M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representatives Snowden, Staples, Chism To: Constitution
Moore, Mns, Ellington, Howell, G egory,

Beckett, Bounds, Barnett, Bondurant, Wells-

Smth, Rotenberry, Fillingane, Carlton,

Par ker

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 40

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON PROPCSI NG AN AVENDIVENT TO SECTI ON

2 265, M SSISSI PPl CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1890, TO PROVI DE THAT A

3  GOVERNVENTAL ENTITY SHALL NOT PROH BI' T OR DI SCOURAGE ANY PERSON,
4 PUBLI C OR PRI VATE, FROM EXPRESSI NG A BELI EF I N OR ACKNOWLEDG NG

5 THE EXI STENCE OF A SUPREME BEI NG AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

6 BE I T RESOLVED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF

7 MSSISSIPPI, That the followi ng anendnment to the M ssissipp

8 Constitution of 1890 is proposed to the qualified electors of the
9 state:

10 Amend Section 265, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, to read
11 as foll ows:

12 "Section 265. (1) No person who denies the existence of a
13 Suprene Being shall hold any office in this state.

14 (2) A governnmental entity shall not prohibit or discourage
15 any person, public or private, fromexpressing a belief in or

16 acknow edgi ng the existence of a Suprene Being except to the

17 extent that such expression or acknow edgnment conflicts with or is
18 in violation of the constitutional guarantee of free exercise of
19 religion, the constitutional prohibition against establishnent of
20 religion or any other specific constitutional rights, guarantees
21 or prohibitions specifically provided for under this Constitution
22 or the Constitution of the United States.

23 For the purpose of this subsection, the term "governnent al
24 entity"” neans the State of M ssissippi and any agency, departnent,
25 institution, instrunentality or political subdivision thereof,

26 any agency, departnent, institution or instrunentality of a

27 political subdivision of the State of M ssissippi."”
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BE I T FURTHER RESCLVED, That this proposed anendnent shall be
submtted by the Secretary of State to the qualified electors at
an election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first Mnday
of Novenber 2006, as provided by Section 273 of the Constitution
and by general |aw

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the expl anation of this proposed
anendnent for the ballot shall read as follows: "This proposed
constitutional amendnment provides that a governnental entity shal
not prohibit or discourage any person, public or private, from
expressing a belief in or acknow edgi ng the existence of a Suprene
Bei ng except to the extent that such expression or acknow edgnent
conflicts with or is in violation of sone other rights, guarantees
or prohibitions specifically provided for under the M ssissipp

Constitution or the Constitution of the United States."”

H C. R No. 40 *HRO3/R735*
06/ HRO3/ R735 ST: Anmend Constitution; Suprene Being;
PAGE 2 (JWB\LH) governmental entity may not prohibit

acknow edgnent .



