Mbility Forces (DI RMOBFOR) for 1AF at
Tyndal | Air Force Base, Florida, Decenber 6, 2001, until January
17, 2002; served in a forward depl oyed | ocation in Sout hwest Asia
as Director of the Regional Air Mvenent Control Center (RAMCC) -
Af ghani stan and Iraq, Novenber 28, 2002, until July 20, 2003; and

VWHEREAS, with nore than 5,700 hours of total flying tinme on
| og, CGeneral Hearon is highly decorated, having the follow ng
awar ds and decorations: Legion of Merit, Airman’s Medal, Bronze
Star Medal, Meritorious Service Medal with two oak | eaf clusters,
Air Medal with one oak |eaf cluster, Aerial Achievenent Medal, Ar
Force Commendation Medal, Meritorious Unit Award, Air Force
Qutstanding Unit Award with 10 oak | eaf clusters, Conbat Readi ness
Medal with 11 oak | eaf clusters, National Defense Service Medal
wth two service stars, Arnmed Forces Expeditionary Medal,
Sout hwest Asia Service Medal with three service stars, d obal War
on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, G obal War on Terrorism Service
Medal , Humanitarian Service Medal with one oak |eaf cluster,
MIlitary Qutstandi ng Volunteer Service Medal, Air Force Overseas
Ri bbon- Short with one oak leaf cluster, Ar Force Longevity
Service R bbon with eight oak | eaf clusters, Arnmed Forces Reserve
Medal with gold hourglass and four M devices, Air Force
Expedi tionary Service Ri bbon, Kuwait Liberation Medal (Ki ngdom of
Saudi Arabia) and a Kuwait Liberation Medal (Emrate of Kuwait);
and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of this Legislature to recognize
and commend excel |l ence as exhibited by our state's servicenen,
especi ally one possessing such skill and expertise as Ceneral
Hear on:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG

THEREI N, That we do hereby conmend and congratul ate Bri gadier
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General Janes E.

"Eri k"™ Hearon upon his recent pronotion and

extend our warnest w shes for continued success in all of his

future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to General Hearon and to the nenbers of the Capitol

Press Corps.
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